

Brazen's 


HAPPY families day for HMS 
Brazen as Lieut. Prince 
Andrew greets the Queen and 
Duke of Edinburgh during the 
ship’s visit to London in Feb¬ 
ruary, (More pictures — Pages 
12 and 40). 







Pay-offs 

brought 

forward 


LATEST adjustments to the programme of ships leaving and 
joining the Active Fleet involve earher-than-planned depar¬ 
ture of some older vessels. 


DRAFTING 


At HMS Centurion the 
drafting implications of this 
year’s planned adjustments arc 
still in early stages of considera¬ 
tion. While the assumption is 
that men will be released for 
drafting, there is at this stage no 
clear indication of the exact 
numbers becoming available, 
nor of the precise dates in¬ 
volved. 

In the answer to a second 
Commons question, it was 
stated that present plans for 
1987 include withdrawal of two 
submarines, HM ships Walrus 
and Sealion, RFA Engadine 
(helicopter support ship) and 
RFA Sir Caradoc (logistic land¬ 
ing ship). 

BRITANNIA REFIT 


A number of manpower- 
intensive ships scheduled to go 
at varying times during the next 
four years are now to leave this 
year. But there are no plans to 
depart from the policy of main¬ 
taining an escort Fleet of des¬ 
troyers and frigates around the 
50 mark, it was stated. 

In reply to a Commons ques¬ 
tion, it was said that on present 
plans the ships to be withdrawn 
in 1986 are: The destroyer HMS 
Glamorgan, the frigates HM 
ships Leander, Galatea and 
Yarmouth; the survey vessel 
HMS Hydra; two submarines. 


HM ships Orpheus and Obcron; 
and six Ton-class minesweepers. 
These are HM ships Bildeston, 
B i c k i n g E o n , A I f r i s t o n , 
Hodgeston, Stubbington and 
Walkerton. 

Some of these vessels would, 
however, continue to be avail¬ 
able on standby status, where 
they would be declared to 
NATO. 

Pointing to this year’s 
adjustments as withdrawal of 
lower-capability older ships (all 
are 20 years old or more) as 
new ships join the Fleet, MOD 
says they fo!!ow r from a routine 
scrutiny of managing the for¬ 
ward programme to get best 
value from available resources 
and manpower. 


• Refit in a commercial yard 
is now r being planned for HMY 
Britannia. To allow the Royal 
Yacht to continue in service for 
at least another iO years, the 
Government is considering in¬ 
viting commercial tenders later 
this year for a refit in 1987. 

The work has been brought 
forward for operational reasons, 
the Commons were told, and 
could not be carried out at the 
Yacht’s Portsmouth base port 
without disrupting planned 
work on warships there. 


WITH first selection boards sitting in May to choose men for the Navy’s Second Open 
Engagement, many people interested in this new-style longer career are pondering the chances of 
their names appearing in the selection signal in June. 


1987) will affect the final quota 
figures — that is the number the 
Navy can keep under the man¬ 
power ceiling in force for 
1987-88. 

Looking a little farther ahead, 
the Directorate of Naval Man¬ 
power and Training says: “Men 
due to complete 22 years in 
1989-90 or later might reason¬ 
ably expect at least a 25 per cent 
chance of 20E, across the three 
or four hoards involved, but no 
outright guarantee is offered. 

Chances will generally 
improve, year on year. Men due 
to complete 22 years before 
1989 can expect similar or 
possibly better chances than 


those they would have had for a 
Fifth Five,” 

One of the questions which 
lias been put to the Second Sea 
Lord’s Personnel Liaison Team 
during presentations in recent 
months has been whether 
quotas for branches could be 
published each year before 
boards. 

The official answer lo this 
point is no, 

'The Board must he given 
some flexibility to u trade 11 be¬ 
tween groups of candidates, 
according to quality and to 
defer decisions by a year in 
marginal cases. This is only fair, 
particularly within the smaller, 


more sensitive branches.” 

Another question is whether 
a “reserve’ 1 list will be 
published. 

The reply here is: “A reserve 
list is unlikely, in the normal 
course, as your group will be 
eligible again, year by year, as it 
progresses through the 
'eligibility’ zone (17-21 years 
time). 

“Tire quota will be applicable 
to that particular group (men 
due to complete 22 years during 
one calendar year) as it 
progresses and a drop-out in 
1986 would create an extra 

# Turn to back page 


This takes into account 
the best forecasts which can 
be made on future rates of 
notice-giving, which in turn 
has a direct bearing on the 
promotions and advance¬ 
ments possible in branches. 

The figures will be re-worked 
each year as requirements 
become dear. But what they 
show at present is that of the 
6,000 or so senior ratings due to 
achieve 22 years reekonable 
service between July t, 1986 
and December 31, 1990, at least 
five per cent (or 300) can expect 
their names on the signal in 
June. Some men on “Fifth 
Fives” will feature as well. 

Notice-giving statistics up to 
March 31 this year (effective 
terminal dates in September 

Wings of 
\ Pegasus 

STRIKING picture of the 
Navy's multi-role strike 
aircraft: It was taken to 
mark the fogging of a 
total of 28,000 flying 
hours by Rotts-Royce 
Pegasus Mark 104 en¬ 
gines as power plant of 
the British Aerospace 
Sea Harrier . 

The picture shows an 
aircraft from the Fleet Air 
Arm's 800 Squadron, and 
was taken by Roits - 
Royce photographer 
Peter Scott. 


Assisting the Navy in 
calculating those chances 
is a commercial firm 
which has been modelling 
the requirement for 
ratings up to ten years 
ahead. 
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(icy) plunge for Paul's fund 


I 

Culdrose takes 


MEMBERS of the duty watch at RN 
air station Culdrose on Boxing 
Day were press-ganged into tak¬ 
ing a bracing fancy dress dip at 
Church Cove to raise money for 
AB(D) Paul Shorten, who was 
paralysed from the waist down In 
an accident last year. The 
swimmers, coerced by the Rev. 
Simon Stephens (wearing dog 
collar, centre) made £750 to en¬ 
able Paul’s home to be adapted. 

MARATHON DIVE 

Another £630 was raised for 
Paul by LS(D) Bungy Edwards and 
AB(D)s Tom Devaney, Jess Wake¬ 
field and Digger Dlgweed of HMS 
Vernon, who completed a mara¬ 
thon dive In freezing Horsea Lake. 
They later warmed up with a mug 
of Vernon grog. 

So far, more than £2,200 has 
been raised for the Paul Shorten 
fund. Culdrose divers contributed 
to that total by making £281 on a 
sponsored pub crawl. 

Paul is making progress at 
Stoke Mandeville Hospital. 


SNOWY 


CLINGHAM 


HELPING HANDS 




HEIR THEM RUT 


SNOWY 


BACK ON 


TRAINEE Royal Navy 
pilots learning to fly at 
RAF Linton-on-Ouse, 
Yorkshire, pulled a Ford 
Fiesta three times round 
the centre of Harrogate 


and collected £850 to 
buy a television and 
other equipment for 
Hollybank School for 
disabled children at 
Huddersfield. 


SAILORS from Portsmouth area establishments are 
going out of their way to help ex-CPO Snowy Clingham 
— in fact, some of them are going all the way to 
Scotland. 


Snowy was tragically 
paralysed from the waist 
down in July 1983 when he 
fell 40ft. in Portsmouth 
Naval Base from HMS Bris¬ 
tol after a piece of equip¬ 
ment shattered. 

The intention is to send 
Snowy and his wife to America 
for him to be fitted with a pair 
of computer-operated walking 
aids. The American invention 
stimulates the leg muscles with 
electronic impulses. 

Six men from HMS Dolphin, 
supported by four drivers, are 
setting out from Faslane on 
March 1 to walk all the way 
back to Gosport. They hope to 
pick up sponsorship money on 
the road during their “Walk of 
Life,” arriving back in Dolphin 
on March 25. 

They hope to involve top pop 
group Dire Straits, who have a 
hit record called “Walk of 
Life.” 

The walkers will be sleeping 
in a mobile home, Swan 
National are providing a back¬ 
up vehicle, and the Dolphin 
Welfare Fund and RN Subma¬ 
rine Museum have already 
promised £250 between them. 

CPO Pete Lightowler (HMS 
Dolphin ext. 41116) would like 
to hear from potential sponsors. 

Also doing their thing for 
Snowy Clingham are ten men 
from HMS Temeraire and the 
Portsmouth Field Gun Crew. 
Both teams have entered the 
Portsmouth half marathon on 
March 9 with fund-raising very 
much on their minds. 

The field gunners will “run” 


Would-be sponsors can con¬ 
tact the field gunners on Ports¬ 
mouth Naval Base ext. 25814. 

Another boost for the Snowy 
Clingham appeal was coming 
from the Gordon Arms pub at 
Fareham, where a 24-hour darts 
marathon was taking place on 
February 22-23 to raise money. 


HIS FEET! 


the 13-mile course with a gun 
and limber in tow, while the 
clubswingers will be racing in 
wheelchairs. Already the gun¬ 
ners have been promised £300 
by Spar Grocers, to be divided 
between Snowy and the Lord 
Mayor of Portsmouth’s Appeal. 


Euryalus 
baby cheque 
weighs 
in at £200! 


POPT Bill Bamford came up with the bright idea of a sponsored cycle 
ride incorporating a race against HMS Euryalus from Portsmouth to 
Plymouth — and was promptly volunteered as a rider. An honourable 
draw was declared after a gruelling 18-hour ride, and the £200 
proceeds are pictured above being presented by Bill and Capt. John 
Trlnder, commanding officer of HMS Euryalus, to Sister Margaret 
Hunt of the Special Care Baby Unit at Freedom Fields Hospital, 
Plymouth. 


RFA Diligence, home of 
Naval Party 2010 in the 
South Atlantic, surprised the 
Plymouth and District Leu¬ 
kaemia Fund with a £1,000 
donation in January. 

The cheque was brought back 
by CMEM(M) Andy McDonald 
and handed over at the PDLFs 
annual dance in HMS Drake’s 
Senior Rates’ Mess. 

Since adopting the Leu¬ 
kaemia Fund as their charity 
two years ago, the constantly 
changing members of NP 2010 
aboard the Diligence have 
raised £2,794. 

Events contributing to the 
latest cheque included a spon¬ 
sored slim by Bosun Ron Ken¬ 
nedy, CPOWEA John Krumins, 
CPOCK Len Wade and Second 
Stewards Alex McIntyre and 
Steve Perrin, a charity night on 
the after well deck, and a 
sponsored head-shave by SGI 
Mario Perrin. 

□ □ □ 

CPO Bill Carr of HMS Hying 
Fox, Bristol Division RNR, has 
presented a cheque for £1,230 
to the British Institute for Brain 
Injured Children — bringing to 
nearly £3,000 the amount of 
money he has raised for good 
causes. 

His latest contribution was 
earned the hard way, by com¬ 
pleting the New York marathon 
in October. Bill, who spent 22 
years in the Royal Navy, was 
supported by the Senior Rates’ 
Mess at Flying Fox. He has run 
several marathons in the past to 
raise money for multiple 
sclerosis sufferers. 

D □ □ 

Four snooker buffs serving in 
HMS St Vincent indulged them¬ 
selves in their hobby to such an 
extent that they raised more 
than £500 to buy television sets 
for the Great Ormond Street 
Children’s Hospital. 

LS Jeff Wills, LS Steve Last, 
SA Keith Mounsey and LCK 
Wally Walden potted away for 
24 hours, encouraged through 
the night by members of the 
ship’s company. The Junior 
Ratings’ Mess also made a 
contribution. 

□ □ □ 

One of the most unusual — 
and spectacular — presentations 
of a cheque was accomplished in 
Stokes Bay, Gosport, in Janu¬ 
ary, when Search and Rescue 
Flight Commander Lieut. Peter 
Bowden from HMS Daedalus 
was winched down to a rescue 
boat belonging to the Gosport 
and Fareham Inshore Rescue 
Service. 

Despite near gale force 
winds, he safely delivered a 
cheque for £200 which will be 
used to repair the ten-year-old 
rescue boat. The gift of money 
came from the Fleet Air Arm 
Officers’ Association. 

□ □ □ 

Seven members of the ship’s 
company of HMS Leander 
cycled from Hull to York and 
back to raise £378 for the 
Sailors’ Children’s Society. The 


PH/gence 

raises a 
surprise 

£ 1,000 

money was handed over to 
Newlands Children’s Home, 
Hull, by the ship’s commanding 
officer, Cdr. G. Rhys-Jones. 

□ □ □ 

HMS Sherwood, the RNR 
communications training unit at 
Nottingham, organised a variety 
of events, ranging from raffles 
to mini-marathons, to make 
money for the Nottingham 
Hospital’s Scanner Appeal. 

The ship’s company raised 
£1,100 in memory of Third 
Officer Christine Wright, a 
member of the unit who died 
last year from cancer. 

□ □ □ 

HMS Collingwood Volunteer 
Band teamed up with the band 
of the Hampshire Constabulary 
for two pre-Christmas concerts. 
Their combined efforts pro¬ 
duced £215 for the Collingwood 
Charities Chest. 

□ □ □ 

Trainees from Revenge 
Squadron, HMS Raleigh, pre¬ 
sented a cheque for £250 to 
Beckley Unit for handicapped 
children at Scott Hospital, Ply¬ 
mouth. The squadron sends two 
of its members to the unit every 
weekend to help staff look after 
the children. 

Revenge Squadron trainees 
also raised £200 towards a num¬ 
ber of Christmas hampers given 
by HMS Raleigh’s ship’s com¬ 
pany to the Torpoint Pen¬ 
sioners’ Voice Club and Physi¬ 
cally Handicapped and Able 
Bodied Club. 

D □ □ 

Four men from HM subma¬ 
rine Churchill, led by their 
commanding officer, Cdr. Jeff 
Tall, visited their affiliated 
London borough of Redbridge, 
former constituency of Sir Win¬ 
ston Churchill, and handed over 
a cheque for £1,000 to the 
Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association. 

A Labrador named Winston 
will become the eyes of a blind 
person in the borough. The 
ship’s company also provided 
presents for 30 children at a 
local family day centre. 

□ □ □ 

A children’s variety show 
group called the Talentaires 
have donated the £1,085 pro¬ 
ceeds from their Christmas 
show in HMS Drake’s theatre to 
the Royal Navy fund which pays 
for handicapped children to go 
on pilgrimage to Lourdes at 
Easter. 
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SPIKE THE TERROR 
IS PUT TO FUGHT 


ANOTHER Navy parrot has vacated Its perch. 
Soon after news that HMS Peacock’s pet 
cockatoo, AB Parrot Floyd, had taken a fatal 
plunge into Hong Kong harbour, comes word 
that HMS CollingwoocTs ill-behaved parrot 
Spike has been dismissed from the Service. 

Leading Parrot Spike (Service No. 000001P) 
blotted her copybook once too often by 
indulging In her favourite bad habit — flying off 
the handle and attacking any sailor who had a 
Scottish accent or fair hair. 

It all became too much for the Navy, and 
Spike was hauled before the Commander’s 
fable to answer for her sins. There she was 
discharged In accordance with Queen’s 
Regulations for the Royal Navy Article 0B76 8a 
(unsuitability of temperament). 

However, Spike had her fans — as Colling- 
wood found to its chagrin. Many letters of 
complaint were received by the Fa reham 


establishment, several of them alleging racist 
and sexiest motives over the sacking! 

Colling wood did, nevertheless, ensure that 
Spike's nest was feathered for her retirement: 
she is being looked after by her handier, CPO 
Alan Glendlnnlng, at his Portsmouth home. 

SP1KERNELL DIVISION 

Spike joined the Navy in 1930 and was at 
first thought to be male when she began her 
career at HMS Fisgard, the new entry artificer 
training establishment at Torpoint, Cornwall 
She served as a mascot to SpikerneII Division, 
after which she was named. 

When Fisgard closed in 1963 she was 
transferred to Coillngwood. 

As Spike’s span of service was ending the 
Hong Kong patrol vessel HMS Peacock was 
trying to recruit a parrot to replace Floyd, 
whose flying leap into eternity was reported In 


the January edition of Navy News. 

At a ceremonial parade, a temporary stand-in 
was provided by the colony’s Ocean Park — 
and Acting Ordinary Parrot McCaw soon 
established a firm grip on trainee parrot 
handler CPO Chris Waspe. 


McCaw passed his test with flying colours, 
found the occasion a real screech and left his 
mark on several uniforms. It was with reluc¬ 
tance that he was returned to Ocean Park by 
the ship’s company who are still searching for 
a permanent mascot. 




Yemen 


is 


Hydra's 


rescue 


grand finale 


EVACUATION of refugees from South Yemen seems likely to have been the last 
major event in the career of HMS Hydra. The 20-year-old ocean-going survey ship 
which took off a multi-national group of refugees from AhGhaydar, 500 miles east of 


Aden, is due for disposal i 

She was returning to 
Britain on February 27 after 
visits to Haifa, Crete, Tunis 
and Gibraltar as well as her 
operations off South 
Yemen. 

The decision was taken to 
offer the Hydra for sale in light 
of manpower ceilings and the 
entry of the new coastal survey 
vessel HMS Roebuck, 

Built by Brooke Marine at 
Lowestoft, the 1,400-ton Roe¬ 
buck is considerably larger than 
the coastal survey vessels of the 
Bulldog class and will be fitted 
with the latest electronic survey¬ 
ing equipment linked to a 
powerful computer system. 

She is due to be handed over 
to the Navy at Devonport in the 
summer and is expected to 
begin operational work next 
year. 

The Hydra, which served as a 


April, 

hospital ship in the Falklands 
War, may be bought by a 
foreign navy, as several coun¬ 
tries are reported to be inter¬ 
ested in the 2,700-ton vessel 

Negotiations 

During her career she has 
more than once played roles in 
disaster relief and evacuation —- 
including East Pakistan (1970), 
Rodrigues (1972) and Iran 
(1979). She was called in to help 
with the South Yemen evacu¬ 
ation ’while operating off East 
Africa. 

At first, the military powers 
in Al-Ghaydar refused permis¬ 
sion for the ship to carry out her 
mission, but after negotiations 
her commanding officer, Cdr. 
Charles Heron-Watson, secured 
the agreement of the authorities 
ashore for him to proceed. 

Within a few hours four boats 


from the Hydra had brought on 
board all the refugees — Euro¬ 
peans, Orientals and South 
Americans. 

Earlier in her Indian Ocean 
deployment, a team of seven 
from the ship climbed Mount 
Kenya’s third highest peak dur- 
ing the Hydra’s visit to 
Mombasa. 

Led by Lieut.-Cdr* Jones, the 
party reached the 16,355-ft 
Point Lenana, and a month 
later a member of the team — 
AB(SR) M, Farrar — was 
invited to join HMS Newcastle’s 
exped to the mountain. He and 


Lieut.-Cdr. Woodvine of the 
Newcastle reached the 17,899-ft 
NeUon Peak. 

• Following her mercy mis¬ 
sion to Aden, the Royal Yacht 
was again involved in a rescue 
when she picked up the two- 
man crew of a launch in trouble 
off Queensland. 

HMY Britannia was alerted 
by the authorities in Canberra 


after the launch had reported 
engine failure. When the Royal 
Yacht picked up the men, she 
requested helicopter evacuation 
for one of them who appeared 
to be suffering from a perfora¬ 
ted ulcer. 

After the incident, the Brit¬ 
annia called at Cairns for sup¬ 
plies before continuing to New 
Zealand for the Queen’s visit. 


Refugees check in on board HMS Hydra. Personal details are 
recorded by MAA D. J. Townsend at a temporary “office” on the 
flight deck. 


Wotton 
to join 
Sea 
Cadets 

HMS Wotton, until recently 
the ship of London RNR 
Division, has been reprieved 
from the breakers to become 
the headquarters of 
Woolwich Sea Cadet unit. 

The Wotton, survivor of a 
class of US wooden-hulled mine 
countermeasures vessels, was 
commissioned in 1957. In the 
late 1970s and early 1980s she 
served in the Fishery Protection 
Squadron. She became an RNR 
ship in 198L 

As one old vessel is reprieved 
another, HMS Aveley, is head¬ 
ing for final disposal The 
Aveley, last of the Ley-class 
inshore minesweepers, has been 
displaced by the Wotton as 
Woolwich Sea Cadet HQ. She 
will be placed on the disposal 
list at Portsmouth. 

HMS Aveley was commis¬ 
sioned in 1953 and served the 
Royal Navy until 1982 when she 
was transferred to the cadets. 
However, the expanding unit 
now require a larger vessel. 

Heron's 

busy 

flock 

THREE Sea Heron Cl aircraft 
based at RN air station 
Yeovilton — coincidentally 
named HMS Heron — visited 
110 airfields throughout Britain 
and Europe during 1985, 
transporting 4,177 passengers. 

The aircraft of Heron Flight, 
the communications squadron, 
are more than 25 years old and 
are used mainly for VIP trans¬ 
portation and the support of 
other Ycovilton-based 
squadrons. 

Last year they operated to 
France, Germany, Holland, 
Denmark, Norway, Italy, Spain, 
Switzerland, Portugal and Bel¬ 
gium. They were also involved 
in pilot training and oil rig and 
submarine exercises. 

Heron Flight also operates a 
Sea Heron C4, nicknamed the 
Admirals Barge, which is under 
the control of Flag Officer 
Naval Air Command. 

There are no immediate plans 
to replace the veteran aircraft, 
which are expected to be in use 
until the mid 1990s. 
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Why the Supply lines are 
getting thinner 


THE Supply Branch is 
now entering an era of 
acute shortages, the like 
of which we have not 
seen for some time — if 
ever. 

The S & S Branches are 
being trimmed back, in 
common with all other sup¬ 
port branches and, to main¬ 
tain satisfactory sea / shore 
ratios for the men, some of 
the WRNS branches are 
having to take a 
disproportionate share of 
the reductions. The male 
branches too, will see their 
shore billets considerably 
reducing, and even then, 
there will be many billets 
gapped In the immediate 
future. 

The Writers and Cook 
branches will be over 100 
underborne by October 
1966, with the SAs not far 



behind. The Stewards will 
be about 60 short. 

So when will we get back 
to full strength? It is difficult 
to say, as the demand for a 
share of the recruiting cake 
exceeds the provision that 
can be made. Recruits are 
selected for the branches 
expected to have the great¬ 
est shortage In the future, 
and there are many 
branches above the S & S in 
the pecking order. 

Drafty is at present re¬ 
quired to give priority to fill 
billets in ships, front line 
squadrons, LFS, NATO 
abroad and operational 
shore units. This leaves the 


burden of gaps to be carried 
by the major shore 
establishments. 

So when those of you at 
sea need an urgent re¬ 
placement, please remem¬ 
ber the BSOs who bear the 
brunt of the shortages. Add 
to that the extra commit¬ 
ments, (guards, street lin¬ 
ing, Navy Days, Clockwork 
and so on) and we are 
driving hard those few who 
run the shop ashore. 

MOD is increasing recruit- 
ing targets, adjusting 
priorities, and may intro¬ 
duce some reduced 
manning standards at sea. 
But It all takes time. 



But when she got there .. ? 


Three big questions 
medics always ask 


AMONG the many phone 
calls received every day by 
Medical Drafty, three parti¬ 
cular topics are raised with 
monotonous regularity — 
sea time, local foreign ser¬ 
vice and billets for male 
QARNNS ratings. 

This article is an ideal oppor¬ 
tunity to show just what the 
situation is in these three areas 
and to offer alternatives which 
Medical Branch ratings may 
wish to consider. 

Sea time 

The following is the number 
of sea jobs available with, in 
brackets, the current bearing in 

parh rat#** 

CPOMA — 6 (64); POM A — 
34, including three dental (132); 
LMA — 37, including seven 
dental (191); MA — 11, includ¬ 
ing four dental (204); MT4(P) 

- 2 (4). 

From these figures it can be 
seen that for the Able Rate the 
chances of a ship are slim, and 
for the lucky few who do get to 
sea their tour will be limited to 
12 months to give others a 
chance. 

Fortunately there is a solution 
for those of you who are 
champing at the bit for a change 

— how about volunteering for 
Submarines or Commandos? 
You can be quiet sure your life 
will never be quite the same 
again! If you are interested, a 


MtDlCAL 

DRAFrme 



C240 will start the ball rolling. 

Those of you preferring to 
stay General Service but still 
waiting to broaden your hori¬ 
zons might think of gaining an 
additional ADQUAL. Dental 
or audio qualifications are 
examples — the courses are run 
regularly and not particularly 
long or arduous. 


Foreign 

Service 


Any budding linguists will be 
interested in knowing the cur¬ 
rent LFS billets. Most of these 
billets are very popular and on 
the whole it has been possible to 
fill them to everyone’s satisfac¬ 
tion, but the number of volun¬ 


teers is now dropping, especially 
in the DSA / DHYG branch: 

Germany — one PO HYG / 
LWRN HYG. 

Hong Kong — one CPOMA; 
one POMA; one LWRN HYG. 

Italy — one POMA; one 
LWRN HYG. 

Portugal — one CPOMA; 
one PORGN. 

Diego Garcia — two LMAs. 

Gibraltar — one CPOMA; 
two POM As, nine LMAs; four 
MAs; one MT(HI); two 
MT(R)s; one MT(P); two 
MT(L)s; two LWRN DSAs; 
three WRN DSAs; one LWRN 
HYG; one POWRN DSA; one 
CPORGN; one PORGN; three 
LRGNs; seven LEN(G)s; one 
EN(G). 


As can be seen, the list is not 
a long one, but even so early 
out-of-turn volunteers are 
occasionally required. If you are 
prepared to move at less than 
the five months normal drafting 
notice tell Drafty when you put 
in your C240 — it should make 
all the difference to getting the 
place of your choice. 

If you are not available im¬ 
mediately you could still be 
considered at a later date. 

QARNNS 

Since the Unification of the 
Nursing Service mounting con¬ 
cern has been expressed by the 
male QARNNS over the lack of 
billets outside the two major 


hospitals. This problem has 
been recognised and is currently 
being investigated, but again 
there are alternatives that, if 
pursued, could offer the male 
greater interest and scope. 

Have you thought of Occupa¬ 
tional Health? This is a field of 
growing importance and could 
provide the opportunity for you 
to work by yourself, and be 
responsible to an establishment 
for the well-being of all person¬ 
nel at work. 

Have you considered working 
with computers, now a part of 
normal office furniture? An 
ADP aptitude test can easily be 
arranged for you, with no 
obligation for you to proceed if 
you find computing is not your 
cup of tea. 

Have a discussion with your 
Divisional Officer and should 
such an idea appeal, send a 
C240 to Drafty. 

For those in the Nursing 
Service who wear black stock¬ 
ings and frillies* all the forego¬ 
ing applies equally well to you, 
with the added bonus that if you 
become a registered mental 
nurse you will be unique in the 
Service. 

* Sorry chaps, frillies are not 
what you think they are, they are 
the lacy cuffs female nurses wear 
when they roll their sleeves up! 


Pushing 

the 

desks 

together 


From April 1 the Cooks 
Drafting Desk and the 
Caterers Drafting Desk will 
combine in line with the 
amalgamation of these two 
branches. 

It is envisaged that the 
current Cook and Caterer 
advancement rosters will 
continue separately for 
some time. It is difficult to 
forecast when an amalga¬ 
mation is likely; however, it 
is In the Interest of all 


THE S & S need more 
volunteers for: 

• ADP — Any branch may 
apply (male or female) 

• Falklands — WRNS 
now serve there, writers 
only at present. 

A C240 or DPC will 
identify you as a volunteer. 


serving Caterers to pass the 
PQE for POCA at the 
earliest opportunity to 
reserve their right for 
advancement to that rate. 

Those CAs who have not 
yet passed the PE for LCA 
should attempt to do so 
before December 31 1966 as 
after this date on passing 
the PE they will join the 
roster for LCK and therefore 
not be eligible to be con- 
sldered for the CA 
specialisation until qualified 
under the new selection 
procedure. 

So get to it all you young 
CAs and start now at 
passing for LCA (there are 
over 50 of you who have yet 
to pass this exam; as you 
have all now served for over 
two years, it’s about time 
you passed this hurdle). 


Catering 
for gaps 


CONTRACT catering is 
clearly going to affect 
drafting preferences and 
sea / shore ratios. That said, 
as all support branches are 
facing reduced numbers, 
the loss of shore billets will 
not have a dramatic effect. 

As many of you wilt know, 
many billets are already 
gapped ashore, and con¬ 
tract catering will help to 
reduce the workload on 
those who are struggling to 
keep a service going with 
insufficient staff. 
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FREESIAS FROM 
GUERNSEY 

DIRECT FROM OUR 
NURSERIES 

A gift for that special occasion, 
Mother’s Day, Easter, Birthdays, 
anniversaries etc. Specially 
packed to retain freshness 

20 Beautiful Blooms ££ 4.50 
40 Beautiful Blooms ££ 7.25 
60 Beautiful Blooms £ 10.50 

incl. p.p. V.A.T. 

Posted to Europe £3 extra 
Send cheque / P.O. with card 
or message to 

FREESIAS BY POST 
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Telephone Guernsey 38839 


ARE YOU ON THIS 
WANTED LIST ?— 


CALLING WEs and MEs 
. . . the ongoing and 
slightly increased subma¬ 
rine manpower require¬ 
ments cannot always be 
met by ex-Part 2 trainees. 

From time to time, more 
experienced General Service 
ratings are required to serve 
In the Submarine Service. 

Currently, Drafty is looking 
for volunteers in the follow¬ 
ing categories: 

CPOMEA(ML) with steam 
UWC; CPO and POWEA 
(AD/CEW/WD/OC); POMEA 
(ML & EL); LMEA (ML & EL); 
LMEM (M & L); MEM (M & L). 

Applicants with at least five 
years of their current en¬ 



gagement to serve should 
complete a C241 to record 
their willingness to serve in 
submarines. 
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( —It's business as usual for Sir Tristram 


RFA Sir Tristram is once more 
under the command of Capt. G. 
R. Green who won the Dis¬ 
tinguished Service Cross as the 
ship’s commanding officer dur¬ 
ing the Falklands campaign. 

Her return to operational service 
began when she assisted In the 
deployment of troops to Norway for 
their annual three-month spell of 
Arctic warfare training. 

She was back in Devonport in 
February for flying trials, and later 


that month deployed to Norway again 
to take part in Exercise Anchor 
Express. She Is due to return to her 
Marchwood base in mid-March. 

The Sir Tristram was built at the 
Tyne shipyard of Hawthorn Leslie 
and completed In 1967. Ordered by 
the Ministry of Transport on behalf of 
the Army, the six ships of the “Round 
Table" class were originally managed 
by the British India Steam Navigation 
Company. 

However, In the early 1970s they 


were transferred to the RFA and all 
six were involved in the Falklands 
campaign. Only the Sir Perclvale and 
the Sir Geraint were relatively 
unscathed. The Sir Galahad was 
destroyed, the Sir Tristram heavily 
damaged, the Sir Lancelot pierced by 
a bomb, and the Sir Bedivere hit by 
another which fortunately bounced 
into the sea. 

Termed landing ships logistic 
(LSLs) the vessels are multi-purpose 
carriers for troops and heavy 
vehicles. Bow and stern doors give 


them a roll-on, roll-off capability, 
while the addition of deck-to-deck 
ramps enables a full load of vehicles 
to be disembarked on to the beach. 

LSLs can also carry two 120-ft 
pontoon rafts with outboard engines 
and which can be used as vehicle 
ferries or as a causeway to the shore. 

Each ship has the capacity to 
transport a maximum of 534 troops, 
16 tanks, 34 mixed vehicles and 30 
tons of ammunition — all of which 
can be varied In quantity to suit 
requirements. 






Return 


of the 


Phoenix 


POSTCARDS In the Ships of the Royal Navy series are obtainable from Navy News, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH at 20p each (minimum order £1) including postage and packing 
(£2 per dozen) on receipt of stamps, postal orders or cheques. A standing order for the supply 
of each card on publication (12 issues) can be arranged on receipt of postal order or cheque 

for £4.50. 
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aerials are mounted on the 
mainmast which has taken on a 
goalmouth-like appearance. 

The vehicle deck doubles as a 
flight deck, with the capability 
of landing large Chinook heli¬ 
copters. A central flyco has 
been established in the bridge 
section to deal with the forward 
and after landing areas, while 
closed circuit TV has been pro¬ 
vided to monitor both decks. 

First-of-class flying trials were 
carried out successfully in 
December and proved the prac¬ 
ticality of the changed shape of 
the after flight deck. 

Firefighting improvements in¬ 
clude two automatic foam guns 
which overlook the decks, and 
provision below of a gas flood¬ 
ing system. 

Accommodation 

Accommodation and ameni¬ 
ties have also been improved: 
the public rooms have been 
redesigned to open-plan, and 
the dormitories have been 
modified to comply with up- 
to-date passenger ship 
regulations. 

Troops’ cafeteria has been 
rebuilt to a more informal stan¬ 
dard and is reminiscent of the 
style of modern roadside 
restaurants. 

Main engines have been re¬ 
tained, but they are now 
managed by means of a new 
electronic pneumatic control 
system. 

Thus the Sir Tristram has 
shed the scars of her Falklands 
ordeal. However, her part in 
that war cannot — and will not 
— be forgotten. Two days 
before the completion of her 
reconstruction she was pre¬ 
sented with her Battle Honour 
“South Atlantic 1982,” one of 
the last RFAs to receive such an 
award. 


There's always a great deal at 

Naafi 


WHEN RFA Sir Tristram was bombed during the 
Falklands War the landing ship’s useful career seemed 
to be over. 


Her sister-ship, RFA Sir Galahad, was so devastated by 
the Argentine attack at Fitzroy that she was towed away and 
scuttled. 


In addition to the day to day advantages of shopping at Naafi, 
there’s a great deal the Naafi customer can count on, so don’t hesitate 
to ask your Naafi shop manager for details of the many services 
available. He will be pleased to give you written details of 
all finance facilities. 


It seemed as if the Sir Tris¬ 
tram, too, would have to be 
written off. Even the prestigious 
“Jane’s Fighting Ships” deleted 
her name in the main entries of 
the 1982-83 edition and referred 
to her in a footnote as “hit and 
abandoned off the Falklands 
Island, 8 June 1982.” 

But rumours of her impend¬ 
ing death were premature. 
AftQr a spell as a floating 
barrack block off Port Stanley, 
the Sir Tristram was saved by a 
remarkable recovery and recon¬ 
struction programme which has 
made her not just as good as 
new, but better than ever. 

The germ of the idea for the 
ship’s return from the ashes was 
cultivated in 1983 when a 
decision was made to build an 
artificial harbour in Port 
Stanley. 

Piggy-back 

Pre-fabricated sections were 
carried south on heavy-lift 
ships, one of which was the Dan 
Lifter. She had no return cargo, 
and the owners offered to carry 
any suitable cargo away from 
the islands at a reduced rate. 

Eyes alighted on the Sir Tris¬ 
tram. She would be the suitable 
cargo. The battle-scarred hulk 
was lifted clear of the water and 
secured for the 8,000 - mile 
piggy-back voyage home. 

Her return safely accom¬ 
plished, transformation of the 
vessel began at Tyne 
Shiprepairers’ drydock at 
Wallsend. Most dramatic 
feature of the rebuild was re¬ 
placement of the aluminium 
superstructure with steel, com¬ 
pensation for the extra weight 
being provided by a new mid¬ 
ships section which increased 
buoyancy. 

The 120-ton section 


lengthened the ship by 29ft, and 
the major surgery was accom¬ 
plished by cutting the vessel in 
two. The bow was then floated 
out of the dock, the midships 
section floated in — followed by 
the bow section. Once in place 
all three sections were attached. 

New technology 

Internally, the Tristram’s 
communications complex has 
been enlarged and fitted out 
with the most modern equip¬ 
ment available. An electronics 
maintenance room has also 
been provided, and thought has 
been given to the future by 
planning the whole layout of the 
complex in such a way as to 
ease any further refit. 

Satellite communications and 
navigation equipment has been 
introduced and helicopter con¬ 
trol facilities have been ex¬ 
panded and updated by the 
fitting of helicopter control 
radar. 

Three radar and satellite 


FACTS 

AND 

FIGURES 

Displacement: In 
excess of 5,700 
fully loaded. Length: 
409ft. Beam: 58ft. 
Draught: 13ft. Arma¬ 
ment: Two 40/60mm 
Bofors guns. Propul¬ 
sion: Two Mfrrlees 
diesel engines driving 
two shafts producing 
9,400 bhp; bo 
thruster. Speed: 17 
knots. Range: 8,000 
miles at 15 knots. 
Complement: 69. 


Naafi 

is a name 
that means < 
great deal! 

Naafi is... a new colour TV... 

an advanced VCR...the latest hi-fi 
a labour saving appliance... 
a gift for a special occasion... 
new sports clothing or a 
quality piece of sports equipment., 
with a budget account scheme to 
increase your purchasing power. 


Naafi is ...carsales., 
finance for a new car 
or caravan... motor insurance. 
life assurance... house purchase... 

plans... household and 
personal insurance...holiday 
and travel insurance. 
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WHEN the carefully- 
considered decision was 
taken to increase the price 
of Navy News to 20p, we 
were fairly confident from 
past* experience that it would 
be accepted by most readers 
— but prepared ourselves 
for any ensuing sales re¬ 
sistance. 

However, by the time we 
came to prepare the letters 
pages for this issue, we had 
received only one letter of 
gentle complaint — from a 
lieutenant-commander serving 
in the Ministry of Defence in 
London. 

Commenting on the front¬ 
page announcement about the 
price rise in our January 
edition, he writes: “While I 
fully support every fact and 
sentiment in the statement of 
intent, I nonetheless cannot re¬ 
sist the temptation to say that 
my eyebrows fluttered when I 
read it. I cannot recall in my 
short lifespan any Fleet Street 
edition rising by 100 per cent 
overnight. 

“So much for inflation-linked 
rises. 

Captive 

“However, being a member 
of a captive audience, I will just 
have to take out an extra 
mortgage to enable me to con¬ 
tinue to read about the Service 
in a most enjoyable manner.” 

After that benign broadside, 
and refraining from the urge to 
organise a whip-round for our. 
strapped but loyal reader, it 
almost makes us blush with 
embarrassment in quoting from 
a few more letters received on 
the subject. 

Ex-submarine coxswain Mr 
Les Thorpe, of Telford, Shrop¬ 
shire, writes: “Rather than any 
‘Shame on you!’ in horrified 
tones, I would rather say I have 
wondered how you kept the 
price down to 10p for so long. 


Even at 20p it will still be 
exceedingly good value . . . 

“I sincerely hope, though, 
that my wife will still be able to 
state that it is the only paper 
that she can read without get¬ 
ting coal-black hands and 
smudges on her face. How do 
you do it?” 

Commending us for our 
“forthright” announcement, Mr 
Maurice K. Tither, of 


Chesterfield, writes, “Too 
often, price rises are tucked 
away ashamedly on an inside 
page. As a subscriber of fairly 
long standing — and a pen¬ 
sioner — I would reassure you 
that, at 20p, the ‘News’ will 
continue to be excellent value, a 
unique publication of immense 
value to the Service.” 

A letter from Edenbridge 
Branch of the Royal Naval Asso¬ 


ciation included the comment: 
“Keep up the good work with 
your paper. We all agree that 
it’s still excellent value at 20p a 
copy and we are grateful you 
continue to hold down costs, 
which must be quite a feat in 
this day and age.” 

Several correspondents ad¬ 
mitted to never having served in 
the Royal Navy or Royal 
Marines — although readers of 


Navy News need no such 
qualification! 

From Gravesend, Kent, Mr 
W. L. A. Cheary (“not an ex- 
naval person”) informing us 
that his copy of Navy News is 
also enjoyed by his colleagues at 
Northfleet Ambulance Station, 
adds: “I am greatly surprised 
that you have not put up the 
price of your paper before, as I 
have not found a better-reading 


LETTERS IvltieEjditor- 


Write to Navy News, Barham Block, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH. 

Backward step for 
top leading rates 


paper that is so interesting in 
every way. It is well put 
together.” 

Junior Gunner Jervis, who 
writes from Gamecock Bar¬ 
racks, Bramcotc, Warks, to add 
his support for the increase, 
tells us he failed the naval 
entrance test and had to settle 
for the Junior Leaders Regi¬ 
ment, Royal Artillery, while the 
early ambition of Mr F. Home, 
of Nottingham, to join the 
Royal Navy was thwarted by 
sub-standard eyesight. 

“I like to think that I am near 
to my heart’s desire by having 
Navy News,” writes Mr Home. 
“Of course 20p is not too much. 
I’d pay 50p and still think it was 
a bargain.” 


Response 

'staggers' 

India 

envoy 


DUE TO ill-considered 
changes being made retro¬ 
spectively, mature and well- 
respected leading rates now 
find themselves in an 
unenviable position. 

Having passed their PPE for 
petty officer, and after two 
years gained advancement on 
their roster being judged on 
merit points, they now see a 
very real threat of being taken 
off the roster and reduced to 
scale “B” status. 

This would incur a loss of pay 


of £1.49 per day, if they have 
not passed the new PQE for 
petty officer by March 1986. 

Petty officers rated by B13 
see the prospect of being 
disrated to scale “B” leading 
rate, suffering a loss of pay of 
£3.83 per day. 

Both groups are further 
penalized by losing all progress 
gained in their advancement on 
the rosters, only being rein 
stated at the bottom of that 
roster on passing the PQE. 

The PQE has been intro¬ 
duced to replace the PPE for 
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petty officer, and what for the 
mechanical trade was a four- 
month course of formal training 
leading to the final examination. 

However the PQE is a do- 
it-yourself examination, with no 
formal training given and very 
little guidance offered. The 
availability of reference books is 
unable to meet the ever- 
increasing demand. 

The PQE is causing major 
problems for roster leading 
rates, who now see a real threat 
to their livelihood and that of 
their families. 

Surely it would serve the 
Navy and the personnel far 
better to review this unaccept¬ 
able situation as a matter of 
urgency. — Q. N. Elliott 
(CCAEA), RNAS Culdrose. 


Shou/ton's claim 
□ to fame 

l WAS sorry to read (January) 
that another Ton Class was 
leaving Portsmouth for the last 
time as the Kirkliston paid off. 

I must, however, dispute the 
claim that the Kirkliston was the 
Fleet’s first minehunter. The 
same claim was made in January 
1980 about HMS Shoulton. 

Having served in both ships I 
would like to have it confirmed 
that, although the Shoulton was 
used as a trials ship during her 
later years, she was the first 
sweeper to be converted to 
minehunter, several years 
before the Kirkliston. — M. J. 
Elwin (CPOWEA), 
Portsmouth. 

• Apologies to the Shoulton — 
and congratulations to 
CPOWEA Elwin for his avid 
readership of Navy News. In 
January 1960 we did indeed 
describe the Shoulton as the 
Fleet s first minehunter, a claim 
backed up by Jane s Fighting 
Ships. The Shoulton was modi¬ 
fied in 1957 whereas the 
Kirkliston started her conver¬ 
sion in November, 1962. — 
Editor. 


Dragon's dog 
□ Jack 

EX-CPO Wtr W. H Cooke 
wrote (December) on the sub¬ 
ject of what happened to Jack, 
HMS Dragon’s dog. 

I also served the whole of that 
commission in the Dragon, and 
could possibly be remembered 
as coxswain of the blue- 
and-whitc motor-boat known as 
“Lady of the Fleet.” 

When we left for home, Jack 
was left on the breakwater at 
Bermuda, because if brought 
home it would have meant six 
months in quarantine for him. 

Maybe some other ship on 


the station at that time (1935) 
adopted Jack, as he was only 
happy in the company of 
matelots. — Charles J. Moules 
(ex-CPO GI), Northwich, 
Cheshire. 

REFERENCE the letters about 
HMS Dragon’s dog Jack. I 
served in the ship on her last 
commission on the American 
and West Indies Station, paying 
off at Chatham on May 28, 
1937. 

When the ship was in Kings¬ 
ton, Jamaica, Jack died on 
board and was given a real 
sailor’s funeral, sewn up in 
canvas, weighted down, and 
buried at sea in the middle of 
Kingston harbour. — R. W. 
Evans, (ex-col sergt, RM), 
Great Shelford, Cambs. 

Medal query 
□ answered 

REGARDING the query 
(December) about the Nelson 
medal with the inscription 
BFSS, these were issued in 1905 
by the British and Foreign 
Sailors Society, and made from 
some surplus copper sheathing 
after dry-dock repairs to the 
Victory ship. 

The society produced the 
medals and trays to mark the 
Trafalgar centenary. — W. G. 
Burbage, Portsmouth. 


IN THE middle of last year 
you kindly published a 
letter for me, appealing for 
reminiscences from 
retired Royal Navy and 
Royal Indian Navy per¬ 
sonnel on the subject of 
Bombay Naval Dockyard. 

I was staggered by the size 
and warmth of the response, 
and the diversity of experi¬ 
ences covered in letters sent 
to me from the length and 
breadth of the United 
Kingdom. 

Those letters I passed on to 
the Bombay Naval Dockyard 
Anniversary organisers, and I 
should like now to let people 
know that a small number of 
selected excerpts from those 
letters was published in the 
Indian Express of Sunday 
January 5 — so some old 
shipmates made the 
footlights. 

Inevitably only a few could 
be included, but I should like 
to thank publicly all those 
who responded and who con¬ 
tributed significantly to 
strengthening the bonds be¬ 
tween Great Britain and India. 
— Martin Howard (Captain, 
RN) Naval Adviser to the British 
High Commission, New Delhi. 


How to make a 
disability claim 

FURTHER to Captain D. Beadle’s excellent letter (January), 
it is worth remembering that, while it is not possible to sue the 
Ministry of Defence as quoted in the letter by “Victim,” it is 
still possible, no matter how long it is since the time of 
service, for an ex-service man or woman to lodge a claim with 
the Department of Health and Social Security in respect of 
any disablement or ailment believed to be caused by service. 

What many ex-service people HappmCSS Of 

□ old Mermaids 


do no appreciate is that the 
government department respon 
sible for war and service attribu¬ 
table pensions is the DHSS, the 
heir to the Old Ministry of 
Pensions. 

If a claim is rejected, an 
individual can take his case to 
the quite independent Pensions 
Appeal Tribunal appointed by 
the judiciary. 

The Royal British Legion, or 
the RBL Scotland, will always 
assist in pursuing a claim, and 
the claimant does not have to be 
a member. 

I have personal recollection 
of a case of asbestosis (as cited 
in “Victim’s letter) being suc¬ 
cessful, and a pension awarded. 
— J. D. Haward (Lieut.-Cdr. 
retd), one-time pensions offi¬ 
cer of the RBL, Scotland. 


FOUR YEARS ago in the 
“Reunions” column of Navy 
News an old shipmate set out to 
form an annual reunion for the 
sloop HMS Mermaid. 

Thankfully I replied, and we 
shall be holding our fifth get- 
together this July in HMS Nel¬ 
son. My wife and I look forward 
so much to these dates. 

I felt I must let you know 
about the success and happiness 
that Navy News can bring to its 
readers. Any other ex- 
Mermaids interested in the 
reunion can contact me. — Bill 
(Ginger) White (ex-Tel), 9 
Highfield Crescent, Wednes- 
field, Wolverhampton, West 
Midlands. 




























The case 
for a 
W02 


I WAS interested to read 
LACCMEA(L) A. J. 
Dixon’s letter (December) 
regarding the status of the 
charge chief. 

I have always believed that 
this problem started with the 
introduction of fleet chiefs in 
1971, which put the rate of chief 
tiff or mech in a state of limbo, 
and did not exactly help the first 
class rates either. 

During my service career it 
was thought that a way round 
this problem would be to revise 
the way in which a CPO 
qualified for fleet chief. 

Why not have two classes of 
warrant officer like the Royal 
Marines, Royal Air Force, and 
Army, with all the candidates 
taking a PPE similar to charge 
chiefs. 

Educational qualifications 
would remain the same, al¬ 
though consideration should be 
given to the skilled technical 
rates whose courses take them 
to ONC standards which surpass 
“O” levels. 

All successful candidates 
would be rated W02, and in 
time advance to WOl on merit. 

This system would enhance 
the professional status of all 
warrant officers, and provide a 
fairer system which should be 
respected by all concerned, 
especially if there was a corre¬ 
sponding revision of pay and 
pensions. — V. A. W. Allen (ex- 
CMEMN(L)), Chatham. 

‘No need’ for 
□ new rate 

MT1 (PD) Derrick (February) 
regards the Charge Chief title as 
“inappropriate” and suggests it 
should be changed to warrant 
officer 2nd class. 

As a General Service, non¬ 
technical chief who has had to 
be a “chief in charge of chiefs” I 
can see no need for the Navy to 
introduce yet another level in 
the senior rates command struc¬ 
ture, resulting in a further step 
down in the pecking order for 
all concerned! 

This is not the view of some¬ 
one who believes he would “dip 
out” if a W02 rank was intro¬ 
duced into the Service as the 
OPS Branch has no need for an 
extra warrant officer level. 

Chiefs in my branch have, for 
a long time, managed to run 
large departments on ships and 
ashore without the need for 
extra badges or status to show 
that they are the man in charge. 
— R. Gough (CPO(OPs)(H)) 
HMS Dryad. 

• Would-be charge chiefs, 
take note — page 14 


•Tf*K 





ALL OF ONE 
COMPANY? 


IN REPLY to the article “A 
big leap backwards” (Janu¬ 
ary) I would like to put a 
(£w questions: 

1. If we are “all of one 
company,” why do FAA artifi¬ 
cers have to sit extensive written 
examinations from PO artificer 
to charge chief when General 
Service take nearly all oral, 
especially since an oral exami¬ 
nation is “usually considered 
less of an ordeal than written 
papers”? 

2. If wc arc “all of one 

company,” are the General Ser¬ 
vice oral boards set and chaired 
by a common examination 
board? 

EQUIVALENT 

3. If we are “all of one 

company,” what is the General 
Service equivalent to the ACC 
which entitles the Scale (B) 
CPO artificer to Scale (A) pay? 

4. If we are “all of one 

company,” why are WE CPO 
artificers sent on a CCWEAs’ 
course when considered suitable 
for promotion instad of taking a 
charge chief examination? 

5. Is a proportion of Subma¬ 

rine pay not awarded for the 
added responsibility of officers 
and ratings serving in HM 

submarines? 

6. Since BR 1950 does not 
discriminate between mechanics 


Serene badge ‘nicked’! 

THE CREST of the Second World War Algerine class 
minesweeper HMS Serene seems to have been “nicked.” 

The colourful print of 135 ship badges, published for 
the RN and RM Careers Service, includes “HMS 
Phoebe,” the crest of the ship portraying a moon-like 
face over a wavy sea. Surely two ships cannot have the 
same crest. — E. Drummond, Hon. Secretary, HMS 
Serene Association. 


and artificers, what is the 
equivalent qualification for the 
Scale (B) mechanic to be 
eligible for Scale (A) pay? 

7. If it is not acceptable “to 
upgrade SMR billets to charge 
chief AEA,” why has HMS 
Endurance always carried a 
CCAEA for two Wasps when 
the Type 22 frigate, with two 
(more sophisticated) Lynx air¬ 
craft, is only billeted for a 
CPOAEA? 

I do not have an axe to grind 
as I already possess an ACC, 
but 1 feel that my ACC qualifi¬ 
cation has been seriously de¬ 
valued by DCI RN 343/85. And 
how long will it be before a 
Flight Charge Certificate is 
introduced to supplement the 
ACC when it is discovered that 
not all CPOAEAs possess the 
“necessary personal qualities 
and technical ability” to carry 


Second World War 
cruiser HMS Cornwall 



Cornwall ensign dilemma 


REGARDING the tetter from Mr. Harold 
Thompson (January) about the missing 
silk ensign of NMtS Cornwall, I can tall him 
that It Is still m its glass cana, with tha ship, 
at tha bottom of tha Indian Ocaan. 

Whan tha ship was sinking on April 5, 
1942,1 thought about tha anaign, and saw It 
In Its cabinet* but tha oholca was tha anaign 
or my Ida. 


Before raiding tha papar I had written to 
tha Princess of Wafas Informing har of tha 
lost anaign, and suggesting that as tha 
Duchaas of Cornwall ana might ba able to 
Inaplra tha prs aa n t-day ladies of Cornwall 
to maki a similar pasture to thslr predeces* 
sort, and organlaa an anaign tor tha ntw 
HMS Cornwall. — Patar Noble-Mackle, 


out the duties of a Small Ship’s 
Flight SMR? — I. K. Wickens. 
CPO AE A(R)( ACC) . 
Yeovilton. 

• The MOD reply to this one 
reaffirms that the “all of one 
company” principle applies 
specifically to pay, which in the 
case of artificers means they all 
receive pay based on one pay 
band. 

There was never any inten¬ 
tion to apply this principle to 
minor variations in advance¬ 
ment/ promotion requirements 
which exist between branches, 
so it was a “futile exercise" to 
draw such comparisons. 

Discretion is left to the man¬ 
power managers of each 
branch to tailor the details of 
their advancement / promotion 
qualification systems to suit the 
specific needs and problems of 
their branches, say MOD. 

Turning to the claim that 
Submarine pay includes an 
element for added responsi¬ 
bility", the reply says the truth is 
that Submarine pay is paid 
solely for recruiting and reten¬ 
tion purposes. '7 his torpedoes 
your correspondent’s 
attempted use of the Subma¬ 


rine pay analogy to justify 
responsiblity pay for SMRs." 

Question 6 is considered 
confusing “as BR 1950 most 
certainly differentiates between 
mechanics and artificers 
(articles 1011 and 1017). How¬ 
ever, it is agreed that BR 1950 
links the award of Scale A pay 
for both artificers and mecha¬ 
nics to an increase in the level 
of a rating’s skill in a given 
period of time following 
advancement / promotion. 

“This does not debar the 
manpower managers in a par¬ 
ticular branch from requiring 
tangible evidence of this in¬ 
crease in skill." 

In answer to Question 7, both 
FONAC and FOF 3 had con¬ 
firmed that the operational pro¬ 
file of HMS Endurance is quite 
different to that of a Type 22, 
with the later being more easily 
supported by a visiting AEO. — 
Editor. 
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DOG-EARED 
DOGGEREL 
ON No. 8s 


7he Navy it has lost its heart 
Cos the other forces dress so 
smart. 

It’s not the matelot’s fault, you 
know, 

ft’s these new 8’s they’ve got to 

8o. 

The sailor spends his KUA 
And working dress gets worse 
each day, 

KUA is just not enough, 

We need new 8’s but strong and 
tough. 

We know they must withstand 
the fire 

But why must they so quickly 
tire , 

They cannot take the wear each 
day, 

But quickly tear and then they 
fray. 

People shoreside unlike me 
Don’t realise rigours of life at 
sea, 

This working dress won’t last too 
long 

Because the fabric is all wrong. 

A Form 2022 is what I need 
To contact someone who’ll take 
heed, 

This uniform must change today 
To keep that scruffy look away. 
— RCHT) Sharpe , HMS Scylla. 

Red number 
□ riddle 

Reference the “Red number 
mystery” (December), I am 
afraid that L. Sales will not find 
his Hunt class L 100 as unique 
as he thinks. 

I served in the Hunt class 
destroyer HMS Mendip, L60, 
joining her on North Sea duties 
based at Sheerness, through the 
Sicily, Salerno and Normandy 
landings to her paying off in 
1946. 

During the whole of that time 
the pennant number was 
painted in red. In addition, until 
after the landings at Salerno, 
she had a red band round the 
funnel as Captain D 21st Des¬ 
troyer Flotilla leader. 

Perhaps that is how' L 100 
originally came to be painted in 
red. — F. Featherstone, 
Gravesend, Kent. 


Canteen boat 
□ ‘first’ claim 

I SERVED aboard HMS 
Punjab from 1939 to 1942, and 
as “canteen boat” I claim that 
wc were the first destroyer to do 
the 100,000 miles — first out, 
last in, month after month. — 
N. Brown (ex-l/sea), Plymouth. 

THE MILEAGE claim for 
HMS Owen as a peace-time 
record would seem a trifle 
optimistic to anyone serving in 
the Gulf frigates during the late 
1950s. 

HMS Loch Fada covered 
51,000 miles at sea during 248 
days in the 12 months beginning 
May 19, 1957. — S. O. Hare 
(ex-CO A), Port Chester, Hants. 

Letters Extra 
— page 24 
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Warm-up for 

Invincible 

• ._ 

and Minerva 


WHILE BRITAIN shivered in the worst of the winter weather, the carrier HMS 
Invincible and her escort HMS Minerva were basking in the sun of the Caribbean. 


The ships, operating as 
Dartmouth Training Squad¬ 
ron, visited ports in the 


West Indies — the Invin¬ 
cible calling at Barbados and 
the Minerva at St Lucia. 


The frigate visited Castries 
where the ship’s company took 
advantage of the lovely beaches, 
sailing facilities and diving — all 
in glorious weather. 

Football, rugby and squash 
were played (and mostly lost!) 
against island teams. 

Party 

A particularly worthwhile 
event was a party for 30 under¬ 
privileged children between the 
ages of seven and ten. Although 
CJ they came from a village not far 
from Castries — St Lucia’s 
capital — many had never been 
to the city before, and even 
fewer had visited a ship. 

The children, armed with 
swords and hats, surprised a 
gang of “pirates” on the upper 
deck and overpowered them, 
forcing them below to serve 
food and drink. Before they 
left, the duty officer thanked 
the children for saving his ship 
and made the pirates hand over 
their booty of sweets as a 
reward. 


Last train from 
Priddy's Hard 

WEARING a paying-off pennant and a commemorative 
plaque, the last train was run from Priddy’s Hard to 
Elson, two sites in the RN Armament Depot, Gosport. 

The original RNAD has, after 215 years’ service, 
ceased to exist as an explosives establishment, al¬ 
though it will continue as a depot for some time. 

A regular feature of Gosport life over 80 years has 
been the daily ammunition train running between 
Priddy’s Hard and Elson / Frater/ Bedenham. 

With all explosives work being progressively trans¬ 
ferred to the latter sites, the need for the train has finally 
lapsed. 

Guests rode as passengers on the final journey. 


NEW Mail Order Service from 

LP ALBUM 


sJ§M£l 


CASSETTE 
COMPACT DISC 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER: 


SSVC FREEPOST, GERRARDS CROSS 

BUCKS SL9 8BT 

Tele Sales (02407) 71204 


Choose any title(s) opposite at the introductory price and send FREEPOST to SSVC. 

NOTE: 1. All prices include postage and packing and delivery anywhere. 

2. You can purchase a section of the MAIN CATALOGUE for only £1.50 per section. 

For a complete listing of artists/titles available, both popular and classical see our MAIN CATALOGUE 
at your local SSVC CENTRE or FORCES LIBRARY 

Send SSVC FREEPOST, GERRARDS CROSS, BUCKS SL9 8BT 




DELIVERED 






UNITED 


OFFER 

LP/MC 

OVERSEAS 

KINGDOM 


MEATLOAF 

LP 

£2.50 

£4.25 

MANY 

Deadringer 

MC 

£2.25 

£5.00 

CLASSICAL 

CARROL BAKER 

LP 

£4.75 

£6.75 

Heartbreak to Happiness 

MC 

£4.50 

£5.50 

TITLES 

ELECTRIC LIGHT ORCHESTRA 

LP 

£2.50 

£4.25 

ALSO 

The Night the Light Went on 




AVAILABLE 

in Long Beach 

MC 

£2.25 

£5.00 

FROM THIS 

RANDY GOODRUM 

LP 

£5.25 

£7.50 

Solitary Nights 




SERVICE 

THIRD WORLD 

LP 

£2.50 

£4.25 


Rock The World 

MC 

£2.25 

£5.00 


PLATINUM BLONDE 

LP 

£4.25 

£6.25 


Alien Shores 

MC 

£4.00 

£5.00 


THIRD WORLD 

LP 

£2.50 

£4.25 


Rock The World 

MC 

£2.25 

£5.00 


RED SPEEDWAGON 

LP 

£4.25 

£6.25 


Best Foot Forward 

MC 

£4.00 

£5.00 


SUB TOTAL 




POPULAR SECTION OF MAIN CATALOGUE £ 1.50 — 



CLASSICAL SECTION OF MAIN CATALOGUE £1.50 — 




PAYMENT BY; 


Cheque 
Postal Order 
Access 
Disc 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


Please quote Cheque/Postal Order/Access/Disc Number 



THESE days the Royal Navy’s encounters with its Argentine counterparts are happily not as hostile 
as they once were ... When HMS Aurora met a new Argentine submarine built in West Germany, 
the only shooting which took place was of photgraphs (one of which appears here). The encounter 
took place off Emden after the departure of the submarine San Juan, which was spotted by the 
Aurora’s Wasp helicopter in poor weather. RFA Gold Rover was in company with the frigate. 


APPOINTMENTS 


New Fleet 
Support 


Navy's last VCs 
are honoured 


TO MARK the 130th anniversary of the first Victoria Cross, 
the Fleet Air Arm Museum is issuing a special first-day cover 
featuring the last naval VC winners, Lieut.-Cdr. Ian Fraser 
and LS James Magennis. 


Director 


CAPT. C. L. WOOD is to 
be promoted rear-admiral 
and to be Director General 
Fleet Support (Policy and 
Services) from April 15. 

Other appointments recently 
announced included: 

Capt. A. P. Woodhead, Illustrious in 
command. August 12. 

Capt. I. D. G. Garnett. Active in 
command July 22 and as Capt. F4 
September 11. 

Capt. D. M. Jeffreys. Euryalus in 
command as Capt. FI. June 9. 

Capt. I. H. Plrnle. Thunderer in com¬ 
mand. August 5. 

Cdr. N. S. R. Kilgour. Courageous in 
command. June 17. 

Cdr. R. T. R. Phillips. Scylla April 28 
and in command. 

Lieut.-Cdr. J. Bailey. Atherstone (build¬ 
ing) July 8 and in command on 
commissioning. 

Lleut.-Cdr. S. C. Ramm. Otter June 10 
in command. 

Lieut.-Cdr. D. B. Templeman. Sentinel 
May 5 in command. 

Lieut.-Cdr. B. J. Murphy. As O/C 
Liverpool URNU and Striker in command. 
March 25. 


P. S. Bryan. AMT3. RN Hospital Haslar. 
January 9. 

W. Lewthwalte. MNE. Cdo Logistic 
Regiment, RM. January 23. 

S. Burns. CPOWEA. HMS Coilingwood. 
January 27. 

C. T. Turpin. AB(M). HMS Drake. 
January 31. 

M. Thoburn. MNE. 3rd Raiding Squad¬ 
ron, RM. February 1. 


Rex Dennis. Ex-CCY. Aged 48. Served 
RN for 22 years. 

Reg Tuck. Ex-CPO. Chief diver HMS 
Reclaim. Aged 64 

Frank Harold Wyles. Ex-SPO. Subma¬ 
rines D3, E55 and E39 (1915-18) 

S. K. Muir. Ex-MEM. Service included 
HMS Brilliant (1937-39). 

Robert Envy. Ex-AB. Ships included 
HMS Ocean. 


Mr. Magennis, Ulster’s only 
VC for the Second World War, 
died in February. He was aged 
66 and lived at Halifax. He left 
the Navy in 1949. 

The covers, signed by both 
VCs, mark their midget sub¬ 
marine attack on the Japanese 
cruiser Takao in the Johore 
Straits during the Second World 
War. 

They cost £2.20 each (£1 
unsigned), and further informa¬ 
tion is available from the RN 
Philatelic Officer, FAA 
Museum, Yeovilton 
(0935-840565). 

Coventry reunion 

HMS COVENTRY annual ser¬ 
vice of remembrance and 
reunion will take place on Sun¬ 
day, May 25 at 6pm in St Ann’s 
Church, HM Naval Base, 
Portsmouth. For more details 
please contact Mr. Derek 
Kimber, 132 Skipper Way, Lee- 
on-Solent, Hants (tel. 552151). 


Charles Bonar. Ex-Stkr. Aged 61. 
Founder member Birmingham branch RN 
Engine Room Assn. 

John Stevens. Capt. (retd). Ships 
included Victorious, Vanguard, Eagle, and 
Salisbury. Later Commodore-in-Charge 
Hong Kong. 

Andrew McLeod. Ex-LTO. Ships in¬ 
cluded HMS Glasgow. 

Harry Douglas Jones. Ex-LS, Second 
World War submarines. Member Leics. 
branch SOCA 

Fred Lucas. Ex-CCY(TCI). Aged 62. 
Ships included Royal Yacht and HMS 

Gordon Froud. Lieut.-Cdr. (retd). MBE, 
DSM and Bar. Aged 70. Served for 34 
years. 

Fred Osborne. Ex-HM ships Welfare 
and Mariner (Algerines Association). 

Noel Withers. Ex-HMS Melita (Alterines 
Association). 


Vernon's 

final 

parade 

THE ARMY calls the tune 
as HMS Vernon holds its 
final ceremonial divisions. 
Inspecting officer is Major 
General Derek Crabtree, 
Colonel of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Royal Regi¬ 
ment (Berkshire and Wilt¬ 
shire), which is affiliated 
to HMS Vernon. 

Music was provided by 
the band of the Dukes, 
and the sailors were 
joined on parade by a 
platoon of the Royal En¬ 
gineers’ Diving Establish¬ 
ment, which recently 
moved to the Vernon site. 

DECOMMISSION 

Our picture shows Major 
General Crabtree talking 
to CpI. F. J. Gaines of the 
RE Diving Establishment. 

HMS Vernon moved 
from hulks in Portsmouth 
harbour to its present site 
in 1923. It decommissions 
on March 31, although 
training will continue on 
part of the present site 
under the administration 
of the Commodore, HMS 
Nelson. 


OBITUARY 
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Safety in 
numbers for 
Double Cross 

SOUTHAMPTON yachtsman Harry Mit¬ 
chell was soon in safe hands after his yacht 
Double Cross started taking in water 21 miles 
south west of the Lizard in a strong gale. 

A Wessex V helicopter from 771 Naval Air 
Squadron, the Search and Rescue Flight based at 
RN air station Culdrose, was scrambled to the 
yacht’s reported position and found her after a 
search of the area. 

LACMN(D) Ian Penhaligon was lowered on to 
the Double Cross, a former Admiral’s Cup racer, 
followed by a pump which was used to bale out the 
yacht. A second Wessex was also sent to the scene. 

Various shipping answered Mr. Mitchell’s may- 
day distress call, including mv Atlantic Song and 
the cable ship Alert, who were nearby until HMS 
Upton and the Penlee lifeboat announced they 
were on their way to the scene. 

The Upton put men on board to shore up a 
bulkhead and keep the yacht afloat while she was 
towed into Falmouth by the Fishery Protection 
Squadron ship. 

Helicopters 
rescue 195 

LAST YEAR Royal Navy SAR helicopters flew 
272 mercy missions, rescuing 195 people and 
recovering 30 bodies. Culdrose made 101 call outs, 
rescued 91 people and recovered 29 bodies; Lee - 
on-Solent flew 126 missions, rescuing 78 people; 
Prestwick rescued 20 people during 37 missions; 
Portland flew one SAR mission; and other RN helo 
rescues totalled seven people and one body from 
seven call outs. 



M!iB7 


HELP is close at hand for yachtsman Harry Mitchell off the Lizard as HMS Upton and a Wessex helicopter from 771 Naval 

Air Squadron, RN air station Culdrose, come to his rescue. 


Flagship Intrepid 
calls on Belfast 

HMS INTREPID had to put on her best bib and tucker for a brief visit to Belfast despite a battering from the ele¬ 
ments on passage from Norway. _ 


RNR exchange 
.-agreement- 

ROYAL Naval Reservists are 
included in an agreement on 
the exchange of personnel be¬ 
tween the United Kingdom and 
West Germany. 

The agreement, signed in 
London last month, opens the 
way for RNR and RAF 
reservists to make two-week 
training exchanges with their 
West German counterparts. 
Territorial Army personnel 
have already carried out suc¬ 
cessful exchanges. 


Dolphin 

opening 

HMS DOLPHIN’S new 
Ferranti Action 
Information 

Organization (AIO) and 
fire control submarine 
trainer is to be opened 
on April 17 by Armed 
Forces Minister Mr. John 
Stanley. The system 
emulates a submarine’s 
operational computer 
and has been in use since 
January. 


It was the Royal Navy’s 
first “big ship” call at the 
city for many years and the 
Commander-in-Chief Fleet, 
Admiral Sir Nicholas Hunt, 
went on board to host a 
reception for 250 local civi¬ 
lian and military leaders. 

Later there was a private 
dinner party on board. 

Admiral Hunt praised the 


ship’s company for getting the 
Intrepid into such fine condition 
for the visit. It was well de¬ 
served, for the assault ship had 
just returned from Norway 
where she disembarked 539 
Assault Squadron Royal 
Marines for their annual winter 
exercise. 

On her way back the Intrepid 
was hit by atrocious weather, 
with winds up to 75 knots and 


50ft. seas. Storms had delayed 
the ship by 24 hours, leaving 
little time for a sprucing up 
operation before her important 
visit to Belfast. 

But it was a great boost to the 
ship to be used as the Fleet 
flagship, and she later returned 
to Norway for the final stages of 
Exercise Anchor Express, which 
included a full scale amphibious 
landing on the northern coast. 
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pleased you read 
this ad today 
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fresh-cut in Guernsey, 
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available all year round. 


_ 
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Send to address below. Also 24 hr. Answerphone. 
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Sovereign I Flying Florist 

LA CHAUMETTE NURSERY, FOREST, GUERNSEY, C.l. 
TEL: 0481 65055. TELEX: 4191677 SOVROS G. 




HMS INTREPID approaches Belfast Docks. Ahead of her are the Harland and Wolff yards in which 

her sister ship HMS Fearless was built. 
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IF YOU ever get to talk 
about old ships with Lieut. 
Tommy Trotter, don’t try to 
swing the lamp. For one 
thing, he knows a fair bit 
about the subject after 32 
years in the Royal Navy, 
and for another, he will 
probably have reached the 
lamp ahead of you — and 
obtained a good price for it! 

Lieut. Trotter is the officer- 
in-charge of the Disposal List 
Ship Unit, Portsmouth — 
DILSUP for short. He runs an 
18-strong team tasked with 
looking after old ships until 
their futures are decided. 

DILSUP also provides the 
only fully organised towing crew 


left in the Royal Navy. 

“After a ship pays off and is 
decommissioned, she is de- 
stored, fuel and ammunition are 
removed, and we take over. 
With the help of the Naval 
Base, we remove all the usable 
equipment so that it can go 
direct to other ships or be 
refurbished and put on the shelf 
for use later,” says Lieut. 
Trotter. 

“This saves the taxpayer quite 
a bit of money. 

“Of course, we can often 
come up with the goods when 
ships have tried all over the 
place for some item or other. 
This makes us very popular. 
Hence our crest — a white 
rabbit being produced out of a 



RIGHT — How It all ends. 
The frigate Russell and the 
Second World War subma¬ 
rine Tiptoe are easily visible 
In Pounds Shipowners and 
Shlpbreakers Ltd. yard 
beside the motorway into 
Portsmouth. 

LEFT — DILSUP’s unofficial 
and tongue-in-cheek badge. 

LEFT, CENTRE — HMS 
Tiger’s massive 6in. guns. 
Her smaller 3ln. guns, of 
revolutionary design, are 
about to be removed and 
sent to a museum. 

FAR LEFT — Wardrobes are 
removed from HMS Tiger for 
use in the new HMS Ark 
Royal. 



top hat. Mind you, it’s entirely 
unofficial,” he says gleefully. 

A trip round Portsmouth 
Harbour soon reveals what 
happens to ageing greyhounds 
of the ocean. Some, like 
Ashanti, Londonderry and Fal¬ 
mouth, become harbour train¬ 
ing ships. This old trio have had 
their propellers removed and 
brakewheels fitted so that 
“baby” MEMs from HMS 
Sultan can take them up to full 
speed without moving an inch. 

Others, such as HMS Tor¬ 
quay, are being used for diving 
training activities like bottom 
searches and hull and propeller 
defect diagnosis. 

Many have been used as 
target ships for gunnery prac¬ 


tice, new missile evaluation or 
torpedo trials. Real, live target 
ships are a rarity so every 
opportunity is taken to let as 
many people as possible have a 
go at them. 

In today’s cost-conscious 


Words: Stuart Reed 
Pictures: PO(Phot) 
Mac McBarron 


Senior Service, decommissioned 
ships are often cannibalised to 
keep other vessels running. This 
is where DILSUP’s prowess as a 
provider of spares comes into its 
own. 

It is not always a question of 






Divers on 
film duty 
in Cyprus 

A SMALL team of Royal Navy 
divers and support personnel 
from HMS Vernon and the 
Marine Services School, 
Rosyth, visited Cyprus to shoot 
underwater sequences for a new 
RN instructional film entitled 
“Use of Underwater Tools.” 

They were photographed 
working on a wreck in the 
Limassol area with underwater 
pneumatic and hydraulic tools, 
bolt and stud guns, and cutting 
and welding equipment. 


Railcard 
is just 
the ticket 

BRITISH Rail single and return 
tickets routed via London 
(including child tickets and dis¬ 
counted tickets) purchased by 
Forces Railcard holders now 
cover the cost of transfer be¬ 
tween the appropriate London 
termini on London Under¬ 
ground services, including the 
Waterloo and City Line and 
Link Bus service 555. 

NOT REQUIRED 

It means that Forces Rail 
interchange tickets will not be 
required for journeys between 
London BR termini. But the 
facility is not available in 
conjunction with tickets for 
journeys starting or terminating 
in London (season tickets in¬ 
cluded) or local journeys on 
Underground services not be¬ 
tween British Rail termini. 


Medal for 


victim of 


North West 


Passage 


NEW EVIDENCE 


A specially-struck Arctic Medal has been 
presented to the family of AB John 
Hartnell exactly 140 years after he died 
on Beechey Island, northern Canada, 
during the disastrous Franklin expedition 
to locate a North West Passage to China. 

John Hartnell was a member of the ship’s 
company of HMS Erebus which, in company 
with HMS Terror, set out in 1845 under the 
command of Sir John Franklin. 

Thwarted by pack-ice, the ships made little 
progress and were eventually abandoned in 
1848 in the ice near King William Island. 
John Hartnell and two others had died two 
years earlier of pneumonia and been buried in 
the permafrost on Beechcy Island. 

In 1984 an autopsy was per¬ 
formed on the perfectly pre¬ 
served body of PO John 
Torrington, one of the three 
buried on Beechey Island 140 
years ago. Hartnell’s family 
received no Arctic Medal, 
probably due to a “debt to the 
Crown” of £117 4s. 8d — the 
cost of his polar clothing! 


WORLD powerboat grand prix champion John Hill of 
Great Britain poses for a picture with members of the 
crew of HMS Apollo at Nassau. The frigate arrived in the 
Bahamian capital just before the Harmsworth Trophy 
match between Britain and the United States, and helped 
the British team by re-charging the batteries for their 
boats. 

Britain went on to win the trophy. 

In the picture (left to right) are AB(S) Callum McCrindle, 
SEA(EW) Ian Lumsden, WEM(0)1 Ginge Laundry, AB(S) 
Stan Rails, John Hill, CK Keith Parsons, and WEM(R) 
Fraser Muir. 


In the light of new evidence, 
Rear-Admiral R.O. Morris, 
Hydrographcr of the Navy, 
authorised the issue of the 
medal last October, and the 
Army Medal Office arranged 
with the Royal Mint for a 
special striking from the original 
dies. 

On January 8, almost exactly 
140 years after John Hartnell 
died in the icy desolation of 
arctic Canada, his Arctic Medal 
was presented by Admiral 
Morris to Mr. Donald Bray, 
great-great-nephcw of the Vic¬ 
torian seaman. 
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Sweatshirts, sports shirts, 
tracksuits - embroidered 
with your own motif or 
club crest. Also printed 
sweatshirts. Write or phone 
for free colour leaflet 
and fabric cuttings to: 

Andy Hamnett, 

Symbol Sweaters, 

Burnawn Factory, 

Galston, Ayrshire 
KA4 8HF. 

Tel: 0563 820213. 

Please mention Navy News when replying. 


SYMBOL SWEATERS 
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IRON! 


ABOVE — The tug Robust tows HMS Eskimo out of Portsmouth Harbour on her way to a 
watery grave after being used as a “live” missile target. Visible on the Eskimo are members 
of DfLSUP, the Royal Navy’s only fully organised towing crew. 

BELOW — Lieut.-Cdr Tommy Trotter, officer-!n-charge of DILSUP, inspects his fleet in 
Portsmouth Harbour. Behind him Is HMS Nubian. 


aid kit, however. Now and 
again they turn up little treas¬ 
ures which become museum 
exhibits. The last ceremonial 
lifebelt from HMS Gurkha has 
recently been presented to the 
Gurkha Museum at Church 
Crookham near Aldershot. 

Standing on the deck of HMS 
Tiger with the rust crunching 
underfoot like shingle, Tommy 
told me about the business 
aspect of his work. Metal from a 
warship is a valuable com¬ 
modity. A big ship made of 
good quality steel can command 
five or even six figure sums 
from the scrap industry. 

Old vessels without propul¬ 
sion have to be towed from 
Rosyth, Devonport or Ports¬ 


mouth to the scrap yards. 
DILSUP’s towing crew know all 
about these sometimes 
dangerous, but often desper¬ 
ately boring voyages. They have 
towed vessels all over the 
United Kingdom. 

Life on board the tug is not so 
bad, but in the ship under tow it 
is a different story. With a 
warrant officer in charge the 
crew members set about making 
themselves comfortable. 

“ Warships without power, 
heating or lighting can be very 
cold and unpleasant. We have 
to take everything we can to 
make life hearable such as 
sleeping bags, field kitchens, 
radios, toilets, lamps and 
torches. 




■■hM 




Pay parade marches 
into the archives 


MEM Paul Shaw held out his hand for 
his wages on January 16 — and another 
age old naval ceremony was consigned to 
the history books. He was the last rating 
to appear on a pay parade to have bis 
wages paid into his hand. 

Fortnightly pay parades disappeared from 
the Fleet in 1981 when direct credit into bank 
accounts was introduced. But HMS Raleigh 
alone continued to hold the parades as many 
of its New Entry ratings did not have bank 
accounts. 


On January 16 the final parade was held in 
Raleigh, with Second Officer Julia Whctton 
in attendance. During her 40 previous pay 
parades as Supply Officer (Cash) she had 
handed out £1,609,383. 

BANK ACCOUNTS 

In the old days a sailor’s wages were paid 
on to his cap, which he had first placed on the 
pay table. Ratings at Raleigh have kept their 
caps on their heads because payment has 
been made only in notes. Now they will have 
to open bank accounts. 


Who's your 
wee friend? 


HMS ATTACKER, the fast patrol boat, nestles 
alongside HMS Glasgow at Yorkhill Quay, Glasgow, 
during a six-day meet-the-Navy visit to the city by the 
Type 42 destroyer. 

The larger ship, adopted by her namesake city, was there 
to conduct career forums and party visits. She In turn has 
adopted a children's ward at Yorkhill Hospital, which was 
visited by a party from the ship. 

The Attacker is the city's 'Tull-time" ship, being attached 
to Glasgow and Strathclyde Universities Royal Naval Unit. 
Students can join the unit as honorary midshipmen with no 
compulsion to join the Service later. During their three 
years they are paid as midshipmen for days spent at sea, 
with an obligatory three sea weekends a year and a further 
14 continuous days of sea training annually. 

Two nine-day Easter cruises to the Western Isles this 
year will be followed in the summer by a six-week visit to 
Holland, Germany, Denmark and Norway in company with 
URNU vessels from Aberdeen, Liverpool, Southampton and 
London 


NAVY NEWS 
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subsequent advertisements in a series or for 'one-off' insertions, a 
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Telephone Portsmouth 826040 
or Naval Base 322851 (extension 24226) 


US soccerettes 
fall to Spartan 

TRANSLANTIC deployment for the 
nuclear-powered fleet submarine 
HMS Spartan brought the crew into 
contact with the United States’ 
third-ranking women's soccer team. 

At Norfolk, Virginia, the boat’s XI 
played the ace Old Dominion Uni¬ 
versity women’s team — and won. 
They also took on the Virginia 
Beach Falcons rugby XV. 

Later during her Westlant de¬ 
ployment, the Spartan spent six 
days at New London In 
Connecticutt. 
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TWO PACES FOR FAMILIES 







FLOWERS 
FOR THE 
QUEEN 


Wb«r» tha Queen 
mat famMlaa of 
HMS Brazen's 
company on the 
quarter-deck of 
HMS Belfast In the 
Pool of London on 
February 4 *to» was 
presented wffiiiill 
ftewors by 
Katherine and 
Steven Shaw, who 
ara given a guiding 
band by thalr 
mother Mnda, wife 
of CPOWEA Shaw. 
The Braaett awe 
berthedalongside 
the Belfast for the 

royal visit. 


the lurch' 


STRESS on naval families could be 
eased if Navy News played a bigger 
role in dealing with problem queries, 
answered anonymously If necessary. 

That is the view of Warrant Officer John 
Mitton, in a letter commenting on the four- 
year study by Church of Scotland chaplain 
the Rev Dr. Charles Stewart, whose conclu¬ 
sions were reported in the January issue. 

WO Mitton congratulated Dr. Stewart for 
highlighting many of the family problems 
attendant with the Service life today, and 
said he hoped the message would be heeded 
by those in authority. 

Many of the stresses, WO Mitton be¬ 
lieved, could be lessened if communication 
to the families was more forthcoming, 


especially when Dad was drafted or away 
at sea, and particularly where the family 
home was not situated near a naval 
community. 

Too often, he said, the families were “left 
in the lurch without understanding the 
vagaries of Service life,” and not knowing 
who to turn to for advice. 

“I get the impression from many 
families,” says Mr. Mitton, “that they 
would like to address their problems to a 
dedicated ‘Information Page’ in Navy News, 
where written or phoned-in queries could be 
answered, anonymously if so desired, with¬ 
out attracting the feeling of social stigma or 
welfare tag, and allow families to seek 
advice without fear or retribution to their 
husbands. 


“One question answered in Navy News 
could help many other people with a similar 
problem, and ultimately save a lot of time 
and work.” 

In reply the Editor writes: First of all it 
must come as a surprise to hear, after years 
of official reassurance, that a family query 
could attract a feeling of social stigma or 
welfare tag, or fear of retribution to 
husbands. 

Dismay or calamity can happen to any 
family, rating or officer, and Navy News can 
vouch for tributes paid to the Naval 
Personal and Family Service for the sym¬ 
pathy and practical help which has been 
given. 

The welfare people (although Welfare 
with a capital W is a word not encouraged 


Plymouth plea 
over housing 


LEASING of surplus naval 
married quarters to Gosport 
Borough Council was stated 
in the February issue article 
to be “a special case, and 
likely to remain an 
exception.” 

That was the information 
given to Navy News, but this, 
has been challenged from the 
West Country. 

The theme of the article was 
the suggestion by Lieut.-Cdr. 


'GET ON LOCAL 
WAITING LIST ' 
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JOY’S ROSES 

A GIFT OF LOVE 

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in 
the U.K. or Ireland 

Include your own special message for Mother’s Day (9.3.86) 
PLEASE ORDER EARLY 


12 Roses 

red/pink (large) . 

£9.75 

24 Roses 

red/pink (large) . 

£14.50 

12 Carnations 

red/pink/mixed . 

£10.00 

24 Carnations 

red/pink/mixed . 

£18.75 

20 Iris 

blue . 

£7.50 

20 Freesia 

Mixed with fern . 

£5.25 

40 Freesia 

Mixed with fern . 

£9.75 

10 Roses 

Mini-box . 

£5.75 

JOY’S SPECIAL PACKS 


Roses/Carnations/Frecsia/Foliage... 

..£14.50 

Iris (biue)/Carnations/Freesia/Foliage. 



MUCH-REQUESTED CUDDLY TOYS 

PENGUIN Black/White 14" high. £15.00 

PENGUIN Black/White 12" high. £11.00 

SAMMY SEAL White or Silver Beige 27" long . £16.50 

MANY MORE CUDDLIES AVAILABLE 
Prices and order forms available upon request Prices include P.P. 4- VAT 
VISA AND ACCESS CARDS ACCEPTED 

Please make cheque or P.O. payable to: 

“Joy’s Roses and Toys,” Flamingo, St Sampson, Guernsey, C.I. 
Telephone (8481) 46708 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 


G. S. Buss that surplus quarters 
could be made available to 
naval families, to rent or lease, 
before being leased to a local 
council. 

When told about the idea, 
married quarters staff 
mentioned some practical prob¬ 
lems, but it is interesting to hear 
the views of Councillor Tom 
Jones, chairman of Plymouth 
Council’s Housing Committee. 
He writes: “I refute the state¬ 
ment that the leasing of quarters 
to Gosport Council looks likely 
to remain an exception. 

“Plymouth City Council has a 
long and happy relationship 
with naval and army quarters 
staff. My Housing Department 
staff meet them regularly, help¬ 
ing with advice to pre¬ 
retirement groups, and the sad 
and all-too-commonplace co¬ 
ordination of action on the 
rehousing of families, including 
abandoned wives with children. 

‘Incorrect’ 

“Last year alone we ‘took on 
board’ (if an ex-airman may be 
excused the naval expression 
without being keel-hauled) 
more than 50 in the latter 
category, and a similar number 
of families. 

“Plymouth has leased spare 
quarters from the Ministry of 
Defence for some years now. It 
is therefore quite incorrect to 


suggest that Gosport’s situation 
is somehow unique. 

“Providing there is adequate 
liaison and a mutual apprecia¬ 
tion of need, I for one see no 
reason why the practice should 
not continue. 

Time awards 


“May I conclude with a per¬ 
sonal plea for everyone in the 
Navy or Royal Marines to con¬ 
sider registering themselves on a 
local authority housing waiting 
list so that their interest in 
municipal housing — if so 
desired — can be recorded and 
therefore accumulate time 
awards under the various points 
systems in use. 

“Plymouth picks up more 
than 100 Service families per 
annum under the Housing 
Homeless Persons Act provi¬ 
sions. That inevitably prompts 
criticism from those patiently 
waiting on the list for their 
preferred option on city hous¬ 
ing, and places stress on our 
housing strategies. 

“Plymouth being Plymouth, I 
and my colleagues consider it an 
obligation we happily accept, 
because of our commitment to 
the Service. 

“But a little more foresight in 
personal perceptions of housing 
need would reduce our com¬ 
mitment and help others.” 


SULTAN WIVES 
RAISE £1,500 

CHARITABLE efforts by members of Sultan Wives Club at 
Gosport have raised over £1,500 in the past year — much of 
which has helped to buy much-needed cot monitors for the 
area. 


Cash for cot monitors was 
handed over to Gosport Health 
Authority after two 1985 events, 
and a further sum was expected 
to be donated to the authority 
as a result of more activities. 
The events have included 
ploughman’s lunches, a bring 
and buy sale and a barbecue. 

A cake stall at last year’s 
Sultan Summer Show made 
over £300 for naval charities. 


Brave cadets 

HMS DOLPHIN Volunteer 
Cadet Corps members Gavin 
Davies and Andrew Hodge 
have received courage awards 
for their determination to con¬ 
tinue with cadet activities after 
serious accidents. Capt. M. H. 
Everett, commanding officer of 
Dolphin, made the presenta¬ 
tions at unit divisions. 


Establishing 
a working . . . 

WHEN AEA/A Tim Rutherford joined 772 Squadron at RN 
air station Portland, not only did he have big sister, 
WAEM(M) Caz, working on the squadron to contend 
with, but also big brother, POAEM(M) Andrew, not too far 
away on 702 Squadron. Ail three are serving in HMS 
Osprey on aircraft maintenance duties. 

Andrew supervises maintenance on the Lynx helicop¬ 
ters besides carrying out in-flight servicing procedures. 
Caz and Tim both work on Wessex V helicopters. Tim is 
at Osprey as part of his field training. 

In the picture, Big Brother Andrew (centre) watches 
Caz and Tim putting spanners in the works. 

. . . relationship 


AND just to prove that brother and sisters working in the 
same location are not that unusual, Leading Wren Writer 
(Pay) Val Darby and Weapon Engineering Mechanic 
(Ordnance) Colin Darby are pictured at HMS Dryad — 
where Val (24) is responsible for officers’ pay accounts 
and 22-year-old Colin works in the electrical workshops. 

Just for the record, Val is not in the habit of handing 
her brother bunches of tenners — it just added interest 
to the picture! 
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when 


nowadays) are the experts, with all the 
experience and contacts to help families to 
solve difficulties which arise. 

And many times in the past Navy News 
has brought to readers’ attention the infor¬ 
mation and advice service offered by the 
Sailors’ and Families’ Advice Bureaux and 
the confidentiality offered there. 

However, naval wives do write to the 
editor about problems which spring from 
Service life. Their letters are welcomed, and 
have resulted in many a feature on the 
Families page. 

There is strict confidentiality where 
people do not wish to be named. 

What happens is that the paper, having 
no resident panel of advisers, often turns to 


Dad's 


official sources to get answers — and gets 
the fullest co-operation. 

Where a question and answer have a 
general application, then publication follows 
in order to help others. But it can all be 
anonymous if that is what is desired. 

It could well be that in many instances the 
NPFS could have given the answer promptly 
in the first place, but if that “welfare tag” 
bogey still haunts, then to get it allayed 
would be a good communication improve¬ 
ment. 

However, WO Mitton (who writes from 
Kingston-upon-Thames) may well have a 
point in emphasising the difficulties facing 
families away from naval communities, and 
if Navy News can help in any way, these 
wives are specially welcome to drop a line. 


away 


Not-so-jolly 


DR STEWART’s thesis aroused the anger of 
Mr Tim Cole, describing himself as “Jolly 
Jack of yesterday”. 

Writing from his home in Gillingham he 
denounced the padre’s reference to the 
romantic old-time image of the sailor 
“empty of grey matter and full of mm and 
bull.” 

Disputing these “disparaging” remarks, 
Mr. Cole comments that the improvements 
brought about today were due mainly to the 
“constant and persistent appeals to the 
Admiralty” over the years. 



ROSYTH CENTRE 


S * 51 HAS IT AU 


caters for 


thousands 


ROSYTH, with its growing 
naval population, now has 
the United Kingdom’s first 
all-in-one naval families 
centre. 


It was opened on January 21 
by Lady Dundonald in the 
former Dockyard Apprentices 
Hostel in Castle Road, Rosyth, 
and will serve up to 2,000 naval 
families in the area. 

The first Naval Families 
Centre in the UK to house all 
the functions of the Area Per¬ 
sonal ^nd Family Service under 
one roof, the 33-ycar-old build¬ 
ing was specially modified at a 
cost of £200,000. 


Excellent 


It is part of the development 
of the facilities of HMS Coch¬ 
rane, the Rosyth Naval Base 
Accommodation Unit. Coch¬ 
rane is the family name of the 
Earls of Dundonald. 

In overall charge of the 
Centre is Mr David Jameson, 
Area Officer NPFS, Rosyth, for 
the past four years, who said: 
“This will give us an excellent 
centre for the constantly- 
changing 1,500 to 2,000 naval 
families now living around 
Rosyth.” 


on the ground floor, which, with 
its large dividable room, kitchen 
and other smaller rooms, is 
devoted to community 
activities. 

Also housed downstairs is a 
health centre used by the com¬ 
munity physicians and health 
visitors of the Fife Health 


When Lady Dundonald 
opened the new Naval 
Families centre at Rosyth, 
part of the extension of facili¬ 
ties of HMS Cochrane, she 
was soon asked to join the 
fun of some three-year-olds 
in one of the very active 
Rainbow Playgroups. 


On the first floor are the 
administrative offices of the 
NPFS, including those for the 
married quarters staff, Families 
Advice Bureau, and social 
workers. 


• Rosyth’8 new support 
centre — beck page. 




AFTER six years, Captain Tony Oglesby has left 
the post of Chief Staff Officer (Naval Personal 
and Family Service). His relief, who took over on 
January 31, is Capt. Robin Maxwell, who has 
recently completed a social work course at 
Bristol University, and has spent time with 
Hampshire Social Services in preparation for his 
new role — a far cry from his days as a weapons 
engineer. 

This change at the top 
will not mean a change 
in direction for the 
Family Service teams. 

Navy News is told that 
the aim will be to get 
more involvement in the 
day-to-day life of the 
married quarters estates, 
establishing links with 
other agencies and 
volunteers who are 
active in the community. 

By this approach 
Family Service workers 
will be better placed to 
support and encourage 
naval families to help 
themselves by setting up 
groups and other activi¬ 
ties. 

Hopefully, the Family 
Service workers will 
become as well known 
and acceptable as estate 
and community officers, 
and be in a position to 
help families well before 
a crisis situation 
develops. Prevention is 
better than cure. 

This support of 


New 
head of 
Family 
Service 


families does not mean 
that the men at sea or 
removed from their 
families take a back seat, 
we are told. The confi¬ 
dential service is equally 
available to them. 

Capt. Oglesby’s long 
experience will not be 
lost to Service families, 
as he Is taking up a post 
with the Soldiers’, 
Sailors’, and Airmen’s 
Families Association. 


Capt. Robin Maxwell ... social work 


How to keep 60 children 
amused for three hours 


EXCITING undies being in short supply 
after the Second World War, many exotic 
garments were produced from the silk of 
ex-forces parachutes. 

It is unlikely nowadays that flimsies would 
have to be created from such material, but 
there Is a need for a parachute — one at least. 

Carol Upward, of 41 The Ridings, Gatcombe 
Park, Portsmouth P02 0UE, writes: 

“As the wife of an ex-MEA I know the power 
of Navy News (we blush) and I am hoping that 
one of your many readers may be able to help 
me. 


“I have recently begun working with children 
aged 9 to 14 at a club. Keeping them amused 
for three hours at a time is difficult, as you can 
imagine. 

“At a one-evening course at another club I 
was introduced to the parachute. What a 
fantastic piece of equipment! So versatile. 

“As many as 60 children can be controlled, 
yet amused, round a parachute, so If anyone 
has an old one they no longer need, I would be 
very grateful. 

“If torn that would be no problem, I will repair 
It, and be prepared to collect If It’s not RAF 
Lossiemouth!’’ 


Income boost for families — see page 14 



High quality embroidered sweaters direct 
from the factory. A wide range of 
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“We’ve got a Port Diver 
already!” 

lit t© 
provide 


CANDIDATES for charge 
chief weapon engineering 
artificer will find that the 
recently-announced 
revised procedure for 
advancement has now 
been amended. 

An official statement ex¬ 
plains that chief WEAs 
eligible by seniority will be 
selected by a board to attend 
the charge chief qualifying 
course on the basis of annual 
reports on forms S264C. 

The board will sit annually 
in October to select a number 
of candidates based on the 
manning requirements and 
the training places available. 

As is customary in a selec¬ 
tion process, successful 


ratings will have the oppor¬ 
tunity of refusing advance¬ 
ment, and will continue to 
serve as chief, but refusal of 
advancement will not be a 
disqualification from the local 
acting CCWEA rate. 

Qualifying course 

Chiefs selected by the 
board will be drafted to the 
qualifying course, and this 
will normally happen in the 
year following selection. 

Any selected chief who has 
less than 18 months to serve 
on completion of the course 
will be required to sign on to 
complete return of service. 

Chiefs serving on the 20E 
engagement who have less 


than three years to serve to 
complete 32 years of service 
on December 31 of the year in 
which the board sits will not 
be eligible for selection. 

“The qualifying course,” 
says the announcement, “has 
been redesigned specifically 
to meet the stringent 
demands on the prospective 
charge chief in the areas of 
technical ability and systems 
engineering management.” 

The course attracts the 
award of the national Ex¬ 
aminations Board for Super¬ 
visory Studies at diploma 
level. 

If a chief fails to meet the 
standard on the course he 
will continue to serve as chief 


and will have the option of 
leaving the Service on the 
date on which the previous 
engagement would have 
expired. 

For selection 

It is pointed out that where 
the new regulations remove 
the requirement to report on 
chiefs to HMS Collingwood, 
reports may still be required 
by HMS Centurion for 20E 
selection. 

Prospective candidates 
should study the interim 
arrangements, and the full 
details of the revised 
advancement rules. 

DCI(RN) 12/86 



“He’s just done one of 
them Church courses!” 

There's 
a moral 


divers. 


AS PART of its general 
increase in strength, the 
Royal Naval Reserve is now 
to have a Diving Branch, to 
fulfil also an additional war 
commitment. 

The branch will be required to 
provide divers capable of three 
roles, namely that of ship’s 
diver (SD), port diver (PD), and 
clearance diver (CD). 

The SD will be capable of all 
tasks currently performed by a 
Royal Navy ship’s diver, and 
the PD capable of all tasks 
currently performed by the RN 
Diver sub-branch. 

The PD will be a fully trained 
SD who has received additional 
training to allow him to carry out 
surveys of ports and anchor¬ 
ages including the recognition 
but not disposal of explosive 
ordnance devices. 

There will still be a require¬ 
ment for personnel in other 
branches to gain the SD addi¬ 
tional qualifications for service 
in tenders. 

These personnel will remain 
in their parent branch, but their 
diving training will be adminis¬ 
tered by the Diving Branch. 

The branch will be estab¬ 
lished on May 1, 1986, and 
recruitment will begin on that 
date. Recruitment may be by 
new entry or sideways entry. 

DCI (RN) 9/86 



THE SCHEME for cutting ship complements during refits, 
announced in 1985, is to have its first trial this year with the 
restorative refit of HMS Alacrity at Devonport. 


The normal refit complement 
for a ship of this size would be 
about 100 (including officers), 
but in the case of the Alacrity 
the number will be drastically 
reduced for a significant period 
of the refit. 

This means that the majority 
of the ship’s staff refit tasks will 
be transferred to the dockyard 
authority. 

An announcement refers to 



Meakins Sports 

P lease send for our bulk order colour 
catalogue and price list for an 
immediate superb range of embroidered 
and screen printed garments. 

la Munster Road, North End, Portsmouth P02 9BS 
Telephone No. (0705) 690711 
GOOD LUCK DARTMOUTH T.S. 


measures for the care, protec¬ 
tion and security of the ship, 
including fire prevention, during 
the period in dockyard hands. 

It is expected that an officer 
will be appointed to the staff of 
the Commander-in-Chief Fleet 
to observe the conduct of the 
refit trial, and help in resolving 
administrative problems. 

A rolling programme to 
implement the policy of reduc¬ 
ing the size of refit comple¬ 
ments is being developed. Sub¬ 
ject to experience gained with 
the Alacrity, further trials are 
expected to take place. 

DCI (RN) 2/86 

☆ Cairngorms 

ALL THE Services are eligible 
to book accommodation at 
Norwegian Lodge in the heart of 
the Cairngorms, seven miles 
from Aviemore, but first pre¬ 
ference goes to the Army. The 
area offers a wide range of 
summer and winter sports. 

An official announcement ex¬ 
plains the booking arrange¬ 
ments. 

DCI (JS) 6/86 

t© Skiing exped. 

A SKI mountaineering expedi¬ 
tion from Chamonix to Saas 
Fee is being organised by the 
RN Winter Sports Association 
from April 11 to 27, 1986. 

Applicants with at least three 
seasons of skiing experience 
should apply to Cdr. H. R. 
Buchanan, Room PK 18A, ARE 
Portsdown, Cosham, Hants 
P06 4AA. 

(Announcement dated Jan 17, 1986) 

& Air show 

THE 1986 International Air 
Show will take place at the 
Army Air Corps Centre, Middle 
Wallop, throughout the week 
July 7 to 13. Public days are on 
the 12th and 13th. 

(Announcement dated Jan 10, 1986) 

☆ Salvage 

SALVAGE services by HMS 
Kirkliston to the trimaran 
Charles Heidsieck, on Novem¬ 
ber 3-4, 1984, have resulted in 
an award which is now ready 
for distribution. 

(Announcement dated Jan 10, 1986) 


Applicants 
for P. 1.3. 

«- 



LOWER-PAID personnel In 
the Royal Navy who are 
married and have children 
could qualify for the 
receipt of Family Income 
Supplement. 

For instance, in a family 
where there Is one child 
aged eight and one aged 
14. FIS may be payable If 
the total weekly income is 
less than £110, which is 
calculated as £86, plus 
£11.50 for the younger 
child and £12.50 for the 
older one. 

“Total” income is 


defined as the total gross 
income of husband and 
wife, excluding child bene¬ 
fit, children’s income, 
boarding / day school 
allowance, local overseas 
allowance, kit upkeep 
allowance, overseas rent 
allowance and rent and 
rates rebate. 

Where a family pro¬ 
ceeds overseas, or is 
overseas, special rules 
apply. 

Revised qualifying in¬ 
come levels came into 
operation last November. 
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here 


• •• 


WELFARE counselling is one of 
the important tasks for senior 
rates and officers in the Royal 
Navy, and those involved are 
eligible to apply for courses 
either as beginners or to 
improve their knowledge. 

The courses are among a 
wide variety available at Amport 
House (the RAF Chaplains’ 
School), Andover, Hants. 

One course in “moral and 
welfare leadership” is particu¬ 
larly suited to potential leading 
rates, but there are also studies 
in Christian foundation, church 
music, and for lay readers, RN 
chaplains, and doctors. 

Courses for Roman Catholic 
personnel have been arranged 
to take place at the Portsmouth 
Diocesan Pastoral Centre, Park 
Place, Wickham, Fareham, 
Hants. 
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RN takes over 
RAF tasks 

DISBANDMENT of the Royal 
Air Force Marine Branch will 
result in the Royal Navy taking 
over some of the tasks. 

Under rationalization 
arrangements, the Directorate 
of Marine Services (Naval) will 
provide marine services at 
Pembroke Dock for RAF 
Brawdy, at Falmouth for RAF St 
Mawgan and the Sea King 
Training Unit, and at Ports¬ 
mouth for RAF Benson. 

Where not provided by craft 
of DMS(N), tasks will be under¬ 
taken by contractor-operated 
RAF vessels. 

RAF craft will be based at 
Plymouth, Great Yarmouth, 
Invergordon and Holyhead 
using existing Service support 
facilities at all locations other 
than Great Yarmouth where the 
contractor is required to provide 
his own facilities. 

RAF marine craft, under the 
rationalization scheme, will 
undertake target towing for 
HMS Cambridge gunnery 
range. 
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☆ Less morse 

DECLINING military use of 
morse has been noted in a 
review investigating the future 
requirements of the Royal Navy 
for the reception and trans¬ 
mission of audio morse. 

As a result of the training 
effort needed to meet existing 
operational standards, it has 
been decided that these stan¬ 
dards should be amended. 

An announcement sets out 
the new details. 
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SMOKE CURTAIN CHOSEN 


IN THE light of experience in the Falklands, 
temporary curtains were introduced in HM ships at 
main watertight doors and to sub-divide long 
passages, to enable smoke boundaries to be 
maintained in the event of distortion at the 
doorways or for the passage of personnel. 
Submarines have similar smoke curtain 
arrangements. 


An official announcement says that following 
trials with various materials, Columbus 300 flame 
retardant viscose / acrylat fabric has been selected 
as the most suitable. 


Existing curtains will 
become unserviceable. 


be replaced as they 
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Alderney 
duo win 
race pot 

TWO officers from the fish-J 
ery protection vessel HMS 
Alderney won a class trophy 
in a transatlantic yacht race 
while their ship was in refit. 

Sub-Lieut. Mick Broughton, 
the Alderney’s gunnery officer, 
skippered the Class One racing 
yacht Loujaine in the Royal 
Ocean Racing Club’s Caribbean 
Race from Las Palmas to 
Antigua. He was assisted by the 
ship’s navigator, Lieut. Spike 
Hughes. 

They took the combined 
Class 1 and 2 trophy in the 
18-day race, and on their arrival 
rested at the millionaire’s para¬ 
dise — the Antiguan St James 
Club — by courtesy of British 
entrepreneur Peter de Savary. 

HMS Alderney has now re¬ 
sumed her fishery protection 
duties after her first refit. She 
emerged from the Rosyth 
Syncrolift later than expected, 
which allowed members of the 
ship’s company to fulfil a variety 
of other roles, from helping out 
other ships with personnel 
shortages — to the transatlantic 
race. 

Lynx, not Wasp 

SHARP-EYED readers will 
have noticed that the picture of 
HMS Scylla’s helicopter on 
Page 15 of last month’s Navy 
News featured her Lynx, not a 
Wasp as stated in the caption. 

The Wasp in question be¬ 
longed to HMS Achilles, and it 
won the trophy for the best 
turned-out helicopter at the 
Falklands Helimeet 85. 



L»ft: HMS Lead* Castle on the beat — and taking a beating 
from a wintry Force 10 (and rlelng). 


LEEDS CASTLE 


ROLE of an “enemy” atifp was 
given to HMS Leeds Castle dur¬ 
ing Exercise Western Chance 
heid in the South-West 
Approaches In February. 

H waft one of the iater deployments 
In a busy winter season for the 
fishery patrol vessel* She was on 
duty over Christmas and the New 
Year, returning to Rosyth for rstard 
leave in early January. 


She had achieved a successful 
prosecution of a Dutch fishing vessel 
which had contravened EEC regula¬ 
tions, and with other ships have been 
involved in the search for the wreck¬ 
age of an RAF Tornado aircraft which 
had crashed off Ramborough Head. 

After leave the Leeds Castle called 
at Devonport for e brief maintenance 
period, during which she was host to 
members of Birmingham branch of 
the RN Patrol Service Association. 


The branch was continuing a liaison 
with the Fishery Protection Squad¬ 
ron, a link which was first established 
during the Second World War. 

During their visit, the association 
members toured the Leeds Cattle 
and HMS Guernsey, and were given a 
presentation on the ships* offshore 
tasks. 

Before Easter leave, the Leeds 
Castle is due to visit Antwerp with 
HMS Stubbfngton. 


Tartar set for 
Indonesia 

FORMER Royal Navy frigate 
HMS Tartar recommissions at 
Woolston, Southampton, on 
April 3 as the Indonesian war¬ 
ship Kri Hasanuddin. She has 
been refitted by Vosper 
Thornycroft. 

Two other Tribal-class frig¬ 
ates, Zulu and Gurkha, have 
already been handed over to the 
Indonesian Navy. 


Viking visit 


FISHERY patrol duty for 
HMS Shetland was 
brightened up by an excur¬ 
sion back into the Dark 
Ages when she visited the 
islands after which she was 
named. 

At Lerwick, the Island-class 
vessel took part in the mid¬ 
winter festival of “Up- 


Back to Dark Ages 


Helly-Aa,” a reminder of the 
Shetlands’ Viking past. 

During their three-day stay, 
the ship’s company witnessed a 
torchlight procession of more 


than 1,000 men, and the burn¬ 
ing of a “longship.” 

Later, the men from the 
Shetland retired to several 
“halls” in Lerwick to continue 
the rousing celebrations. 

On the following night the 
Guizer Jarl (Head Viking) paid 
a return call on the ship with 40 
of his men — who were all well 
entertained. 

Earlier in deployment — and 
during a brief respite from atro¬ 
cious weather — the Shetland 
arrested a Dutch vessel which 
was successfully prosecuted for 
fishing with undersize nets in 
the North Sea. 

The patrol vessel also visited 
Sunderland, Blyth, North 
Shields, Hull and Kirkwall in 
the Orkneys. 
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Shetland's 





BBS*" 


The Austin Montego Estate is a car that certainty won’t 
cramp your style. It’s a handsome car with a superb specification 
and stacks of interior space It features seven seats in all. 
including two occasional rear facing child seats Total loadspace 
is tit I cubic feet You have the choice of 1 fi or 2 litre engines, 
both being extremely economical for such a big car. 

At Stimph the l .fi returns over 52 to the gallon. Very much 
a cast* of big is beautiful. 


Changing times ... 


WITH every child owning a 
timepiece accurate to 
seconds a year, the Armed 
Forces are getting in on the 
act with the introduction of 
"wristswatch chronograph 
electronic." 

The announcement says that 
this is to provide an electronic 
multi-purpose watch as a re¬ 
placement for an obsolescent 
mechanical watch. 

The new item is particularly 
suitable for airborne and 
seaborne navigational 
operations. 

Anyone with visions of stick¬ 
ing pins in little holes to re-set 
the time may be reassured that 
the detailed instructions seem 
less formidable, though quite a 
lot of verbiage is required for an 
explanation of the various 
functions. 

The obsolescent item is to 
continue in service until 
defective. 
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☆ Chiefs 

NAMES are announced of the 
results of the 1985 selection 
boards for chief petty officer/ 
chief medical technician and 
chief communications 
technician. 

The selections are intended 
to meet the expected vacancies 
arising in the promotion year 
starting January 1, 1986. 

Should there be a shortfall, 
this will be met by bringing 
forward in May, 1986, the 
reserve selections. 

All the successful candidates 
will be promoted by December 
31, 1986. 
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☆ Field gun 

VOLUNTEERS are invited for 
the 1986 Field Gun Competition 
taking place at the Royal Tour¬ 
nament from Wednesday, July 
9 to Saturday, July 26. 

Ratings serving sea (home) 
or shore service (except new 


entry training) may apply for 
duty with the staff or crew of 
their choice. 

Training with field gun 
equipment may not start before 
April 28, 1986. 
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☆ Boarding 

FAMILIES considering boarding 
school education for sons or 
daughters may like to get de¬ 
tails of Christ’s Hospital, Hor¬ 
sham, which is now co-educa- 
tional for 620 boys and 200 
girls. 

Beginning with the entry of 
children in September 1986, 
eligibility for entry has been 
extended to include rating 
families as well as officers. 

Parents’ contribution to fees 
is according to an income scale. 

The address for further infor¬ 
mation is: The Clerk, Christ’s 
Hospital, 26 Great Tower 
Street, London EC3R 5AL. 

(Announcement date Jan. 31,1906). 


☆ Bird contest 

WHO likes taking pictures of 
birds (the kind that fly)? 

An annual prize for bird 
photography is being offered by 
the RN Birdwatching Society. It 
will consist of an engraved 
tankard and a year’s free mem¬ 
bership of the society. The 
runner-up will be offered a 
year’s membership. 

The contest, to be known as 
the Sea Swallow Photographic 
Competition, derives its name 
from the society’s emblem, 
which is a sea swallow (or 
Arctic tern). 

Subjects may be any seabird 
or any landbird photographed 
on board a ship. Entries can be 
black and white and colour 
prints (negatives to be 
forwarded with the entry) or 
colour slides. Both photographic 
quality and ornithological inter¬ 
est will be taken into account. 
Judges will include the Fleet 
Photographic Officer. 

Entries close on September 
30 each year, and may be 
submitted at any time. They 
should be forwarded to: The 
Chairman, RN Birdwatching 
Society, Dene Cottage, West 
Harting, Petersfield, Hants, 
GU31 5PA. 


On course for improvement 


IMPROVED training is prom¬ 
ised by the introduction of a 
maintainers electronics course 
for petty officer marine engin¬ 
eering mechanics (L). 

The course, of five weeks 
duration, will begin with the 
spring term 1986 at HMS 
Collingwood. 

The aim is to supplement the 
electronics training given during 
the LMEM(L) qualifying course 
to enable a petty officer to 
undertake pre-joining training 
with confidence, and thereby 
afford a greater measure of 


support to the propulsion 
MEA(EL) in modern ships. 

In the event of failure on 
course a POMEM(L) will still be 
required to take up a draft, 
accepting that the field of em¬ 
ployment will be restricted. 

Failure will not carry a penalty 
to the candidate, and it will not 
preclude him from a subse¬ 
quent nomination for the 
course, unless a specific state- 
ment to the contrary is 
forwarded to HMS Centurion by 
the commanding officer. 
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Maybe as a serviceman you need to pay no tax at all! Red tape and regulations make the question of car taxes 
difficult for naval personnel to fathom. Do you qualify for a tax free car or will you have to pay all the tax on 
your next car? Whatever the answer Natocars know the best way to help you. 

For instance the exclusive special service discounts (some up to 38%) on many of our cars 
can’t be matched by any ordinary High Street dealer. And not only does that mean a lower 
overall price it also means that less of that price is tax - if payable. New cars, used cars at 
competitive prices, part exchange deals (YES even if your car is in the UK but 
YOU are overseas) or even car hire, Natocars offer the Navy a trouble free tV 

car buying system that has proved itself over and over again. Start now [dob 
- send for our buying guide packed with all the info you need - ask us 
about the possibility of you having tax free status. Write or phone us now. 


_NATOCARS 

C OF BRIDGWATER 

^ ykLs Komi. Bridgwater. Somerset. I'Ah IIHi lei Bridgwater (0278) ISSSSn 
lelex: -lO'JSa To telephone from (iermany dial OIMI-27H*I55555 
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Please 

Hank _ 


Name 


Present Address (if overseas give ship or shore base addressj 


Tel. Home 


Car lor use in Icounlrvl 


Delivery dale required 


I am interested in (lick the boxes] 

Ford 

Austin Rover 
Audi/Volkswagen 
Peugeot /Talbot 
Vauxhall/Opel 
I and/Range Rover 


Tax Free Q or Tax Paid [J Used Cars 0 UK Car Hire Q 
I would like toconsider Natocars' unique trade-in facility □ 

I would like to consider a Natocars personal loan DM Q or *□ 

Natocars l .muled. 

Wylds Road. Bridgwater Somerset. TA6 4DG Tel Bridgwater (0278) 455555 J 
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Buffer 
waives 
the rules 


Caption(s) required 

WRIGHT & LOGAN 


TOTAL 


20 Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HL. Tel: (0705) 829555 

ACCESS , BARCLA YCARD/VISA, AMERICAN EXPRESS; EUROCARD 


PEOPLE a * MU NEWS 


REMEMBER THE GOOD OLD NAVY 


• THE PERFECT PRESENT. A mounted and framed photograph of your 
old ship printed from an original large format negative (excellent quality) 
to enhance your hall, lounge, bar. den, etc. 

• We have been photographing ships of all nationalities and types from the 
early 1920 s to the present day, including R.F.A.'s, R.M.A.S., R.N.V.R. 
and P.A.S 

• In our collection we also have negatives of several other Naval 
Photographers including the massive A & J Pavia collection from Malta. 

• Fill in the name of your ship and the year(s) you were on board (see box 
below) and wo are 95% certain wo can supply you with a keepsake that 
will be treasured for years to come. 

• A 12" x 7 ~ hand-printed photograph mounted on a special 14" x 10" 
mount complete with black cushion (W ebony moulding) 14" x 10" 
frame with glass ready for hanging or free-standing. 

£16.95 each inclusive of VAT and Post. 

• Captions heat embossed in gold script can be printed underneath — 
please add £3.50 per photograph. 

• We were not in business from 1939-1945 but can usually supply a 
photograph taken immediately before or after this period. 

• Delivery approximately 14 days from receipt of your order. 


PLEASE PRINT NAME OF SHIP & DATE 


£16.95 


Ueut. Peter Eldridge and the 
Central Flying School Trophy. 


Dark blue 
pilots in 
limelight 


LIEUT. Peter Eldridge certainly made his mark at RAF 
Scampton, Lines, when he attended the Central Flying 
School to do a flying instructors’ course on the Bulldog 
aircraft. 


Peter practically scooped 
the pool when the course 
awards were presented by 
Air Chief Marshal Sir 

Thomas Kennedy. 

He finished as top student, 
winning the Ground School 
Trophy; the Bulldog Trophy for 
the best Bulldog instructor pilot; 
the Bulldog Cup for the best 
low-level aerobatics pilot; and 
the Central Flying School 
Trophy for the best student 
overall on all courses. 


RAF TOPCLIFFE 


Peter is now instructing at the 
RN Elementary Flying Training 
School at RAF Topcliffe, Yorks. 

Another prize-winner was 
Lieut. David Sigoumay who 
did an instructors’ course on 
Hawks. He won the Hawk 
Trophy for the best instructor 
pilot on that aircraft and the 
Folland Trophy for the best low- 
level aerobatics pilot on the 
Hawk. 

David is now instructing at 
RAF Valley, North Wales. 


DAVID SIGOURNAY 

Going 

Dutch 

Chaplain of the Fleet the Ven. 
Noel Jones met chaplains of 
the Royal Netherlands Navy 
during a two-day visit to Holland 
to exchange ideas about the 
work of the chaplaincies in the 
two navies. 


War chiefs 


captured 
on canvas 


A piece 
of cake 


FERRANTI engineers pre¬ 
sented Lieut.-Cdr. Brian 
Shooter, HMS Cambridge Pro¬ 
jects Officer, with a 50th birth¬ 
day cake shaped like a basic 
fire control trainer, on the same 
day that the first of three BFCT 
containers arrived at Wembury 
Point by road. 

Brian has been involved 
since 1983 in the project that 
continues the modernisation of 
Cambridge to digital gunnery 
training equipment. 


How 

to 

Jack 

up 

your 

car! 


IF YOU ever need to get two new 
motor cars into the London 
Underground, you could always 
ask the Royal Navy to provide 
some field gunners to help. The 
two Fleet Air Arm teams did |ust 
that on January 15 when they 
carried a couple of Vauxhall Bel¬ 
monts from Oxford Street Into the 
Bond Street station booking 
office. 

Reason for this slightly 
eccentric behaviour was to help in 
the launch of the new Vauxhalls 
and to signal the start of the 
gunners’ Intensive training season 
for this year's Royal Tournament. 


in Warrior 


A LIFE-SIZE portrait of the 
Prime Minister and her Service 
advisers at the time of the 
Falklands war was unveiled by 
Admiral of the Fleet Sir John 
Fieldhouse, Chief of the 
Defence Staff, at the Northwood 
headquarters of the 
Commander-in-Chief Fleet on 
January 27. 

The 10ft. by 6ft. 6in. painting 
by international artist Brenda 
Bury shows Mrs Thatcher at a 
briefing in HMS Warrior, from 
where the 1982 campaign was 
directed. 

With her in the painting are 
Admiral Fieldhouse, who was 
Commander-in-Chief Fleet at 
the time; the Chief of Staff, 
Vice-Admiral David Hallifax; the 
Flag Officer Submarines, Rear- 
Admiral Peter Herbert; the Air 
Officer Commanding, Air Mar¬ 
shal Sir John Curtiss; the 
Commander Land Forces, 
Maj.-Gen. Jeremy Moore; and 
Lieut.-Gen. Sir Richard Trant, 
who acted as Land Deputy at 
Northwood after Gen. Moore’s 
departure for the South Atlantic. 

The idea for the painting 
originated two years previously 
with Capt. Christopher 
Chamberlen, whose daughters 
sat for Miss Bury when he was 
serving on the staff of the 
Supreme Allied Commander At¬ 
lantic in the United States. He is 
now the Queen’s 
Harbourmaster in Portsmouth. 

Degreo of 


Lieut.-Cdr. Chris Jarvis, who 
left the Navy in November, has 
received his law degree from 
Princess Anne, Chancellor of 
London University, at the Albert 
Hall. His last appointment in a 
naval career spanning 26 years 
was with the Planning Staff at 
Mount Wise, Plymouth. 

He is now working for a firm 
of solicitors in St Budeaux. 
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Flying Doctor 


wears a 
brass hat 


SURGEON CDR. Elizabeth Hodges is truly a flying 
doctor. To her many other qualifications she has added 
that of pilot after completing a seven-week Bulldog 
flying course at RAF Linton-on-Ouse, North Yorkshire. 



Geoffrey (above) and 
Helen (below) Davies 
achieved a family double 
at BRNC Dartmouth on 
December 19 when they 
graduated at the same 
passing out parade. The 
brother and sister joined 
the college on the same 
day in May last year. 

Geoffrey, a graduate in 
geography at St Cuth- 
bert’s University of Dur¬ 
ham, joins HMS Hecate 
for three months while 
Helen has started a 
Junior Supply Officers 
Course. 



_^L|l 


She was the first woman 
in the Royal Navy to be 
granted a Full Career Com¬ 
mission and has recently 
become the first lady doctor 
to be promoted acting com¬ 
mander — an event which 
caused some anxiety on the 
uniform front. 

There was no “brass hat” in 
existence to go with her promo¬ 
tion, so one had to be designed 
and made before she took up 
her appointment as Medical 
Officer-in-Charge of the Central 
Air Medical Board and the Air 
Medical School at Seafield 
Park. 

Surgeon Cdr. Hodges has 
specialised in aviation medi¬ 
cine, and decided to learn to fly 
so that she could experience for 
herself some of the strains and 
stresses to which aircrew are 
subjected. 

Not that she was unfamiliar 
with life in the air, having logged 
around 100 hours in all Royal 
Navy aircraft except the Sea 
Harrier. Many of those hours 
have been spent on duty in 
Search and Rescue helicopters 
operating from HMS Daedalus. 

The daughter of a now retired 
GP, Surgeon Cdr. Hodges 
joined the Navy in 1978 after 
qualifying from Cambridge Uni¬ 
versity and the London Hospi¬ 
tal. Her interest in aviation 
medicine began during her first 
appointment at RN air station 
Yeovilton. 

Mercury's 

'Busmen' 

A team of chief communica¬ 
tions yeoman from HMS Mer¬ 
cury gave an excellent account 
of themselves in Granada Tele¬ 
vision’s "Busman’s Holiday” 
quiz show, winning their first 
round match before being nar¬ 
rowly eliminated on their 
second appearance on Febru¬ 
ary 25. 

CCYs David Nuttall, David 
Turner and Mike Glendinnlng 

romped home on February 18 
against a team of educational 
psychologists and a team of 
librarians. Their prize was a 



Learning to fly a Bulldog at RAF Linton-on-Ouse and wearing the insignia of her new rank (above left) is Surgeon Cdr. Hodges. 




Mercury’s “Busmen" are (from left to right) Mike Glendinnlng, David Nuttall and David Turner. 


Little Ships 
salute Yacht 

BROADCASTER Raymond Baxter, honorary admiral of 
the Association of Dunkirk Little Ships, asked 
CINCFLEET to send the Flag Officer Royal Yachts, 
Rear-Admiral John Garnler, the following signal: 

“Dunkirk Little Ships salute your Balsac repeat of 
their Dynamo. Rule Britannia.” (Balsac was the 
codename for the Aden evacuation). 

Rear-Admiral Gamier replied: “Please pass grateful 
thanks to Raymond Baxter for his kind message which 
has been very much appreciated by all RN/RFA 
personnel off Aden.” 


Patching 
up the 
patching 

CIVILIANS Dave Price and Ray 
Thatcher couldn’t afford to get 
their wires crossed when they 
replaced the main patching 
panel in the Communications 
Centre at Fort Southwick. 

They made over 15,000 con¬ 
nections to complete more than 
170 circuits, a task which took 
them nearly 1,000 man hours. 

But Dave and Ray completed 
the project with a minimum of 
disruption to the Commcen, 
which handles all the signal 
traffic in and out of 
Commander-in-Chief Naval 
Home Command’s hill-top 
headquarters overlooking 
Portsmouth. 

Final cut was ceremoniously 
carried out by Second Officer 
Chris Poulter. 

Dave and Ray are on the 
staff of the Base Services 
Manager, Portsmouth. 

Brian joins 
the HCIMA 

Lieut.-Cdr. Brian Purnell’s 
professionalism in the field of 
catering and catering manage¬ 
ment has been recognised by 
the Hotel, Catering and Institu¬ 
tional Management Association 
(HCIMA) by the award of a 
certificate of membership. 

Brian works in the Ministry of 
Defence as the Royal Navy’s 
adviser on ship galley design 
and catering equipment. He 
joined the Navy as a cook in 
1959 and was commissioned in 
1975. 


BRIAN PURNELL 


four-day visit to Copenhagen as 
guests of the Royal Dutch 
Navy. 

On their second appearance 
they were beaten into second 
place by three mining sur¬ 
veyors. David Turner is still in 
HMS Mercury, David Nuttall is 
now in HMS Glamorgan, and 
Mike is on the staff of HMS 
Flying Fox, Bristol Division 
RNR. 



——isssy?. — 


A Home from Home for 
Sailors... at Aggies 



When Aggie Weston founded 
her Rests over 100 years ago 
she saw the need for a “Home 
from Home” where sailors 
would find a welcome and 
companionship. The Rests 
have changed over the years 
but these principles still hold 
good. Come and see us. You 
won’t find any beer but you 
will find something that will 
more than make up for that. 
Further information can be 
obtained from the 
General Secretary. 

2A South Street, 
Gosport, Hants P012 1ES. 


Royal 

Sailors’ 

Rests 



PORTSMOUTH Camden Rest. Queen Street DEVONPORT - Albert Road 
FASLANE Gullybridqe House ■ ROSYTH - Rosyth Rest, Feny Toll Road, 
GOSPORT - Rowner Rest, Grange Lane ‘ YEOVILTON - The Cottage, tlchester 
PLYMOUTH - St Budeaux Rest, Poole Park Rd., St. Budeaux, (Families only) 


- 








































NEWSVIEW ' 
The case for 
charity to 
begin at home 

MARVELLOUSLY generous at helping “out¬ 
side” good causes of every kind, sailors — it is 
sometimes claimed — are not always so quick 
off the mark at aiding their own charities. Is 
there not a strong case for charity beginning at 
home? 

However, in this edition we report two 
shining examples where mighty efforts are 
now under way to help former shipmates who 
were involved in tragic accidents. Many people 
are pleased to be able to take part in cash 
raising activities which, apart from the financial 
objective, provide the chance to express those 
genuine feelings of comradeship which in the 
Service can run so deep. 

In the case of ex-CPO Snowy Clingham, 
paralysed from the waist down in an accident 
at Portsmouth naval base in 1983, several 
groups who have learnt of his predicament are 
taking part in events to raise cash towards 
special equipment. 

Similarly, in the case of AB Paul Shorten, 
paralysed from the waist down in an accident 
last year, a series of events by different 
groups has been held to raise money towards 
work to adapt his home. 

All will wish the efforts involved every 
possible success. 

National campaign 

Without commenting on these as individual 
cases, by coincidence we report them at a 
time which has just seen the launch of a 
national campaign on the implications of 
Section Ten of the 1947 Crown Proceedings 
Act. 

This promises to present a forcibly-argued 
case in Parliament and elsewhere maintaining 
there is an injustice in that Service personnel 
cannot sue for compensation in negligence 
cases because of Crown immunity. In this, it is 
claimed they find themselves at disadvantage 
compared with other groups. 

The campaigners say that what they are 
talking about are not war risks — accepted as 
part of the Serviceman’s lot — but of how in 
some peacetime accident circumstances, dur¬ 
ing training for instance, substantial sums of 
compensation which are a possibility for 
civilians are denied the Serviceman. 

The campaign will perhaps bring to the 
attention of Service personnel something to 
which they had previously given little thought. 
They will be interested in what is said on all 
sides as they note any progress it makes. 


Navy heads teamwork in Portland fireship emergency 


'Combined ops' win 
battle of Ebn Magid 



Civilian and naval fire teams battle to control the blaze on board the Libyan freighter 
Ebn Magid alongside Portland naval base. Meanwhile, dockside cranes lift cargo from 
the ship’s upper deck. In the foreground is HMS Alacrity which contributed to the Navy 

firefighting teams. 


MORE THAN 100 Navy firefighters 
and salvage specialists were in the 
forefront of a marathon operation to 
tackle a blaze on board a Libyan 
freighter and to protect Portland 
Harbour from serious pollution. 

The fire on board the 7,000-ton Ebn 
Magid raged for days and was only 
brought under control when she was 
beached and progressively flooded. On 
February 10 — two weeks after the fire 
had started — the vessel was refloated, 
moored to a Navy buoy, and handed back 
to her master. 

Dorset Fire Service bore the brunt of the 
hazardous and difficult firefighting operation 
and members of the brigade were remaining on 
board to ensure that there was no re-ignition. It 
was thought likely that the ship would be towed 
away, although her destination was still being 
negotiated as Navy News went to press. 

At one time during the emergency, the 
Magid was ablaze almost from stem to 
stern while Royal Maritime Auxiliary 
vessels alongside her were used as plat¬ 
forms for the civilian and Navy 
firefighters. 

The operation, under the overall control of 
the Chief Admiralty Salvage Officer, involved 
fire control teams from HMS Osprey and Royal 
Navy vessels including HM ships Alacrity, 
Argonaut, Edinburgh, Euryalus and Galatea. 

Chemicals 

Thermal imaging cameras — which can 
detect the seat of a fire — were contributed by 
Osprey and by some of the ships’ teams and 
proved invaluable during the operation. 

First phase of the emergency began on 
January 28 when the freighter sent out a 
distress signal while 21 miles south-west of 
Portland. Fire had broken out in a cargo of 
animal feed cake in one of her holds amidships. 
She was also carrying several thousand gallons 
of chemicals — ethanol and butanol — as well 
as vehicles and 13-ton containers on her upper 
deck. 

The stretched Type 42 destroyer HMS 
Manchester and the German frigate 
Niedersachsen, working-up off Portland, es¬ 
corted the Magid to an anchorage in the 
harbour. 

After expert assessment, the Magid was 
brought alongside the naval base to enable 


Dorset Fire Service to tackle the flames. 
Civilian emplyecs of the base, backed up by 
naval personnel, worked all that night and 
throughout the following day to unload cargo 
— including drums of chemicals. 

The Fire Brigade and naval fire teams 
worked in relays in dense smoke and intense 
heat to contain the blaze, which nevertheless 
worsened on the evening of January 29 after an 
explosion in one of the holds. 

Diving team 

By the following morning the fire had flared 
out of control and the vessel was moved away 
from the base by RMAS tugs, and beached half 
a mile from the Causeway. 

Firefighting continued with teams operating 
from the RMAS tug Rollicker and the salvage 
vessel Kinbrace under the direction of 
Admiralty salvage officers. Control was re¬ 
gained by late afternoon after the holds had 
been flooded. 


The Dog-class RMAS tugs Basset, Sheepdog 
and Alsatian were also involved in the opera¬ 
tion, as was the RMAS Port Diving Unit which 
checked for damage to the Magid’s hull after 
she had been beached. 

Great care had to be taken during the 
operation to flood the holds. Too much water 
would have led to the break-up of the beached 
freighter, so water was let into one hold, then 
pumped out into the next, and so on. 

The salvage teams also had to ensure that no 
pullution occurred within the harbour whose 
vulnerable areas include a salmon fishery and 
coastal leisure resources. Close contact was 
maintained throughout the emergency with 
f concerned organisations, including the Wessex 
Water Authority and the Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture, Fisheries and Food. 

“It was a superb combined operation, 
hallmarked by the high degree of liaison and 
co-operation between the Service and other 
agencies involved,” said a Royal Navy 
spokesman. 
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Secret world of the 

Periphot 


ON DECEMBER 13, 1915, HM Submarine Ell raised her 
periscope above the swift-moving waters of the Bosphorus and took 
a photograph of Constantinople Harbour. 


It was murky and slightly off-centre — 
but accurate enough to show the main 
features of the enemy Turk’s defences. 
And from this, probably the first opera¬ 
tional periscope picture, there evolved the 
wide range of photographic techniques 
practised by the Royal Navy Submarine 
Service today. 

Periscope photography has a number of 
applications. It is a useful aid to navigation and 
has been employed to great effect for propa¬ 
ganda purposes during both World Wars. But it 
is the operational role in reconnaissance and 
intelligence gathering that takes priority in the 
annual Periscope photography competition, the 
results of which were recently announced. 

The coveted Barr and Stroud Trophy for the 
best overall performance was won by HMS 
Valiant, a nuclear powered Fleet submarine 
based at Faslane on the Clyde. 

Periscope photographs aren’t perfect — 
Patrick Lichfield probably wouldn’t think much 
of them, anyway. It is difficult to overcome the 
problems of filtering an image through 30ft. of 
steel tube crammed with lenses and prisms, 
with the viewing optic buffeted by the waves a 
few inches above the surface . . . 


ALGIERS 

HONOURS 

ARROW 

GRAVES 

HMS ARROW’S ship’s com¬ 
pany paid tribute at the graves 
of old Arrows during a diplo¬ 
matic and sales visit to Algiers. 

They laid wreaths and said 
prayers at the graves of nine 
members of the previous HMS 
Arrow, killed when their ship 
was badly damaged as a cargo 
ship she was assisting exploded 
alongside her in Algiers harbour 
during the Second World War. 

The graves in the Dely I 
Brahim and El Alia cemeteries 
are kept immaculately by 
Algerian gardeners. The lush 
grass of the cemeteries is a sight 
to behold in a barren land. 

Survivors or relatives who 
would like further information 
or photographs of the graves in 
Algiers should write to the 
PRO, HMS Arrow, BFPO 
Ships. 

Illustrious 

watchkeeper 

THE January item about HMS 
Illustrious and her bosun, Lieut- 
Cdr. David Jeffree, should have 
explained that he has carried 
out 1,000 hours watchkeeping 
while on board the carrier dur¬ 
ing the last two years or so. 


Picture: LA(Phot) Hashmukh Amliwala 


On the other hand, the 
cameraman down below is not 
interested in pretty pictures. He 
wants information — and he 
would rather his enemies did 
not know he was getting it. For 
periscope pictures to be any 
use, they must be taken in 
secret. 

Each of the Royal Navy’s 
submarines in service has a 
photographic officer and at least 
one assistant. 

First of the competition’s 
categories is the single shot. All 


the pictures arc taken on high 
power magnification of 6X or 
7X — or the equivalent of a 
telephoto lens. 

For “stereo pairs” two shots 
of the target are taken from 
different positions and when 
viewed through stereo glasses 
give a 3D effect which picks out 
far more detail than a normal, 
two-dimensional shot. 

An extension of this is the 
“stereo sweep panorama.” The 
periscope is swung through an 
arc and 14 pictures are snapped 
off in succession, later to be 
overlapped and joined together. 
The captain of the submarine 
will not want to expose his 
periscope for too long and the 
sweep should take less than a 
minute. 

Commando 

This technique is used for 
photographing coastlines — and 
obviously the stereo effect is 
useful when planning 
commando-style landings. But 
to obtain this he will have to go 
through the whole process 
again. 

On a smaller scale, line- 
overlap pictures can be taken on 
the move to get a close-up view 
of an enemy ship. 

Some of the results of the 
competition are classified. 
Those that are released for 
publication still reflect the con¬ 
tinued improvement of the art 
of periscope photography — 70 
years on from that first effort by 
Ell. 


AN AWARD in memory of the late Capt. Harry 
Megson, former commanding officer of HMS 
Daedalus, has been presented for the first 
time. POAEA J. M. Morgan-Hosey ^vas the 
first recipient. 

It will be awarded each year to the student 
showing most application and endeavour on 
the air engineering artificer qualifying course. 

In our picture, Mrs. Marguerite Megson 
presents the award to PO Morgan-Hosey, 
who is accompanied by his wife. Mrs. 
Megson’s son, Mr. Nigel Megson, and the 
present commanding officer of HMS 


Harry Megson 
memorial 

Daedalus, Capt. Roger Moylan-Jones, were 
among those who attended the ceremony. 

Capt. Megson joined Daedalus as a boy in 
1946 and 37 years later returned to command 
the establishment after a career as an air 
engineering officer. 


YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE 

- ALL PAST & PRESENT SERVING SAILORS. SOLDIERS. 
AIRMEN, WRENS, WRACS, WRAFS, NURSES & THEIR FAMILIES. 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED BY THE ROYAL STAR & GARTER HOME TO 
CARE FOR THE DISABLED MEN & WOMEN OF ALL THREE SERVICES 


The Royal Star & Garter Home cares for severely disabled ex-Servicemen 
and women of all ranks from all parts of the country. We rely on public 
support, so please help by sending a donation or preferably asking for a 
covenant form. You might also like to remember with a legacy those to 

whom we owe so much. ’ D _ VA . 

THE ROYAL 

STAR & GARTER 

Home for Disabled Sailors, Soldiers & Airmen. 
Richmond, Surrey TW10 6RR. Tel: 01-940 3314 

Registered Charity No. 210119 & 286781 
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IF YOU’RE given a couple of hundred million pounds’ worth 
after, such as a Royal Navy submarine, it is part of the Captain 
see that you know exactly what you’re doing. Yet in the highly 
“Submarine,” CSST did not get a mention — and was not pari 
work has a world-wide reputation. 

Submariners, perhaps more 


ABOVE: Out for a duck ... 
The crew of the O-class 
diesel-powered submarine 
HMS Onslaught practise 
their man overboard, calm 
weather routine. 


LEFT: Testing time for the 
Onslaught ... Commander 
CSST ; Cdr. Johnny Cooke, 
Inspects the fore-ends of 
HMS Onslaught with the 
boats first lieutenant, Lieut. 
David Vaughan. 


than any other seamen, need to 
be trained to an absolute peak of 
efficiency. In a submarine any¬ 
one can save — or sink — the 
boat and all her crew. You rely 
totally on the man standing next 
to you. 

Today the safety standards and 
smooth operational capability of the 
Royal Navy Submarine Command 
are the envy of most of the world’s 
submarine nations. But before CSST 
came into being in 1973 the clock¬ 
work was, well, a bit rusty in places. 

In the late 1960s and early 1970s a 
number of niggling incidents 
occurred that added up to suggest 
that all was not well with the 
submarine work-up system. So CSST 
was set up as an organisation with its 
base at Faslane — and for a long 
time, perhaps inevitably, it was an 
unloved arm of the Service. 


Catalyst 


“It was a case of ‘Here they come, 
sharp intake of breath, try to smile — 
here’s CSST again’,” recalls 
Lieut.-Cdr. Russ Cameron, currently 
Staff Supply Officer and responsible 
for safety harbour training. But in 
recent years there has been a big 
change in attitudes on both sides. 

“We try to act as a catalyst, to give 
advice, to help. There are lots of 
ways of doing things and so long as 
they reach the same end — to 
achieve the standards the Flag Offi¬ 
cer Submarines demands — we can 
afford to be flexible. And now the 
submarine commanding officers 
themselves are asking us to come 
along and give them a hand.” 

When a submarine emerges from a 
refit, or any extended period along¬ 
side, old habits have to be re-learned 
until they become second nature 
again. At sea, the qualified “rider” 
from CSST will take things easy at 
first, but by the end of a week’s 
training he will be bowling half a 
dozen fast balls at a time. The 
captain in the control room will have 
to suffer a lot of friendly advice . . . 


“For two years they’ve been used 
to clomping up and down ten flights 
of stairs in the refit yard and they do 
the same when they get to sea — 
that’s what it’s all about, getting 
people used to being back at sea 
again, thinking operationally and 
thinking safety.” 

Cavitation, the noise made by a 
boat’s propeller’s passage through 
the water, can be a problem at high 
speeds. And it should be second 
nature to ask permission to pump 
bilges — or you’re going to give the 
Captain a nasty surprise if he hap¬ 
pens to be looking through the 
periscope . . . 


BELOW: Small arms skill is 
essential to deter certain 
kinds of visitors. 


Pictures by 
CPO(Phot) 
John Drew 


Disasters 


“You’ve got too much periscope 
raised” . . . “Why is your wireless 
mast up?” . . . “Have you finished 
transmitting?” — and all the time he 
has to keep an eye on the operational 
side, the task which his submarine is 
supposed to be carrying out. 

For exercise purposes all sorts of 
disasters and distractions have been 
simulated — and when you’re 
worried about a hell-brew of 
hydraulic and high-pressure air bursts 
and assorted fires and floods it is all 
too easy to forget when the last 
navigational fix was made. The man 
from CSST has not forgotten, 
though . . . 

“On Day One people come out of 
refit sounding like a stampeding herd 
of bison,” said the staff executive 
officer. 


Jim Allaway 


On the engineering side, things 
were obviously much easier in the 
prc-nuclear age. Now there is a 
widening range of submarine classes 
to get used to. 

Cdr. Chris Hill, Commander 
Engineering, said: “Of necessity 
people will have to chop and change 
from one boat to another and the 
many different classes therefore pro¬ 
duce a large self-training load, as we 
still have to keep up to a high 
absolute standard on the CSST 
staff.” 

When the sea time is added to the 
continual round of visits to dockyards 
and refit groups, most CSST people 
will spend as much and sometimes 
even more time away from home 
than the average submariner who is 
serving in a boat. It all amounts to a 
pretty stiff sentence of separation 
from home and hearth. Lt Paul Jupp, 
the DWEO, reckons he spends 21-22 
days away each month. 

CSST will also help sharpen up a 
ship’s company that has become a bit 
rusty after a long maintenance period 
by assisting with Continuation Sea 
Training (COST). 

This may be warfare or safety 
orientated and may be initiated at the 
request of submarine or squadron. 


Why subnru 


are set such 
Awkward t( 
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Submarine Sea Training’s task to 
successful BBC Television series 
ticularly surprised. Even so, their 

Special work-ups may also be carried 
out for individual operations or for 
extreme conditions, such as operating 
in the tropics or in polar regions. 

Commander CSST, Cdr. Jonathan 
Cooke, likes to think they deliver a 
good product: “To achieve this we 
must do a major part of the work-up 
in deep water and this inevitably 
involves spending considerable 
periods continuously on board. 

“Because we’re going out into the 
areas where submarines might be 
operating for real — and it takes a 
day’s passage to get into deep water 
from Faslanc — our standard period 
at sea is ten days, which is completely 
different from the type of training 
given by FOST to surface ships. 

“Living for that amount of time on 
a ship — and a pretty confined one at 
that — means you really get to know 
how everyone’s getting along.’* 

The CSST staff also require crews 
to undergo tests of their alertness — 
simulated intruder attacks on berthed 
or moored submarines which are 
known under the collective term of 
“Exercise Awkward.’’ 

Other problems which are 
dreamed up include those which are 
not normally faced by a submarine 
crew, but which could crop up . . . 

Hurricane 

“For one submarine we started off 
with a disaster exercise,” said CSST’s 
Coxswain, CPO Robert Fulton. “We 
sent a signal saying this island had 
been struck by a hurricane and the 
place was devastated and then we put 
a few lads in a boat and landed them 
in a wooded area near here and told 
them to get on with it. 

“There were a dozen casualties 
strewn about and they had to treat 
them, feed them and build a dining 
hall, latrines and a galley out of 
dustbins and bits of planks, metal 
and bricks. 

“Don’t laugh — it sounds a bit like 
Boy Scouts but hurricanes do happen 
and if the Royal Navy is at hand we 
pitch in and help — and the Royal 
Navy might well be a submarine.” 

Medical care 

Real household-type accidents on 
board are surprisingly rare. 'Iliere are 
a few medical problems to watch out 
for in submarines and CSST’s own 
qualified staff have an important role 
in monitoring and keeping them 
under control. 

Polaris submarines carry a doctor 
on each patrol and so do nuclear- 
powered fleet submarines on an 
extended cruise — but normally 
there is only one senior and one 
junior rating in the medical team and 
these also have watchkeeping duties. 

“We constantly monitor radiation 
levels and this is very tedious because 
nothing is ever registered — the 
reactor shielding is very effective,” 
says WO Bob Evans. 

“But we also have to keep an eye 
on the atmosphere at set periods 
during the day to make sure there’s 
plenty of oxygen and no build-up of 


carbon monoxide or carbon dioxide. 

“There are a lot of toxic materials 
we are not allowed to carry — and 
nothing in aerosol cans because 
normally the propellant is a Freon 
gas. Although that in itself is not 
dangerous, if it passes over a hot 
piece of machinery it can break down 
into some rather nasty by-products. 

“Aftershave is not allowed either 
— it’s alcohol based and the vapour 
can also break down and cause 
trouble. In a surface ship it wouldn’t 
matter but we have a closed envir¬ 
onment and even small amounts can 
build up to unacceptable levels.” 

Hygiene in a submarine might have 
seemed a laughable idea a few years 
ago when it was a case of “diesel with 
everything.” The advent of the 
nuclear submarine with its unlimited 


supplies of fresh water changed all 
that. 

In fact, submariners probably 
enjoy as good a standard of health as 
their surface Navy counterparts up in 
the fresh air — hard though it is to 
believe. Standards of admission are 
stricter for the Submarine Service 
and anyone who falls below par is 
liable to be discharged from subma¬ 
rines as medically unfit. 

It is not only stamina that is 
required of CSST staff, however. All 
of them tend to be the best there is in 
their chosen areas of specialisation 
and this level of expertise has prob¬ 
ably done more than anything else to 
earn the outfit its world-wide 
reputation. 

One or two other submarine 
nations have now actually modelled 


their own training on ours. In the 
time of the current CSST, Capt. 
Mike Boyce, that training has finally 
become totally sea-orientated. 

“This includes our responsibility 
for the Submarine Command courses 

— a part of which is known as the 
Perisher — and also for all weapon 
system certifications, an annual re¬ 
quirement for every submarine to 
ensure that it is competent in the use 
of its weapon systems.” 

In all areas the workload piles on 

— but nowhere more relentlessly 
than at the “sharp end” of CSST’s 
operations. They have to keep a 
close eye on weapon handling these 
days — potentially a weak area since 
the abolition of the Torpedo Instruct¬ 
ors as a specialisation a few years 
ago. 


ABOVE: Night drama as CSST 
stages a major harbour flra 
exercise at Faslane. High density 
foam Is used to combat the 
submarine's deadliest enemy; Jets 
of water could upset the boat's 
delicate trim with undesirable 
results. 


LEFT: Whether fathoms deep or 
high and dry, submariners must be 
ready for anything. Here, during a 
relief exercise, they an required to 
build cooking facilities out of old 
dustbins on an Island In the Clyde 
estuary. The training could come 
In handy If their boat Is called on 
to bring emergency relief to a 
community hit by some natural 
disaster such as a hurricane. 


In the warfare section the schedule 
is so hectic that the team rarely meet 
as a group. Lieut.-Cdr. Tim 
McClement’s staff tend to spend 
much of their time at sea putting a 
submarine through every single op¬ 
eration and exercise it is liable to be 
assigned. 

A typical scenario for a nuke 
involves the boat in fighting its way 
out of the Clyde against air and 
surface competition; intercepting, 
trailing and attacking an “Orange” 
submarine in deep water; and then 
fighting its way back into confined 
waters under continuing attack from 
helicopters, maritime patrol aircraft 
and frigates. 

“Successful” enemy attacks are 
followed by action damage drills, laid 
on with smoke generators and 
thunderfiashes for realism, in which 
the submarine must continue to fight 
while various systems are deemed to 
be out of action. 

At the end of the testing, all-skills 
exam, both CSST staff and ship’s 
company are exhausted — but satis¬ 
fied in the knowledge that another 
boat is fully operational and ready 
for any task that might be given her. 
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answered the call to play 
thalr counterpart* of more 
than a century before. 

Among the Navy men who 
took part were (from left In 
the picture) AB Peter 
Klemen, POWTR Eddie Not¬ 
tingham and LWTR Derek 
Bird. 

NEGOTIATIONS 


A GUMPSE of how thlnga 
uaed to be in China is 
aharad by theee three 
ratings dressed as 19th- 
Century Royal Marines — 
and by two women of the 
Chinese Red Army. 

The rare encounter took 
place on the film set of "Tel 
Pan," part of which was 
shot at Zhuftei in the 
People's Republic of China, 
and Just across the water 
from Hong Kong. 

Producer Rafaella de 
Laurentlls asked for "extra" 
help from the British armed 
forces In the Crown Colony, 
with ths result that nearly 
100 off-duty Servicemen 


difference#: soldiers were 
dressed ss sailors, sailors 
played soldiers, officers 
wsrs reduced to the ranks, 
and prlvataa and ratings 
suddenly became officers. 
But all playad opposite 
such delightful stare as 
Janlna Turner and Joan 
Chen. 


'Tel Pan" Is set in the 
1840s when Hong Kong first 
became British territory, 
and permission for the 
extras to enter China was 
granted after six months of 
delicate negotiations. 

Casting of the volunteers 
took no account of Service 


ON SALE 85p 


lishments, plays and adjudica¬ 
tion performances: 

Region A (Portsmouth): HMS 
Sultan — “Enter a Free Man” by 
Tom Stoppard (March 5). HMS 
Collingwood — “The Lark” by Jean 
Anouilh (March 6). CINCNAVHOME 

— “Hobson's Choice” by Harold 
Brighouse (March 9). HMS Mercury 

— "The Stone Guest" by Alexander 
Pushkin (March 11). HMS Dolphin 

— “Two and Two Make Sex” by 
Richard Harris and Leslie Darbon 
(March 12). HMS Daedalus — 
“Whose Life Is It Anyway?" by Brian 
Clarke (March 13). HMS Nelson — 
"The Kite" by Rob Hayden (March 
14). HMS Warrior — "Alfie” by Bill 
Norton (March 17). HMS Centurion 

— “Outside Edge" by Richard Harris 
(March 18). 

Region B (Plymouth, FONAC, 
Scotland): HMS Cochrane — “The 
Circus of Adventure” by Enid Blytori 
(March 6). HMS Neptune — “84, 
Charing Cross Hoad" by Helene 
Hanff (March 7). RNH Stonehouse 

— "The Ghost Train” by Arnold 
Ridley (March 10). HMS Drake — 
“The Monkey’s Paw" by W. W. 
Jacobs, “The Wages of Sin” by 
Andrew Sachs, “The Cagebirds” by 
David Campton, and “The 15-Minute 
Hamlet" by Tom Stoppard (March 
11). RNAS Yeovilton — “The Linden 
Tree” by J. B. Priestley (March 12). 
HMS Daedalus — "Whose Life Is It 
Anyway?” by Brian Clarke (March 
13). RNAS Culdrose — “An Italian 
Straw Hat” by Eugene Labiche and 
Marc-Michel (March 17). RNEC 
Manadon — "The Tragical History of 
Doctor Faustus” by Christopher 
Marlowe (March 18). HMS Raleigh 

— "The Ghost Train” by Arnold 
Ridley (March 19). HMS Osprey — 
“St Joan” by G. B. Shaw (March 
20 ). 

River Kwai 
drawings 
go on show 

DRAWINGS by a prisoner- 
of-war on the notorious Burma 
railway go on show at the 
Imperial War Museum on 
March 6. 

The drawings, which consti¬ 
tute one of the most important 
and moving records of the 
Second World War, are by artist 
Ronald Searle, who was a 
young soldier when taken 
prisoner by the Japanese at the 
fall of Singapore in 1942. 

Seventy of the 400 pictures 
that Mr Searle presented to the 
museum in 1984 will be on view 
in a major exhibition entitled 
“To The Kwai — and Back.” 
The illustrations will also appear 
in a book of the same name, 
due to be published by the 
museum in association with 
Collins on March 3 (price £15). 


Rob flies a kite 


in play festival 

AMONG the wide range of plays staged during March for the Royal Naval Theatre 
Festival is a “home-grown” work by Lieut. Rob Hayden of HMS Nelson. 

China trip for 
Service extras 


Lieut. Hayden is author 
and director of “The Kite” 
for his establishment, follow¬ 
ing their success last year in 
winning the Nore Command 
Cup with another of his 
plays, ‘‘Interview 
Suspended.” 

He wrote his first full-length 
drama at the age of 18 and has 
been writing plays for the RN 
Theatre Festival since 1982. In 
that year his work “The Show,” 
for HMS Raleigh, took the 
adjudicator’s special award. 

Obsession 

“The Kite” is set in the mid- 
1950s and during the First 
World War, and deals with an 
old, blinded ex-soldier who is 
obsessed by his experiences as 
an observer in a manned box- 
kite in 1916. 

Action switches between the 
two periods, and the 1916 
scenes necessitate beams being 
constructed above the stage to 
support the kite. 

The other 18 productions in 
this year’s festival range from 
Enid Blyton to Christopher 
Marlowe. Two establishments 
— RNH Stonehouse and HMS 
Raleigh — compete in Region B 
with the same play, Arnold 
Ridley’s vintage comedy “The 
Ghost Train.” 

Two productions deal with 


the subject of Joan of Arc —■. 
Shaw’s “St Joan” staged by 
HMS Osprey and, from the 
other side of the Channel, Jean 
Anouilh’s “The Lark” produced 
by HMS Collingwood. 

One of the most ambitious 
offerings comes from HMS 


Drake who have chosen no 
fewer than four short plays. 

Adjudicator for Region A is 
Anthony Crush, Deputy Direc¬ 
tor of the British Theatre Asso¬ 
ciation; and for Region B, free¬ 
lance director Ann Stutfield. 

Full list of competing estab- 


FRANKY AND 
JENNY IN A 
BEAUTIFIED 
OLD HORROR 


LIGHTNING flashes illuminate multi-coloured test tubes 
and retorts bubbling with mysterious concoctions ... a 
hunchback winches a twitching body down from the 
rafters. Where else but Baron Frankenstein’s laboratory? 


The big switch in The Bride 
is that the usually disaster- 
prone Baron actually comes 
up with a successful end- 
product — no less a person 
than Jennifer Beals — look¬ 
ing gorgeous and a vast 
improvement on Boris Karloff 
lurching about with a bolt 
through his neck. 

The film, one of seven 
released on 16 mm by the 
RNFC this month, pulls off 
several more variations on 
the old theme. 

The foremost modern hor¬ 
ror merchant is probably 
Stephen King, and Cat's Eye 
contains three of his stories, 
all linked by a long-suffering 
puss; the first tale suggests a 
grim way to stop smoking, 
the second shows a sadistic 
gambler getting his come¬ 
uppance and the last has the 
cat doing battle with an evil 
troll that lives in a little girl’s 
bedroom wall. 

SHERIFF CLEESE 

Fantasy of another kind in 
Red Sonja, starring A. 
Schwarzenegger back in 
Conan-land and Brigitte 
Nielsen whose chin must be 
the most assertive in movie 
history. 

The Western continues to 
revive, and the long, 
character-packed Silverada is 
a brisk compendium of 
scenes and situations 
familiar from a thousand 
predecessors. 

Actually, it doesn’t have 
Indians attacking the wagon 
train, although John Cleese 
guest stars as a limey sheriff. 

The Holeroft Covenant is a 
convoluted tale of double 
dealing, triple crossing and 
quadruple bluff, as various 
characters — including 
Michael Caine — vie for an 
old Nazi inheritance. 

Confusion of the comic 
kind is rife in Desperately 
Seeking Susan, which 
features a classic mistaken 
identity plot. The presence of 
a punklsh-lookfng Madonna, 
heavily emphasised in the 
film’s advertising, may have 
misled some audiences (in 


fact, It made millions), but the 
picture is actually as solid 
and traditional as a vintage 
Judy Holliday farce. 

Going on past reactions, 
Woody Allen divides audi¬ 
ences down the middle. Both 
philes and phobes should 
mind out for Purple Rose of 
Cairo because, although 
Woody doesn’t act in the film, 
he did write and direct it — 
and his style is unmistake- 
able. 

“Listen, I’m deep and prob¬ 
ably complicated,” says the 
insecure young man trying to 
impress his girl. If that line 
tickles you, the film will un¬ 
doubtedly do likewise. 

STRONG STUFF 

Allen Is up for an Oscar for 
“Purple Rose,” while last 
year’s big winner Amadeus is 
now released on video. The 
film is deep and probably 
complicated, and anyone 
averse to Mozart should be 
aware that the film gets 
through an awful lot of his 
music. But the central drama¬ 
tic conflict is strong stuff. 

Apart from Mozart, the 
RNFC also has the 
Muppets. Presently having a 
revival on television, their 
last big screen feature was 
The Muppets Take Manhaitm, 
which is now out on tapv . 
This one finally sees frog ano 
pig united in matrimony. 


The history of naval flying 
from 1911 to the present day 

SUPERB 

PICTURES 

•More than 25 full colour 
photographs and more than 100 
in black and white, many from 
a unique war-time source 

...AND 
STORIES 
TO MATCH 


PLUS 


□The admiral who fought pirates and whose aircraft car¬ 
rier took a tanker in tow 


□Adrift — the Swordfish trio who spent nine days in a 
ship's boat after ditching in the war-time Atlantic 

□The man who made history by ejecting 
from his plane underwater 

AT NEWSAGENTS NOW 

Or further details from Special Publications Department, 
The News Centre, Military Road, Hilsea, Portsmouth P02 9SX 


Another Special 
Publication from The 
News Centre, Ports¬ 
mouth 


Interviews with naval pilots 
from two world wars, includ¬ 
ing: 


•The 89-year-old 
R.N.A.S. veteran of two 
years on the Western Front 


•The man who claimed 
the Seafire’s first victory 


STORY OF NAVAL AVIATION 
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A VIVID, first-hand 
account of the Titanic has 
been re-published more than 
80 years after it first 
appeared* 

Titanic — A Survivor’s Story 
is regarded as the most detailed 
and accurate contemporary nar¬ 
rative of that night to remem¬ 
ber, Its author, Col. Archibald 
Grade, was actually dragged 
under water as the liner sank 
and only through a 
superhumnan effort managed to 
swim to the surface. 

However, he never fully re¬ 
covered from his ordeal and 
died in December 1912, after 
struggling to complete his story 
which appeared in the following 
year. 

“Titanic — A Survivor’s 
Story" is published in paper- 
back by Alan Sutton of 
Gloucester and NC Press Ltd of 
Toronto (price £6.95). 


NEW PERSPECTIVE ON THE SAS 


TO MANY minds there is, perhaps, 
something a little uncomfortable 
about the creation and employment 
of such titanium-hard warriors as 
those in the SAS. 

The soldiers of the Special Air Service 
are trained to use all the nasty methods at 
hand to quickly and effectively seal the 
fate of those who have even nastier 
intentions towards Britain and its citizens. 

That at least may be the popular 
conception, and elicits opinions which 


span the gamut of responses from hero 
worship at one end of the scale to 
condemnation at the other. 

Necessary secrecy that surrounds the 
force tends to feed the misconceptions, 
among the most prevalent of which seems 
to be that the SAS must have something to 
do with every counter-terrorist operation 
from South Armagh to Cyprus. 

The truth of the matter, or at least as 
much as can be told, is presented in &4S 
Operations, a history of the Regiment by 
James D* Ladd. 


Within its pages the reader will find 
precious little speculation, the author 
dismissing such guess-work as foolish and 
prone to inaccuracy. Yet the volume 
provides a fascinating insight into this 
most shrouded of Britain’s military elites. 

While only dedicating a few pages to the 
Iranian Embassy siege, and a short chap¬ 
ter to the Ealklands War, the author strips 
away the Balaclavas to.bring us an image 
of the SAS man which has more perspec¬ 
tive than that view of a cold hunter-killer 


which has sometimes dominated percep¬ 
tions of the Regiment. 

“In matters of life and death," he 
writes," the SAS is the only Regiment in 
history which can claim with justifiable 
pride to have saved or delivered into the 
world more babies than the number of 
enemies it has killed, for the medical 
services it has provided in remote regions 
of the world far outweigh the extent of its 
lethal firepower." 

“SAS Operations” is published by 
Robert Hale, price £12,95. 


Standard 

history 

COLOURFUL history of Flags 
at Sea is given an authoritative 
airing in a softback book of that 
title by Timothy Wilson. 

The work contains much 
material which has not previ¬ 
ously been published and pro¬ 
vides a detailed guide to a 
complex subject. 

“Flags at Sea" is published by 
HMSO for the National Mari¬ 
time Museum, price £7.95. 


For Pusser's Rum Availability: Contact Michael Fogg; Morgan Furze Ltd., 
Hammarskjold Rd„ Harlow, Essex CM20 IDX; Tel: (0279) 26801. 


Blitz on 

Britain's 

wartime 


morale 

IN THE dark spring of 1941, the people of Plymouth 
laid claim to one of the grimmest distinctions of the 
Second World War, Their city was, they said, the most 
blitzed in Britain* 


At that time it was a claim 
which was hard to refute. 
The naval port had come 
under sustained attack, the 
city had been razed, thou¬ 
sands were dead or injured, 
and half the population bad 
fallen victim to the bombs or 
had fled. 

Plymouth’s agony is among 
the stories of destruction starkly 
and vividly re-told in Britain 
Under Fire *— The Bombing of 
Britain’s Cities, 194&45* 

Contrary to our collective 
memory of the Blitz, author 
Charles Whiting points to evi¬ 
dence — suppressed until long 
after the war — that the attacks 
on our cities did succeed in 
severely damaging civilian 
morale. 

Looting 

In Plymouth, for instance, 
people felt bitter and dispirited, 
writes Mr Whiting. Looting 
became widespread and vandal¬ 
ism was prevalent (one news¬ 
paper reported that a school 
had been wrecked — not by 
bombs but by children). 

Among the official reports of 
the Government agency entitled 
"Mass Observation" were these 
disturbing conclusions: 

“The civil and domestic dev¬ 
astation in Plymouth exceeds 
anything we have seen else¬ 
where * . * We had a vivid 
impression of lack of direction 
in the blitzed areas, of absence 
of planning, of confusion of 
responsibiti ty and problems. 
Actual and potential dangers of 
morale are unrealised, far less 
dealt with . . ." 

Not surprisingly that report 


and others like it were secreted 
away in the vaults of Whitehall. 
Churchill, when he visited the 
city wept at seeing the devasta¬ 
tion; and although he knew the 
truth, writes Mr Whiting, he 
told the citizens: “Your homes 
are low but your spirits are 
high." 

Desperation 

Similar damage to morale was 
experienced elsewhere — 
including Portsmouth where 
Mass Observation found that 
“looting and wanton destruction 
have reached alarming propor¬ 
tions . . . This seems another 
illustration of the lack of com¬ 
munity spirit. The effect on 
morale is bad and there is a 
general feeling of desperation." 

However, it was there that 
the only Victoria Cross of the 
Blitz was won when LS Jack 
Mantle, manning a pom-pom in 
HMS Foylebank, kept on firing 
during a Stuka attack on the 
port, although seriously 
wounded. “He fell by the gun 
he so valiantly served,” read the 
citation. 

‘We won’ 

Dispirited or not, the civilians 
came through. One survivor 
who lost her father in the First 
World War and her brother in 
the Second, is quoted by Mr 
Whiting as saying: “We won the 
war, in a way, on the Home 
Front. The men in the Army 
said they were glad to escape to 
camp. We won, we civvies, 
because we stuck together and 
stuck it out r ” 

"Britain Under Fire” is pub¬ 
lished by Century, price £12.95. 


P ROB LEMS encountered 
in alighting from a Walrus 
seaplane are demon' 
strated graphically in this 
scene captured at RN air 
station Sandbanks, Poole, 
irt May 1942. 

It is among 120 black and 
white photographs in the 
newsprint magazine Sea 
Wings which celebrates 
almost 80 years of Royal 
Naval flying. 

Produced by the Special 
Publications Department of 
The News Centre, Ports¬ 
mouth, the 32-page issue has 
eight pages of colour and a 
wealth of information* 

It includes the recollections 
of such men as former Fleet 
Air Arm officer Lieut. Bruce 
McFarlane, who in 1954 
earned the unwanted distinc¬ 
tion of becoming the first 
man to eject from an aircraft 
while under water; and of 
Capt. George Baldwin RN 
who made his first deck land¬ 
ing in a G foster Sea Gladiator 
biplane — and his last Ser¬ 
vice flight in a supersonic 
Phantom strike aircaft. 

“Sea Wings" Is available 
from newsagents at 35p. 


THE PUSSER’S NAVY WATCH 

just £49!* 
& One Free Watch 

with the purchase of two 
for £98 and two 
PUSSER’S RUM LABELS! 

*AU prices inci VAT, duty & shipping 

A watch for all occasions. Wear this watch to sea, to 
work, to play, to swim or to dive! .. 

A special Pusser’s Rum promotional offer, this truly 
unique Pussers Navy watch, an outstanding value 
on land, at sea or underwater. Powered by a sophis¬ 
ticated, ultra accurate quartz crystal analog movement 
T* driven by a tiny mercury cell which should last one 
year or more. Stainless steel construction throughout with 
14kt gold-filled trim, including the classical linked wrist band. The 
Pusser’s Navy watch is shock resistant, and waterproofed to 100- 
metres. The crystal is mineral glass which means that it will never 
scratch. Other features include a rotating elapsed time bezel and a 
date display 

The watch comes in two designs: The flag signal at the number 
positions is common to both, and spells clockwise from the 
12 o'clock position, "B” for BRITISH, “N” for NAVY, and 
T-U-S’S-E-R-S—R-U-M"! You'll note that one version has the 
White Ensign on the face, and the other the Killick’s Anchor. 
When ordering, specify which you prefer We have only a limited 
number of each, and therefore cannot guarantee your preference, but 
will try to send yon the one of your choice. 

These watches were custom designed and produced especially for us. They are of the highest 
quality, and were purchased directly by us from the factory so that we could offer this 
exceptionally low price as a means to promoting Pusser’s Rum* The watch presently sells in US* 
retail outlets for $175 (£135] and up* For this promotion, the watch can only be purchased for 
£49* if accompanied by the front label from a bottle of BRITISH NAVY PUSSER’S RUM. But 
here’s something even better: purchase two watches for £98 accompanied by two PUSSER'S RUM 
labels, and we will send you the third watch with our compliments! 


There’s a One Year Warranty on all watches, and a Pusser’s money back guarantee if you're not 
satisfied with your purchase* We suggest that you take advantage of this unique offer while it’s 
available* Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 

Send your cheque or money order to PUSSER'S 
Box 626; Road Town, Tortola; British Virgin Islands, Telephone (809j 494-2468* 


BOOKS IN BRIEF 


British Ocean Liners — A twilight era, 1960-85 

by William Miller, published by Patrick Stephens, 
price £12.95. Only 25 years ago Britain’s liner fleet 
was the largest in the world. Now, only a dozen or 
so of the 160 ships listed in this volume sail under 
the Red Ensign. Mr Miller’s work is a sad, 
affectionate directory of some of the most beautiful 
ships that have ever put to sea. 

Along the South West Way — Part I, Minehead to 
Bude by A. G* Collins, published by Tabb House, 
price £3.50. A comprehensive paperback guide, 
with maps and local history, of a section of one of 
Britain’s loveliest footpaths. 


The Quarry by Edmunds Harwood, published by 
Robert Hale, price £5.95, Former Navy officer 
Tom Broad bent turns sleuth in this whodunnit set 
in the West Country. The author was himself an 
engineer officer in the Royal Navy for more than 
30 years. 

Naval Nostalgia by Cdr. W. St. J. Ainslie RN 
(retd.), published by The Pentland Press, Edin¬ 
burgh, price £3.50. Events drawn from a life in the 
Royal Navy, beginning at Osborne College in 
1914, are packed into this booklet by Cdr. Ainslie 
who served in such ships as the Royal Yacht 
Victoria and Albert, HMS Queen Elizabeth and 
HMS Renown. 
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NAVY NEWS SWEATSHIRT 

SWEATSHIRTS (Adults only) £9 (small, medium, large, and extra large) 
ALSO AVAILABLE NAVY NEWS T-SHIRTS 
Adults’ T-SHIRTS £4 (Small, medium, large, and extra large) 
Children’s T-SHIRTS £3 (Sizes 26, 28, 30 and 32in.) 

★ Please state sizes required * 

Prices include UK postage and surface mail 
Supplies from: Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH 

Cheques, postal orders, international money orders (in £ sterling please), to accompany orders, to be made payable 

to Navy News 


JERSEY: ONE MAN'S 


fFrom Rear-Admiral D. B. Bathurst, Director-General of Naval Manpower and Training) 


•BEAUTIFUL ' 


HAWKINS 


will be in London on April 26, 
1986. The secretary is Captain 
W. T. Knox, 15 Blessmgton 
Close, London SE13. 

On many occasions as many 
as ten of the ship’s company 
have joined us, and as my 
dinners are ending there Is a 
move to form a Hawkins Asso¬ 
ciation. — G, A, French (Cap¬ 
tain, RN), Beaminster, Dorset. 
IT WAS amazing to see so 
much interest aroused about a 
ship that was in commission on 
the China Station 63 years ago. 

My father was another who 
served in HMS Hawkins in the 
early twenties, hut alas he was 
lost in M2 some years later. 

I have numerous photographs 
of the ship’s company taken in 
Japan and Shanghai, and if any 
of Dad’s old shipmates who 
served in the Hawkins would 
like to jog their memories, I 
would gladly arrange for them 
to see them. — S* E. Estcourt, 
London N7. 

REFERRING to “Hawkins 
Remembered” during a visit to 
Kure, Japan, with HMS Glory, 
1 saw the Japanese cruiser 
Yakumo lying at anchor there. 

I was told at the time that she 
was an old 1910 class “Lion” 
British ship, and a coal burner. 

Could this be the same ship 
referred to by Dr. Clayton and 
Lieut. -Cdr. John Maher? — Fat 
Davies (ex-AM(O)), Telford, 
Shropshire. 

Ship was in 
□ disguise 

IN AN excellent illustrated 
book entitled U-Boats in the 
Atlantic there are two photo¬ 
graphs of a tanker refuelling a 
group of U-boats six months 
before the United States 
entered the Second World War. 

One of the photographs 
shows a tanker with neutral 
identification marks, and the 
caption suggests that the “USS 
Prairie” was an American ship. 
Furthermore, it states that four 
American Lankers were waiting 
in the Atlantic to refuel the 
Bismarck, 

I am grateful to Commander 
F, U. Kupferschmidt, naval 
attache to the embassy of the 
Federal Republic of Germany in 
London, for establishing that 
the ”USS Prairie” was in fact 
the German supply tanker 
Nordmark, disguised as the 
Prairie. — H. M. Irwin 
(lieut.-edr. RNVR, retd.), 
N ewe a st le-U pon -Tyne. 


Long-distance 

□ runners 

ON THE subject of mileage, 
and in reference to the letter 
from Jim Watkins (December) I 
too was serving with the 17th 
Destroyer Flotilla (HMS On- 
si aught) when we were credited 
with being the first flotilla to 
steam a million miles (1943). 

Yet the book Destroyer War, 
by A. D. Divine, says that this 
feat had been accomplished by 
the nine ships of the 8th DF two 
years previously, the final 900 
miles of that million going to 
HMS Firedrake. — K, Power, 
Middleton, Manchester. 

Smashing time 

□ in Sirius 

OFTEN in Navy News we read 
of claims for records of different 
ships, past and present, but may 
I make a claim on behalf of one 
of my old. ships, namely the 
Second World War cruiser and 
Pompey’s adopted ship, HMS 
Sirius. 

She holds, I think, the record 
for the only ship which was 
never dry-docked from the time 
she was launched in September 
1940 until the day she was 
scrapped (October 1956) — a 
total of 16 years without a 
bottom scrape! 

Incidentally, when we were 
bringing the Sirius back from 
Gibraltar to the UK to reduce 
her to reserve, it was decided to 


fire a last full calibre broadside 
with the ten 5.251n. guns. 

It was most impressive, 
especially the resultant damage: 
90 per cent of the crockery 
broken, all tight bulbs smashed, 
and the captain’s day cabin 
wrecked — N. W, (Gerry) 
Gerhard, Birmingham, 

Nellie was 
Ohappy, too 

REGARDING the article about 
“Lucky Nellie” (December), 1 
served as an instructor aboard 
HMS Nelson from 1946 to 1948 
and she was certainly a happy 
ship. 

I had the honour of being the 
last seaman PO to leave her 
before we turned her over to 
the bombing party off 
Inverkeithing.— J. T. Riding, 
Nottingham, 

Parramatta 
□ survivors 

A QUESTION was asked about 
survivors from HMAS 
Parramatta in a letter from Mr. 
Ken Holder (September), 

Of the complement of 162 on 
board when she sank in the 
Mediterranean in 1941, only 24 
survived. Of these, 21 were 
picked up by ships and three 
swam ashore between Tobruk 
and Bardia and w r ere rescued by 
the 8th Army, — David M. 
Stratton, GwynneviUe 2500, 
New South Wales, Australia. 


Naval Airman Hill’s grave at 
Tromso. 


I WAS particularly interested in 
your “Hawkins Remembered” 
letters (December). 

She was a beautiful ship. 1 
have photographs of her — in 
1929 when my wife’s father, 
then Rear-Admiral M. Best, 
flew his flag in her as CS2, and 
in my own period of wartime 
command 1942-43. 

She was ultimately one of the 
bombarding force (7.5in. guns) 
at the Normandy landings, and 
ended her days as a target for 
experimental weapons. She was 
built originally in 1918 for work 
in the Baltic. 

I have had an annual reunion 
of the officers every year for 39 
years, and the 40th and final 


I THINK I can allay the concern of Mr. Shaw over the Tromso War Graves (February). In 
June, 1984, as Flag Officer Second Flotilla, I visited Tromso in HMS Glamorgan and during 
that visit we held a short memorial service in that part of the local cemetery maintained by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 

I was accompanied by Vice-Admiral Skule Storheill, of the Royal 
Norwegian Navy, who had commanded the destroyer Stord at the 
Battle of North Cape. He had shown particular interest in this 
memorial service because he was a close friend of the aircrew' from 
HMS Devonshire and knew Naval Airman W, H, Hill, who is buried 
in the cemetery. 


Puzzling 

medics 


IT WAS puzzling in the 
feature “Into action with 
the Medics" (January) to 
read the caption “while 
LMA Taff Barlow pre¬ 
pares to give covering 
fire." 

When 1 was a Second 
World War sick bay tlffy, 
l always understood that 
provided we did not 
carry or use firearms, 
and displayed our Red 
Cross arm badges, we 
were protected by the 
Geneva Convention of 
1864 If captured. 

Has observance of the 
Convention fallen into 
neglect? — K. Morris (ex- 
LSBA), Leigh, Lancs. 

• A similar letter was 
received from Ex-SBA 
Mr. Jack Fletcher, of 
Tewkesbury, Glos, 


Mr. Shaw can rest assured 
that this grave is not only 
looked after immaculately but 
also that visiting ships’ com¬ 
panies do remember all those 
who died in the Tromso area 
during the Second World War. 
— Ben Bathurst (Rear-Admiral) 
Ministry of Defence, London. 

• Rear-Admiral Bathurst 
enclosed two photographs , one 
of which is reproduced here, 
the other showing part of the 
memorial service , A letter 
sharing Mr, Shaw's concern 
was received from Ex-PO(A) 
Phot Mr. R. E. Rackham, of 
Bristol, a messmate and friend 
of Naval Airman Hitl. 

Fate of 
O Renown 

R EFERRING to the corre- 
spondence about the light 
cruiser Aurora, the last service 
of the battle-cruiser Renown 
was as training ship for the 
Chinese Nationalist crews sent 
to take over her and the Hunt 
class destroyer Mendip. 

The training and organization 


of the two crews was entirely on 
British lines down to defaulters 
and a fine brass band, and the 
Chinese sailors (mainly from the 
north of the country) were 
popular ashore in Devonport 
for their good behaviour, 
making many friends. That was 
in 1948. 

However, some months later, 
there were reports that the 
Aurora had been bombed and 
put out of action at Shanghai, 
and that the crew of the Mendip 
had deserted. 

Presumably the Chinese gun¬ 
ners mentioned by Bill Kelly 
(December) were Communists 
into whose hands the old ship 
had fallen. 

I was the supply officer of the 
Renown with the sad task of 
paying her off and de-storing. 
— A, M. Messenger (lieut.-cdr. 
RN, retd.), London SW 10. 


SAD STORY 


1 WAS very interested to 
read Mr. Jack Cole's letter 
(January) on “How Jersey 
caught it/’ 

In April 1941 I was serving 
aboard HMS Jersey when she 
was fitted with extra anti¬ 
aircraft armament at Falmouth, 
prior to sailing for the Mediter¬ 
ranean the following day. 

I was sent for by the Captain 
to be told my parents had been 
killed by a land mine explosion 
at Havant, and was granted 
seven days ^compassionate” to 
go home and bury them, and 
also attend to my brother and 
three sisters who had been 
injured and were in various 
hospitals, 

GRIM DUTY 

When my seven days had 
expired I reported to HMS 
Victory barracks (as it was 
then), and given a job as main 
gate messenger. 

That same week I found 
myself escorting to the regulat¬ 
ing office relatives who were 
inquiring the fate of husbands, 
sons and sweethearts who had 
been my shipmates just a few 
days before. —~ Son (Pompey) 
Wills (ex-ldg/sea), Sturminster 
Newton, Dorset. 

MY recollection is somewhat 
different from that of your 


correspondent Jack Cole. 

My own memory is that the 
Kelly had entered harbour, but 
the Jersey, second in line ahead, 
sank in the swept channel dose 
to the entrance to Grand Har¬ 
bour, thereby preventing the 
Kipling and Kashmir from going 
in. 

Incidentally I have often 
wondered if there were any 
survivors of the Kelly and 
Kashmir (after the later events 
off Crete) living in the Swansea 
area, I have never met any. — 
Bill Roberts, Swansea. 


I AGREE that HMS Jersey was 
sunk by a mine while entering 
Malta Harbour, and that HMS 
Kelly had already passed over 
the spot, but he is wrong in 
thinking that HMS Kipling had 
already gone in. 

The Kipling was one of two 
destroyers, 5th Flotilla, which 
had to about turn and go to 
Gibraltar until the channel was 
cleared. I believe that HMS 
Kashmir was the other ship. — 
John B. Sinclair (ex-klg.sto. 
HMS Kipling), Hebburn, Tyne 
and Wear. 


l Jmms mumr ssmnm 


ALCONBURY, HUNTINGDON. CAMBS PEI 7 SHF 
Specialists to HM anti Allied Forces and Families 
BUY A “SEAUNK” TICKET ★ SAVE 10% ON THE FARE 
★ AND A CHANCE TO * 

IJ//JLI A WEEK-END TRIP FOR 2 TO PARIS ON 
twirl "THE ORIENT EXPRESS^ 

For further information on this offer plus alf other concessions 

TELEPHONE: 0480 891435 (4 LINES) between 0830 and 1900 daily 
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New RNA 


task for 


Admiral 


NEWS from Headquarters that Admiral Sir Desmond 
Cassidi, who retired from the Royal Navy in 1985, has 
accepted the National Council’s invitation to be Deputy 
President of the Association, will be warmly welcomed 
by shipmates. 

The only previous holder 
of this office was Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma, who 
was Deputy President of the 
association from its 
formation in 1950 until his 
death in 1979. 


In his last appointment, as 
Commander-in-Chief, Naval 
Home Command, Admiral 
Cassidi (pictured left) held 
special responsibility on behalf 
of the Admiralty Board for 
liaison between the Royal Navy 
and the RNA. 

As Deputy President he will 
continue to provide the strong 
support he gave to the associa¬ 
tion in his last appointment, and 
previously as Second Sea Lord. 


The brilliant years of HMS Brilliant (1932-48), were recalled when 
former members of the ship’s company were guests on board 
the present HMS Brilliant. The visitors are seen here on the 
bridge of the Type 22 frigate during a tour of the ship. They are 
(from left): W. C. Parncutt, J. G. Walker, G. Pitman, F.Chiddle, 
Commodore John Coward (commanding officer 1981-83), A. 
Currie, Capt. Errol Turner (commanding officer 1932-34), E. H. 
Brown, D. H. Waters, C. W. Glanfield, and the present 
commanding officer, Capt. Nigel Goodwin. 


cE OYAL BjAVAL TiisSOCIATIOH 


OLD SALTS near The 
Wash will welcome the 
commissioning of Hunstan¬ 
ton — the most northerly 
branch in East Anglia. 

Shipmate Bert Hemming, 
National Council member for 
No 5 Area, presided at the com¬ 
missioning, which was also at¬ 
tended by the mayor and 
mayoress, representatives of 
Lynn, Dereham, Harlow, High 
Wycombe branches and mem¬ 
bers of the Merchant Navy. 

After the ceremony, the fol¬ 
lowing were elected officers: 
Shipmates Allan Parker (chair¬ 
man), Billie Nobes (secretaryL 
and William Matsell (treasurer). 
Members plan to meet on the 
fourth Tuesday of the month at 
the Old Hunstanton Social 
Club. New members are 
welcome. 

No II Area mourns the loss of 
Shipmate Albert Roberts, 
whose work in aid of the needy 
— particularly war veterans and 
their families — won him the 
gratitude of many. 

TWINNING 

As chairman of Dewsbury, 
Batley and Birstall, he was 
responsible for the twinning of 
the branch with the Netherlands 
town of Nijmegen — an event 
which won him many new 
friends and the award of the 
Medal of Merit, the highest 
honour of the Netherlands 
Legion of Veterans. 

The Eastcote (Ruislip) branch 
which commissioned on January 
9, meets at the Royal British 
Legion Club, Southbourne 
Gardens, Eastcote, on the 
second Sunday of the month at 
10 am to noon. Serving and ex- 
serving personnel in the area 
are invited to attend. For details 
contact Shipmate G. A. Turner, 
144 Pavilion Way, Eastcote, 
Ruislip, Middx HA4 9JP, tel. 
01-866-9804. 

During HMS Intrepid’s visit 
to Liverpool, a party of ship¬ 
mates from St Helens branch 


Hunstanton joins 
East Anglia fleet 


had a memorable day on board. 
The visitors were given a con¬ 
ducted tour of the ship followed 
by refreshments in the POs’ and 
CPOs’ Mess. 

They thank the ship for the 
welcome, and thank PO 
Galbrieth and WO Richards for 
providing a guided tour of the 
ship. 

There was a good turn out for 
the annual Stockton-on-Tees 
dinner dance, attended by 
shipmates from as far afield as 
Bletchley. The branch enter¬ 
tained members of Huddersfield 
to a games day, a trophy pre¬ 
sented by Durham for darts, 
dominoes, crib and a quiz being 
won by Stockton. 

Branch president, Rear- 
Admiral John Bell and Mrs. 
Bell, accompanied by Lieut- 
Cdr. Jim Travers, the new vice- 
president, attended Gravesend 
annual dinner. The branch will 
celebrate their golden jubilee on 
August 9 and plan lots of 
entertainment in the field 
adjoining their club. 

Shipmates of Hartlepool, as 
members of the Friends of HMS 
Warrior, are proud of the pro¬ 
gress that has been achieved in 
restoring the Navy’s iron-clad. 
They will be sorry to see the 
grand old lady depart to Ports¬ 
mouth. 

Having enjoyed success in 
helping to trace old shipmates, 
Cleethorpes now plan to extend 
the facility by setting up a naval 
research section. 

To help with this venture they 
would appreciate if reunion and 
association secretaries would 


NAVAL WALL CLOCK 

by SATICO, 3 BOOTHGATE, HOWDEN 

Guaranteed quartz movement with glass covered face and 
brass finish bezel. Hand polished hardwood base 9W' by 6" 
complete with naval crest and ship’s name 

ONLY £20 each 

INCLUDING VAT AND P & P (U.K. only) 

To order ck)ck(s) please print your name, address, number 
of clocks and ship’s name required on each. 

Send this with crossed cheque/P.O. to: 

SATICO, P.O. Box 9 

Howden, Goole, N. Humberside DN14 7HG 
★ Also Royal Marine Clock Available with RM Insignia * 


send the necessary details — 
name, address and name of ship 
— to enable a register to be 
compiled. 

As the effort is entirely volun¬ 
tary, a stamped addressed enve¬ 
lope would be appreciated, if 
writing to Shipmate N. 
Williamson, PRO Cleethorpes 


BRANCH 

NEWS 


RNA, 4 Alexandra Road, 
Cleethorpes, South 
Humberside. 

Yeovil held a successful dance 
organised by Shipmate BilL 
Tiffin and attended by 120 
shipmates and guests. Members 
also enjoyed a visit to Sher- 
bourne branch where they heard 
a talk by Shipmate Paul Hooper 
in aid of HMS Warrior. 

The branch lost one of its 
oldest members — Shipmate 


OBITUARY 


GEORGE Cross holder 
Shipmate Walter James 
(Jimmy) Ovenden died at 
his home in Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent on December 
27. 

Mr Ovenden, a member of 
Royal Tunbridge Wells 
branch, was aged 69. He 
served for 22 years in the 
Royal Navy and during^ the 
Second World War was 
bombed three times while 
serving as a petty officer in 
submarines. 

Shipmate Tom Mulligan, 
Bridlington, December 27. 

Shipmate Bill Marsden, 
Bridlington, January 1. 

Shipmate Pitney, Wakefield, 
December 4. 

Shipmate Victor C. Barrigan, 
founder member and secretary, 
Warrington. 

Shipmate Jessie Harris, oldest 
member, Helson, December 6, 
aged 94. 


Lieut.-Cdr. George Croft — 
who died on December 31. He 
had served under 19 admirals 
during his 42 years in the Navy. 

Sheffield plan to dedicate 
their standard on May 4, thanks 
to the generosity of Whitbread 
Exchange Brewery, which pro¬ 
vided the money to buy the 
standard and accessories. 

WREATH-LAYING 

The service of dedication, 
which will be combined with a 
memorial and wreath-laying 
ceremony in memory of HMS 
Sheffield, lost in the Falklands 
War, will be held in Sheffield 
Cathedral at 1500. 

A buffet reception will be 
held after the service. 

Shipmates of Edenbridge 
thank those who supported their 
charity drives in the past year. 
The effort helped to raise a total 
of £712 towards the Central 
Charities Fund, the RN and RM 
Children’s Home at Waterloo- 
ville, and local charities. 


Shipmate T. Dempsey, former 
secretary Morecambe and 
Heysham, January 6. 

Shipmate E. Butterfield, 
Morecambe and Heysham, Janu¬ 
ary 6. 

Shipmate Lieut.-Cdr. George 
Croft, oldest member, Yeovil, 
December 31, aged 93. 

Shipmate Keith Gordon, 
Blackpool and Fylde, January 11, 
aged 53. 

Shipmate H. Williams, 
Oldham, aged 59. 

Shipmate G. (Tommy) 
Cheetham, Oldham, aged 64. 

Shipmate Jacky Waters, 
Gravesend, December 1, aged 55. 

Shipmate Fred Osborne, Pur- 
ley, December 20, aged 62, 
former social secretary, treasurer, 
chairman and vice-president Royal 
British Legion, Whyteleaf. 

Shipmate Arthur Robinson, 
Skipton and District, January 9. 

Shipmate Jack Garston, secre¬ 
tary, Mid-Antrim, December 16, 
aged 57. 


At a social evening at Pem¬ 
broke House enjoyed by mem¬ 
bers of Chatham, the residents 
were awarded full membership 
of the branch, their cards and 
badges being presented by Cdr. 
D. Stoyles RNR, commanding 
officer of HMS Wildfire. 

The branch Christmas ball 
held at Wildfire was supported 
by members of Sittingbourne, 
Temple Farm-Strood and the 
Isle of Sheppey branches. 

NEW PRESIDENT 

Shipmates of Famham and 
their wives visited the RN 
Cookery School at Aldershot at 
the invitiation of Lieut-Cdr. 
Mike Bamborough, the com¬ 
manding officer, who is also a 
member of Famham branch. 

The visitors were given a 
conducted tour by Lieut. Tim 
Haley and WO Barry Bowers. 

At the inaugural meeting of 
Liskeard branch, attended by 20 
members, Capt. D. A. Middle- 
ton RN (retd.) accepted the 
invitation to become branch 
president. It is hoped to com¬ 
mission the branch in April. 
Meanwhile members meet at 
1930 on the last Thursday of the 
month at the Royal British 
Legion Club, Liskeard. All their 
“oppos” in south-east Cornwall 
are invited to join them. 


Shipmate Bill Smith, ex-RM, St 
Helens, January 9, aged 64. 

Shipmate Eric Higson, Burnley 
and Pendle, January 13, aged 61. 

Shipmate John Walton Arthur, 
January 12, Burnley and Pendle, 
aged 88. 

Shipmate Jim Clifford, Poole. 
January 3, aged 60. 

Shipmate William J. Hart, 
Hereford City, January 2, aged 86. 

Shipmate Glyn Jones, 
Deeside, January, aged 58. 

Shipmate George Wilkinson, 
Stockton-on-Tees, December 29, 
aged 64. 

Shipmate Harry F. Trotter, 

Stockton-on-Tees, January 7, 
aged 67. 

Shipmate Hugh “Jack” Cathay 
Crocker, founder member Aider- 
shot and Famham branches, ex- 
Naafi and member of HMS 
Barham Survivors’ Association, 
January 29, aged 65. 

Shipmate Thomas "Polly” 
Perkins, president City of London, 
January 19, aged 79. 


—Full ahead — 
for Belfast 

PLANS are now well ad¬ 
vanced for the 1986 Annual 
Conference in Belfast which 
promises to be an Ulster 
spectacular. 

Travel choices are proving 
generous and satisfactory, 
with considerable numbers 
of delegates and visitors tak¬ 
ing advantage of special 
offers. 

Internal transport 
arrangements are being 
made by No. 12 Area 
Organising Committee, 
chaired by shipmate Billy 
Ellis, and thanks to a sub¬ 
stantial grant from the Nor¬ 
thern Ireland Tourist Board, 
coaches for transfers, etc. 
should be available free 
throughout the week-end. 


BADGES 


Wire, Silk and 
Lapel Badges, 
Stickers, Flags and Car Badges, Club 
Ties, Tie Pins and Cuff-Links, Plaques, 
Shields, and War Medals. Crested Table 
Mats and Pocket Lighters. We offer 
comprehensive service for Crested articles 
S.A.E. for details 
KAYSONS 

19 Glencoe Ave, Ilford IG2 7AL 


Royal Sailors’ Home Club 

REUNION DINNERS — 
COACH TRIPS 

We would be delighted to quote 
for your special day. 
Enquiries to: The Manager, 
Royal Sailors’ Home Club, 
Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HS 
Tel. No: (070S) 824231 




For over 150 years this 
Society has been helping the 
Children of British Seamen 
orphaned or left in need. 
Please help the Society to 
support the 400 boys and girls 
In their charge. 
Wherever possible, financial 
support is given to widows 
throughout the country so they 
may keep their children at 
home. Residential homes in 
various parts for lonely aged 
seafarers or their widows. 

Donations gladly received. 

THE SAILORS’ 
CHILDREN’S 
SOCIETY 

NEWLAND, HULL 

Patron: Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth 

The Queen Mother 
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ACCOMMODATION AND MISCELLANEOUS 


Carton House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour 
TV, fridge, cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend 
OCTOBER 1 1985 UNTIL MAY 23 1986 
Minimum 2 persons or charge for 

One night .£6.50 

Charge T Weekly.£25.00 

per > Monday p.m. to Friday a.m.£12.50 

person J Friday p.m. to Monday a.m.£12.50 

Extra night(s).£5.00 

Own bathroom and toilet, if available, extra. Other prices on application 
S.A.E. please giving dates and numbers 
CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA PORTSMOUTH 733581 


Cleveland Court Tjotel 

Licensed 

16 Clarence Parade, Southsea 

All rooms have colour T.V. and tea/coffee making facilities 
The majority with bathroom en-sulte 

Double, twin and family rooms £8.50 per person Vz price children VAT included 

10% discount for all RN, RM and families 
Seafront position close to all amenities Own key — No restrictions 
Barclaycard and Access cards accepted 

Ring FREDA on PORTSMOUTH 826708 


l\opal Jflrrt Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 0752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit on 
each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 

ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members who 
may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very competi¬ 
tive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Receptions, 
Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 




55 Clarence Parade Southsea 
P05 2HX Portsmouth 0705 821815 

Car park, licensed bar, AA and RAC 
listed. Double and family rooms with 
toilet and shower en suite, colour TV and 
tea-making facilities. Excellent position 
for seafront and entertainments. 
Jean and Edward Fry 


TORPOINT, CORNWALL 

Telephone Plymouth (0752) 814414 

Kenian Guest House 

70 Wellington Street 
Close to Naval Establishments 
Cheap rates, evening meal optional, h&c 
in all rooms. Tea making facilities 
TV lounge Full fire certificate 


PLYMOUTH 

Always a Warm welcome at 

THE KILDARE 

82 North Road East 

Telephone Plymouth (0752) 29375 

AA APPROVED 

Comfortable, attractive, well appointed 
rooms (single, double, twin or family) with 
king-size English breakfast, at very 
reasonable rates 

Tea and coffee making facilities in 
all rooms 
COLOUR TV. 

FULL CENTRAL HEATING 
Very oonvemently situated for Railway 
Station, City Centre, and within easy 
reach of the Naval Establishments 


TheDolphinsHotel 


WELCOMES THE 
ROYAL NAVY 
10*11 Western Parade, Southsea 
Hampshire, England P05 3JF 
(0705) 820833/830717/823823 

Bar and Restaurant 



Timperley -Weymouth 

Guest House 

141 Dorchester Road 

10 minutes sea front, open all year 
all amenities, full central heating 
B.B., Evening Meal, Licensed Bar 
Own keys. TV lounge, Car Parking 

Telephone 0305-783064 


HELENA COURT 

Self Catering 
Holiday Flatlets 

Attractive double and single flatlets 
(separate kitchens); TV, hot water, 
electricity inclusive in terms 
Winter months at low rates 
Reservations now available 
Canoe Lake area 
Telephone Portsmouth 732116 
Prop: R. Reeves 
3, Helena Road, Southsea 

(Stamped envelope for reply ploaso) 


“PLYMOUTH” 
HOTSPUR GUEST HOUSE 

LICENSED 

Open all year, dose rail, coach and city 
centre. Central heating, optional evening 
meal, own keys. No restrictions. 

Telephone Brian and Jean 
on 0752-663928 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts 
Hooded Tops, Ties 
Embroidered 
Sweaters and 
Sew-on Badges 
Pennants, Singlets 
Hats, Scarves 
Sports Bags and Holdalls 

For brochure and price list contact: 


A S PROMOTIONS 

Room 35. 555 Lea Bridge Road 
London E10 7EQ Tel: 01-556 4810 



f I 


I 


T-SHIRTS 

& 

SWEATSHIRTS 

Printed to your own design. 
(Min qty 20). Top quolity 
shirts. Fast efficient service. 
For details contact 

SPRINTPRINT 

15/16 Cambria Bridge Road. 
Swindon SN1 5LH.Wiltshire 
Tel (0793 >695766 


3 


CUNNINGHAM 


NAME TAPES 

White or Drab 
Embroidered Tapes 
(in sets of six) 

ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED 
S.A.E. for Price List 
Lancashire Pleating Co. Ltd. 
Lees Road 

Kirkby Industrial Estate 
Liverpool L33 75A 
Telephone 051-546 5161 / 2 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

30 Hampshire Terrace - Portsmouth POI 2PF 

Close to H.M. Dockyard and Barracks, Portsmouth railway and bus 
stations. Well appointed rooms with double glazing, full centred heating, H & 
C handbasins, electric fires, fitted carpets, modem divan beds. Colour 
television lounge, own keys, car park. No restrictions. Full English 
breakfast. 

Single rooms with breakfast...from £8.00 

Double rooms with breakfast.from £15.00 

Double with private shower.from £16.00 

Telephone Portsmouth 823522 


THE HOMELEA HOTEL 

18-28 Worthing Road - Southsea 
The Friendly Hotel 


Family run 70 bedroom hotel with prices and quality to suit your taste and your pocket. 
Bed with English breakfast from only £7 per person. Room with colour TV, radio, 
telephone, teamaking, free room heater and shower, etc., only £9 p.p. Garages and 
cn-suite rooms available 

The Hotel has 2 Bars — Pool — Video — Colour TV Lounge 
2 Restaurants — Seminar Room — Solarium 
Good food and atmosphere 

CHRISTMAS FUNCTIONS AND WEDDING RECEPTIONS OUR SPECIALITY 
“You’ve tried the rest, now try the Best” 

Telephone Portsmouth 826506 


PLYMOUTH 

THE DENVER HOTEL 
112a North Road East 
Plymouth PL4 6AW 

Friendly, family-run hotel offering bed 
and breakfast and optional evening 
meal. Open all year round Own key. 2 
minutes from station and city centre 

TELEPHONE 0752-660687 


BRIONA GUEST HOUSE 

Residential Drinks Licence 
H & C and central heating in all 
bed rooms. Comfortable bar lounge and 
CTV lounge. Close seafront. Naval 
Base. Special low weekly rates for RN, 
RNA and families, children welcome. 

Janet Smith, 16 Herbert Road 
Southsea, PQ4 OQA 
Portsmouth <0705) 814030 


PORTSMOUTH 

The Norfolk Hotel 
25 Granada Road, Southsea, 
Hants, P04 ORD. (0705) 824162 

Single, double and family rooms 
(2 rooms with 4-poster bed) 
Early breakfast available 
Resident Proprietor: Mrs Holloway 


THE ELMS 

16 St James Road Torpoint, Cornwall 
Telephone Plymouth 812612 

Beautiful Georgian Hotel close to Naval 
Establishments, beaches, golf course. 
B.B. Licensed bar and restaurant. TV 
lounge, car park. H.C. C.H. Tea making 
facilities, 2 minutes from ferry, 15 
Plymouth. ‘Pets are welcome’ 

Full Fire Certificate 


LONDON 

Central to the West End and main 
line stations 

DEVON HOUSE HOTEL 
56 Cartwright Gardens, WC1 
Telephone 01-387 1719 

Single £16. Double £26 including 
VAT and cooked breakfast 


PLYMOUTH 

DEVA HOUSE 

16, Radford Road, West Hoe 

Comfortable Guest House near 
Hoe and all amenities 
Families welcome. Open all year 
Reasonable rates 

Telephone 0752-662999 



SWORDS 

SENT BY 
ROYAL MAIL 

£195 

LAST OF BATCH 

(Belt £68) 
(Knot £48) 


TELEPHONE 

OR 

WRITE FOR 
DETAILS 


NEW COLLECTORS LIST 

CAP TALLIES, 

BRITISH + GERMAN 

(EG. Hood, Valiant, Barham, Cossack, 
Prinz Eugen, Schamhorst, Graf Spee etc.) 

BLAZER BADGES, ENGINE ROOM 
MECHANICIAN TIFFY, GUNNERY 

(Special HMS Vanguard blazer badge) 
GERMAN NAZI BADGES, 
AWARDS etc. 

Large S.A.E. or International 
Postal coupon to: 

MORLEY WESCOMB 

MILITARIA, GOVT SURPLUS 
NAVAL SWORDS AND REGALIA 

28 CHURCH STREET 
MEVAGISSEY 
CORNWALL PL26 6SP 
Telephone (0726/ 842634) 


ASTOR HOUSE B.&B. HOTEL 

(A.A. Listed) 

4 St Andrews Road, Southsea, Portsmouth 

5 mins, from Dock Gates on No. 17 bus 
H.C., C.H., T.V. & Coffee / Tea making 

facilities in all bedrooms 
No restrictions, own front door key 
Full English breakfast 
Single £8.00; Double £15.00 No extra charges 
Hotel luxury at Guest House prices 
Phone Portsmouth 755171 


ALOUETTE HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

Self catering, week-end or short stay holidays available in 
fully equipped apartments 

Own colour TV, cooker, fridge, etc., all bedding provided 
3 minutes sea and shops 

Friday to Monday £12.50 per person 
Monday to Friday £12.50 per person 

Weekly terms on application Minimum charge 2 persons 

&A.E. please giving JOHN RALFE 

dale, end number. 50i Lindley Avenue, Southsea P04 9NU 

Telephone Portsmouth (0705) 832132 


BUYING 

ABROAD? 

Send for information from carefully 
selected Real Estate Agents and 
have the opportunity to meet 
retired servicemen in residence 
before making any decisions. 

Martin Monk, 

Murlvance House, 
Shrewsbury, 

Shropshire , SY1 1JW 
Telephone 0743 64108 
Evenings 0743 65493 


NAVAL TOUK TO GERMANY. Visit 
historic and modern sites, eleven days 
in August. Free brochure and news¬ 
letter from independent group. 
Germania, 78 Bamfield Crescent, Tel¬ 
ford, Shropshire TF1 2EX. Telephone 
evenings 0952 56867. 

CHRISTIAN SINGLES. Friendship 
contacts. Social events. Fellowship 
groups. Nationwide. Weekend house- 
parties. Holidays — Lakeland, Devon, 
Scottish Highlands, Switzerland, Holy 
Land. Sincere males specially wel¬ 
comed. Christian Friendship Fellow¬ 
ship. Dcpt/J57, Edenthorpe, 
Doncaster. 

MALTA, MELLIEH A. Luxury 
2-bedroom flats to let. Sleeps 4-5, one 
mile from the best beach in Malta and 
close to local amenities. Flights can be 
arranged. Winter rates. — Telephone 
01-567 5824. 

PLYMOUTH THE HOE — 

“Penshurst,” 20 Grand Parade, Grand 
Edwardian Guest House. Seafront 
position. Views over Plymouth Sound 
and shipping channel. Bed & Break¬ 
fast, optional evening meal. Informal 
atmosphere, ring Bob & Alison — 
Plymouth 665274. 

TORPOINT, CORNWALL. Self¬ 
catering cottages / flats, 1 to 3 bed¬ 
rooms, 4 miles, HMS RALEIGH, 6 
miles Devonport. Colour TV, fresh 
linen, CH inclusive. Old Rectory, 
Sheviock, Torpoint, Cornwall PL11 
3EH (0503) 30264. 

FLORIDA HOLIDAY HOME. Sleeps 
six, private pool, all services included. 
Ideal for your gratuity holiday or ship 
in Florida. £200 incl. 0329 235230, 21 
Cams Hill, Fareham, Hants. P016 
RBK. 


rum lif* of 


£*» BEAUFORT HOTEL _ 

71 Festing Road, Southsea, Hants, P04 0NQ 

Where you are assured of warm, comfortable rooms with radio and intercom 

BED AND BREAKFAST FROM £9 NIGHTLY PLUS VAT 

Double, twin and family rooms available with own shower cubicle 
Reductions for children sharing parents’ room 
Mid-week bookings accepted Centrally heated rooms 
Buses stop outside Hotel for H.M. Dockyard, H.M.S. Vernon, main rail and coach 
stations One minute seafront and night life of Southsea. Adjacent Canoe Lake. 

Car park. Own keys. No restrictions. En Suite bathrooms available. 

Reservations — Portsmouth 823707 

VJsa/Access Cards accepted 



for 





The new CHINA FLEET CLUB — 
ROYAL NAVY — HONG KONG. 

Without doubt the most modern 
and comprehensive Royal Navy 
club in the world. 

All serving and ex RN/RM/WRNS/ 
QARRNS ratings throughout the 
world are eligible to use the club. 
Room rates are very competitive. 
Each room (38 in number) of first 
class hotel quality, contains twin 
beds, en-suite bathroom, TV, and 
telephone. 

Your local travel agent should be 
consulted regarding air fares. 

For further information please 
contact Phil Baldwin, General 
Manager, China Fleet Club Royal 
Navy, c/o HMS TAMAR BFPO 1 


ROYAL SAILORS’ HOME CLUB 

Looking for Accommodation 
Where to hold your wedding reception / disco 
What about a reunion dinner 
Organising a ship’s company dance or a mess dinner 
Where to hold your christening party 

The Home Club has first-class facilities to accommodate the 
largest family (including aunts and uncles, grandma, etc) as 
well as offering an excellent venue for functions 
(catering from 10 to 500). 

Your custom and support enables us to give 
excellent value in all sections 
Enquiries to: The Manager, Royal Sailors’ Home Club 
Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HS. Telephone Number: (0705) 824231 


HOTEL FOR THE ROYAL NAVY 

WEYMOUTH - DORSET DT4 7SR 
Inquiries to Resident Manager Dept. NN 
FOR SERVING AND EX-R.N., R.M., W.R.N.S. 
AND FAMILIES 

Ample car parking. Full central heating 
TV lounge. Residents’ bar 

Telephone 0305 784108 


PLYMOUTH 

CHESTER GUEST HOUSE 

54 STUART ROAD 
Plymouth (0752) 663706 

AA and RAC Listed 
Very close rail, city centre, naval 
establishments, also on bus route 
HMS Raleigh. Central heating, H&C, 
colour TV lounge. Private parking. 
Licensed. Evening meal optional 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE, 
SOUTHSEA 

Licensed 

Welcomes all Naval personnel and their 
families 

All rooms bright and modem 
No restrictions, own key 
Colour TV in all rooms - Central heating 
Seafront position, near all main shops 
Discount allowed for all Service 
personnel and families 

TELEPHONE 
PORTSMOUTH 821785 

— "" L. J 


WEYMOUTH 

THE LOMOND 

54 Abbotsbury Road 

B.B. / Evening Meal 

OPEN ALL YEAR 

RN, EX-RN & RNA 
ALL WELCOMED 

LICENSED 

Telephone 

Maureen and Dave Perrin on 

0305 771990 


WEYMOUTH 

(Seafront). Lcensed 2-star hotel. All 
rooms with colour TV, telephone, 
teamakers and private bathrooms. 

2 nights B/B/ED from £40. 

Brochure from Hotel Rex, 29 
Esplanade, Weymouth, Dorset. 
Telephone 0305 773485 


GENUINE. 

EX-GOVERNMENT 

SURPLUS 

Unrepeatable Offers! 

RAINCOATS. Ex-Naval superior quality 
all wool navy blue gaberdine raincoats, 
fully lined. As new condition £14.25 + 
£1.75 P & P. Sizes 32C to 44 Chest State 
chest and height 

Ex-Naval, white oil-wool roll-ncck 
sweaters. Sizes 34-42 chest. £12.50 & 
sound + £1.50 p.p. 

Ex-Naval new foul-weather black PVC / 
oilskin overtrousers. Sizes 32-46 chest, 
with attached braces. £8.50 + p.p. £1.50 
Ex-Naval foul-weather black long PVC I 
oilskin coats. Sizes 32-46 chest. £10 + £2 p.p. 
Above articles are for outside winter 
weather, strong, and 100% waterproof 
ASIILEIG1I GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 
51 Portland Street, Fareham, Hants 
FAREHAM 280140 


The Top Quality range 
of personalised printed shirts 


T-SHIRTS ^SWEATSHIRTS 


for Pubs Clubs Firms 
Schools 

T-Shirts 

Ootrbtc stitched 
M>.vm 

Sweat Shirts 

Crew, Vcc Neck. 

Hooded & Jog Suits 

Sports Shirts | 

Other Products 

Ties. Hats. Lighter s. 

Stickers. Metal & 

Sew-on Fabric Badges, 

Aprons. Tea Towels 
& Tote Bags 

FREEDESIGN 
SERVICE 

MINIMUM 
0RDER-0NLY12 


Please send me your pft££ colour brochure 
& details of your shirt voucher 
Name 




-facjiodt 


otv<NN2 


Interprint 


Dept NN2 Dale Street, Craven Arms 
Shropshire SY7 9NY. 

Tel. Craven Arms (05882) 

2703 & 2502. 



























































































































PROPERTY, REMOVALS AND MISCELLANEOUS 




IVAILJ 5ELL AND 

LET PROPERTIES IN 
THIS AREA 


MANAGEMENT 
AND LETTING OF 
FURNISHED HOUSES 
UNDERTAKEN 


» Navai Bases I va ' 1 Q'^ces 

CALL IN 


OR PHONE FOR OUR MONTHLY PROPERTY GUIDE 


192 West Street, Fareham 286441 
226 London Road, Watertoovllle 254321 
4 High Street, Gosport 586811 
175 High Street, Lee-on-Solent 550794 
131 London Road, Portsmouth 693331 


Whiteheads 

A Member of Martlet Property Services pic. 


All at sea with your Property problems? 


... then Whiteheads may smooth your passage. 

Besidential, Agricultural 6> Commercial Property Services 

Portsmouth (0705) 6688X1 Southsea (0705) 880701 

Lee-on-the-Solent (070B) 550113 
Gosport (0705) 587821 Fareham (0329) 285555 

also at Bitterne Havant and Hayling Island Lyndhurst 
_ Park Gate Southampton Tqtton Waterloo ville 

Over 40 offices in the Sonth 


JANE SCOTT, for genuine friends. 
Introductions opposite sex with 
sincerity and thoughtfulness. Details 
FREE. Stamp to Jane Scott, 3 NAVY 
North Street Quadrant, Brighton 
Sussex. 

REGIMENTAL, Ties, Blazer Badges, 
Cuff Links, Buttons, Medals, Cap 
Badges, Military Prints, Militaria, sae 
for free list. Caimcross (Dept. NN), 
31, Bellevue Street, Filey, North 
Yorkshire. 

DATELINE’S psychologically accurate 
introductions lead to pleasant friend¬ 
ships, spontaneous affairs and firm and 
lasting relationships including mar¬ 
riage. All ages, all areas. Free details: 
Dateline Computer Dating, Dept. 
Q10, 23 Abingdon Road, London W8. 
Telephone: 01-938 1011. 

SHIPS PAINTED in oils from your 
photographs. For details apply Les 
Gould, 41 Crabtree Lane, Sutton- 
on-Sea, Lines, LN12 2RT. Telephone 
(0521) 41351. 

WAR MEDALS, full size and minia 
ture, supplied mounted ready for 
wear. Blazer badges in wire or silk 
embroidered. Ties in striped or 
crested. Hand painted wall plaques to 
ship’s badges. Please state interests for 
lists, post free, from Regimental Sup 
plies. P.O. Box 812 London SE1 9RZ. 
Telephone 01-403 3983. 

SUPERB MODELS OF MERCHANT 
SHIPS AND WARSHIPS IN ALL 
SCALES FROM 100ft to 1 inch to 
Vath and l/16th scales. l/16th scale 
‘BATTLE’ Destroyer immediately 
available. Navy News Box No. 628. 

KATHY — Irish lady divorced, no 
children, nursing in Midlands — 48 
years old. Wishes to correspond with 
attractive Navy or ex-naval gentleman 
40-50 years. Navy News Box No. 871. 

DIVORCED attractive educated lady 
(32), no children, good career, slim, 
blonde, blue eyes, 5ft 4in, seeks 
sincere, homely Naval officer for last¬ 
ing relationship, view marriage. Hob| 
bies; sport, travelling. Navy News Box 
No. 872. 


SHEFFIELD MADE 

PEWTER 

TANKARDS 

Pint-sized engraved with your ship 
or squadron crest. 
Minimum order 6 Tankards 
£5.95 each plus VAT 
Send design with order to: 

A. E. ELLIS & CO. LTD. 
MIDLAND WORKS 
16-20 SIDNEY STREET 
SHEFFIELD SI 4RH 0742-22703 


FOR SALE or LEASE 

Very profitable electrical sales, service, 
spares shop specialising in repairing 
domestic appliances, near Dockyard, 
with valuable franchises and D.o.E. 
contracts, suitable retiring naval person 
with electrical mechanical experience. 
Excellent audited accounts. Training given. 

Contact AJW Developments 
12 Queens Road, Upson, Plymouth 


MINIATURE MEDALS 

Return of Post Service 

Example of Prices:— 
DSC/MC/DSM: £8; OBE/MBE/BEM: £6; 
MSM: £5; LS & GC: £4.SO;Coronation/ 
Jubilee Medal: £5; UN Cyprus: £4; 
S/Atlantic + rosette: £3.75; GSM/CSM 
with clasp: £4.50; Second War Stars: 
£1.50 each; Defence/War Medals: £2.75 
each. Miniature Mounting Bars for D.I.Y. 
Mounting: 1 Medal 40p, 2—50p, 3—55p, 
4—65p, 5—75p and 6—85p. 

plus I 5% V.A.T. (UK customers) 
and SOp Postage. 


* 7-day medal mounting service for 
full-size and miniatures in both 
‘ordinary’ and ‘court’ style. 


• Full-size medals supplied. 

• Wire Blazer Badges • Mess Kit Badges 

• Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting 
bars, ribbon bars, etc. 


Send for comprehensive Catalogue to the 
Medal Specialists:- 

MINIATURE MEDALS (NN) 

30, COVENTRY ROAD, 

BURBAGE, LEICESTERSHIRE. 

LEI0 2HP. Telephone: (0455) 39262. 


LET US RUN UP 
YOUR COLOURS 


Wear it with pride! We ll run up 
your design using as many as 5 
colours ot thread embroidered on 
luxurious Scottish lambswool 
sweaters. Sizes 36" to 46" in all 
the most popular shades. No 
hidden costs — and at these 
prices, why not order extras for 
wives, girlfriends, even mum 
& dad! 

♦ VAT exempt price tor B F P O customers 



Portkil Bay, Kilcreggan 
Dunbartonshire 

Tel: Kilcreggan 
(0436 84) 2581 
Telex: 8813271G 



BLAZER BADGES 

WIRE OR SILK — ANY DESIGN 
CLUB TIES 
WOVEN OR PRINTED 



WALL PLAQUES 

PRICES FROM £11.20. Discount on 6 and over 
PACKING AND POSTAGE TO UK 50p EXTRA 

MINIATURE MEDALS 

SEND FOR QUOTE 

CAP TALLIES 

SEND S.A.E. FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE 

GREENBURGH Emblems 

PO Box 17, HIGH STREET, GOSPORT, HANTS. Telephone (0705) 581804 



TTTTTTHT 


DRIVE LIMITED 


NOVAS — FIESTAS — ESCORTS 
SIERRAS — CAVALIERS 
NEW ASTRAS — SIERRA ESTATES 

WINTER RATES FROM 


3 DAYS 

600 FREE MILES 

WEEKLY 

UNLIMITED MILEAGE 

£16 

£40 


PORTSMOUTH: 170 London Road. Telephone 696215 and 663547 
PORTSMOUTH: Burrfields Road. Telephone 662103 and 660883 
GOSPORT: 100 yards from Ferry. Telephone 586364 and 525325 
Radios in all cars. AA cover included Insurance and VAT extra 




MADDOCKS & DICK LTD. 

EUROPE’S LEADING SPECIALISTS OF 
Company, Sport, Social Clubs, School and Old Boys 

HAVE YOU GOT A CLUB TIE?, 

★ Jacquard woven tie In finest teryiene 

★ Woven striped ties, regimental or club colours, any colour combination 

★ Sllkscreen printed ties of a superb quality and definition with or without 
stripes with full colour motif 

★ If you haven’t a design our Art Department will oblige free of charge and 
submit sample ties, etc., without any obligation 

★ Pure Scottish wool embroidered pullovers 

★ Gold and Silver wire or silk badges. Also ladies’ squares and scarves 

Sandeman House 

13 High Street, Royal Mile, Edinburgh EH1 1SR 
Telephone 031-556 6012 (4 lines) Established 1949 


Inn Flights 

Your Ship's Crest or Personal Logo on 
Top Quality Dart Flights 

Assorted colours. Printed on all 
four sides. Supplied on card 
for display in bar or club. 

50p per set for 50 Sets 
60p per set for 25 Sets 

o (Minimum order) 

Send copy of crest P | ease add 50p p&p 

or logo (any size) 
with cheque or P.O. to 
Inn Flights U.K., P.O. Box 33 
Weymouth, Dorset. DT4 8YD 
Tel: 0305 - 812592 (24 hours). Allow 28 days for delivery. 
Matching coasters, book matches etc. available. Please 
write or telephone for details. 





ZIPPO LIGHTERS 

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH YOUR SHIP’S CREST 

THE ORIGINAL PETROL 
WINDPROOF LIGHTERS 

GUARANTEED FOR LIFE OR 
REPAIRED FREE OF 
CHARGE 

DELIVERED DUTY PAID UK 
OR DUTY-FREE OVERSEAS 

MINIMUM ENGRAVED ORDER 

50 

Also available, lighters with 
White Ensign, RNA Crest, 
Coastguard Crest — no 
minimum order requirement 
For full details complete the coupon below and send to: 



W. A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD 
36 HERTFORD STREET, LONDON W1 

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters 
engraved with my ship's crest 

NAME . 

ADDRESS . 


A HOUSEHOLD WORD 
FOR REMQ\ALS 

We've been moving the Navy for years - 
around the U K. and across the World. 
And apart from the regular European road 
removals. Curtiss also offer packing, 
shipping and palletised container storage. 

So for a complete service, contact the 
household word for removals— Curtiss. 

Curtiss & Sons Ltd., 63 Marmion Road 
Portsmouth (0705) 821515 

and 

Waterloo Close, Stonehouse 
Plymouth (0752) 263072 

Branches throughout England, Scotland 
and Channel Islands 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wood base 6" x 7 " 

£13.00 + 50p UK postage 

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 75) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C. H MUNDAY LTD. 

Oxford House, 8 St John’s Road 
St John’s, Woking, Surrey 
Telephone 04862-71588 



ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS 
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS 

Engraved Badge/Crest. Minimum order 10 
Discount on 20 or over 
Goblets from £5.75 
Tankards from £6.40 plus VAT 
Post paid on orders over 20 - Please send badge with order 

R & B INCON LTD. 

LYDGATE HOUSE, 9 LYDGATE LANE 
SHEFFIELD S10 5FJ. Telephone 0742 685911 



.i 

dl 



r PRESENTATION CALLS (Regulation Pattern) 
make really great GIFTS or AWARDS J 

Ex Pf? l y ENGRAVED with Name, Rank & Number or a message to a 

girlfriend, etc. In presentation box with matching 50in. neck-chain, 
historical notes, and a guide to piping. 

22ct. Gold-Plated Call £13.75 Silver-Plated Call £10 95 

Polished Brass & Copper Call £7.25 Nickel-Plated Call £7.45 

Engraving 80p per Hne of up to 18 letters and spaces (capitals count as 2) Maxi¬ 
mum 4 lines (2 each side). Add 60p postage, etc. We aim at retum-of-post ser¬ 
vice. Wc also manufacture unengraved Regulation “naval issue’’ Calk at £4 95 
and standard chains at £1.95. Postage 50p. Special discounts for R.N. Associa¬ 
tions, Cadet Units, Sea-Scout Troops and clubs on application. 

Dept. NN, 121 High Stmt 
Sheppertoo-oo-Thames, Middlesex, 
Tefepboae 0932 244396 



SPECIALIST EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS 

★ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
★ASSOC. OF WRENS 
★SEA CADET CORPS 
★H.M. COASTGUARD & 
AUXILIARY 
★R.N.X.S. 

★ROYAL MARINES 
★ROYAL NAVY SUBMARINE 
SERVICE 

★SUBMARINE O.C.A. 

★FLEET AIR ARM 
★COASTAL FORCES VETERANS 
ASSOC. 

★ROYAL NAVY ENSIGN 

Above emblems available in singles or in 
multiples with branch name to bona-fide 
members or your own ship, association, 
etc., emblem on a variety of garments 

LYNNIAN DEPT. NN4 Telephone Nottm. 

HOOTON ST. NOTTM. NG3 2NJ (0602) 501670/585382 
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EDUCATION 


MOYLES COURT SCHOOL 

RINGWOOD - HAMPSHIRE 

A co-educational I.A.P.S. School'for children aged 3-12 with boarding 
facilities from the age of 6. Situated on the edge of the New Forest with 
lovely grounds, the fine 17th Century house offers a warm and friendly 
atmosphere. Modem teaching block offers facilities for small classes with 
individual tuition and use of computers, art room and science laboratory. 
TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
Escorted travel to London and Heathrow 
Further information and illustrated prospectus available from 
the Headmistress. Telephone Rlngwood 2856/3197 


NEWLANDS SCHOOL 

Seaford, East Sussex 
Telephone (0323) 892334 

CO-EDUCATION 

Newlands was opened in 1814 and, since its foundation, the Headmasters 
have all been members of one family. There are 250 boarders and day 
children aged 7-13%. The boarders sleep in the main building and are 
supervised by the Headmaster, his wife, and four Matrons, one of whom is 
a trained nurse. The school is surrounded by 15 acres of land, of which 12 
acres is set aside as playing fields. The grounds include an all-weather 
football pitch incorporating 3 hard tennis courts and basketball court. There 
is a large indoor rifle shooting range, carpentry workshop, Home 
Economics room, and the Music Centre covers the tuition of a wide range 
of instruments. Association football, rugby, hockey, cricket, athletics, netball 
and tennis are the principal organised sports. Boys and girls are prepared 
for the Common Entrance and Scholarship Examinations to ail Public 
Schools and to Newlands Manor, our own Senior School. Newlands 
undertakes the responsibility for all travel to and from the School, visa 
applications and transport to Heathrow and Gatwick (only one hour from 
the School). We also arrange for families known to us to welcome children 
for half terms in cases where relatives or guardians are not available. 

In addition to the Service Grants, a further generous reduction in 
boarding fees is given. 

Prospectus and further information from the Headmaster. 


The Blue Coat School 


Excellent location and facilities 
Preparation for Grammar and Public 
Schools. 

Escorts arranged to meet children 
travelling by rail and air 



BIRMINGHAM 

A Boarding and Day 
Preparatory School for 
boys and girls from 7 to 
14 years 

For details of entry tests and 
prospectus please telephone 
021-454 1425 
or write to: 

The Headmaster, 

The Blue Coat School, 
Ha r bo me 

Birmingham B17 OHR. 


CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL 

Yeovil, Somerset. Telephone (0935) 850555 
Co-ed (Age range 11-18) 100 + pupils Established 25 years 

GIVE YOUR CHILDREN ALL THE BENEFITS OF A BOARDING 
SCHOOL AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD 
Continuity in schooling. Happy “family” atmosphere in beautiful country. 
Keep brothers and sisters together. Highly qualified staff. Small classes and 
up-to-date labs. Self-discipline, good manners and self-confidence. 20 acres 


Accredited by ISJC 


INDEFATIGABLE 

BOARDING SCHOOL FOR BOYS 

Beautifully located in 28 acres on the shores 
of the Menai Straits, Indefatigable is uniquely 
situated to provide an excellent education for boys 
together with the development of their character 
and self-reliance. Many proceed to the Services. 

• Modest fees maintained in line 
with the Services Boarding 
School Allowance 

• There are some bursaries 
available to help with fees 

• Boys wear Naval uniform which 
is provided 

• One, two or three year courses 
to G.C.E. 'O' level and C.S.E. 

• Wide range of outdoor activities 
including mountain walking, 
orienteering, canoeing, rowing 
and sailing plus usual games. 


Further details can be obtained from: 

Captain Headmaster, 
Indefatigable School, 

Plas Llanfair, Llanfairpwll, 
Gwynedd. LL61 6NT. 
Telephone: 0248 714338 

Founded 1864 Patron H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh. 
In receipt of a grant from the Welsh Office 



SCHOOL OF ST CLARE 
Penzance TR18 4JR 

A Girls’ School of the Woodard Corporation 

Girls aged 5-18 (boarders accepted from 8) 

Excellent O-Level and CSE results. Small tutorial groups available 
for A-Levels. Secretarial courses, provision for Drama, Music and 
Dancing. 

The School is set in beautiful grounds and provides opportunity 
for games, swimming and athletics. 

Girls with parents overseas welcome. 

Weekly boarding possible for children from RNAS Culdrose. 
10% reduction in fees for children of Service personnel. 
Prospectus from the Headmaster, Ian Halford, M.A. 

PENZANCE 63271 


EXETER CATHEDRAL 
SCHOOL 

Set in the tranquil Cathedral Close it is a Preparatory School for 
boys 7-13 years, both day and boarding (weekly boarding 
welcomed). 

Full curriculum, sports programme and music (choral and 
instrumental) tuition. Within easy reach of RM Lympstone and 
RN Devonport and Plymouth. 

For further details, write to: 

The Head Master 

Hail House, 15 The Close, Exeter EX1 1EZ 
or telephone 0392-55298 



ST JOHN’S PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

Alton Castle, Alton, Stoke-on-Trent, ST10 4AH 
Catholic Preparatory School 

Founded 1898 

I.A.P.S. boarding and Day School for Boys and Girls aged 7-13 years, conducted by the 
sisters of Mercy, assisted by a fully qualified Male and Female staff. 

Pupils are prepared for Common Entrance and Scholarship Level Entrance to Public 
Schools. 

Family atmosphere, excellent academic record, music, art, computer studies and good 
record in all sporting activities. Orchestral Music and Drama are also a very strong fea¬ 
ture of the School. The School has its own Chapel, and heated outdoor swimming pool. 
No official Half Term. 

Pupils are escorted to all main Stations and Airports. 

Also Pre-prep and Nursery Section aged 4-7 years. — Scholarships, Bursaries. 
Contact: The Headmistress 

Telephone Oakamoor (0538) 702397 



LINDISFARNE 
COLLEGE 

Independent Boarding 
and Day School 

Headmaster: L. Hoy Jones 
JP, BA. (Hons), FRGS 
in membership of Society of 
Headmasters of Independent Schools 

The College is situated in a historic residence set in 150 acres of parkland 
and playing fields in the scenic English-Welsh border country. Within 1% 
hours travel from Birmingham and Manchester airports. A coach travels to 
and from London, via Luton Airport, at the beginning and end of each term. 
Escorts arranged if required. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL: Age 7-12 years 
One girls’ and one boys’ House. 

Pupils are given a thorough grounding in language and numeracy skills 
SENIOR SCHOOL: Age 13-18 years 

One girls’ House two boys’ Houses. One Sixth Form House. Tutorial system 
Pupils are offered courses according to their abilities, aiming for success in GCE 
O- and A-levels (GCSE in 1988) and university entrance. 

★ Special support is given to those with learning difficulties. CSE is taken. 

★ Open Day 17th March, 1986. Scholarship Examination 15th April 1986. 

★ Canoeing, outward bound pursuits, ATC, Orienteering, Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme; over 25 societies and clubs 

For further particulars and details of bursaries, scholarships and 
reductions for children of Service families contact: 

THE HEADMASTER S SECRETARY 
LINDISFARNE COLLEGE 
Wynnstay, Ruabon, Wrexham, Clywd LL14 6LD 
Tel. RUABON (0978) 823482 


Parents can learn a lot 
from a visit to 
West Buckland School 


• how we prepare boys and girls for college and 
university. 

• how the excellent exam results are achieved. 

• why our location on the edge of Exmoor encourages 
fellowship and team spirit. 

• how our sporting successes have grown. 

• why so many ex-pupils and parents return again and 
again. 

If you have a son or daughter aged between 7 and 14, 
now is the time to discover more about West Buckland 
School. Phone or write to the Headmaster to arrange an 
appointment or request a prospectus, and find out details 
of special terms for members of HM Forces. 


M Downward, West Buckland School, 
Barnstaple, Devon EX32 0SX. 

Tel: Filleigh (05986) 281. 




QUANTOCK SCHOOL 

SOMERSET 

Equidistant Bridgwater-Taunton: Nine miles 

A long established, happy and successful boarding school for about 250 boys, at the 

forest’s edge and near the sea (an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) 

BOYS ARE ACCEPTED FROM THE AGE OF NINE 

(Usually on interview and reports) 

WHAT HAS MADE OUR PARENTS INVARIABLY DELIGHTED WITH 
THEIR CHOICE OF SCHOOL? 

• FACILITIES UNRIVALLED in any small school (over £1 million of recent 
building). Modem classrooms and laboratories; new accommodation blocks; 
magnificent sports hall complex (heated); LARGE ENGINEERING 
WORKSHOPS, fully equipped; COMPUTER ROOM; highly successful theatre 
(drama is important); good sports fields and all-weather pitch; farm with animal 
husbandry. 

• ACADEMIC AND NON-ACADEMIC COURSES AND THE OPPORTUNITY 
FOR DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSFER; an average of sixteen pupiLs per class; 
full termly reports;personal tutor system; good teachcr-parcnt contact. Quantock is 
a keen and successful sporting school but without any stigma on non-sportsmen. All 
usual sports/activitics with additions like cross-country, sailing, orienteering and 
motor-cycling. GOOD CAREER GUIDANCE-AD VICE-PLANNING. 

• LOCATION: Easy and Q uick access to motorwa y: fast main line trains to 
Paddington/Heathrow (via Reading); literally miles of spaoe: a naturalist’s dream! 

• PERSONAL AND EFFECTIVE RELATIONSHIPS, though still very well 
controlled. All visitors are surprised and delighted by the atmosphere. Visiting 
parents are introduced directly to the children and left to speak with them alone in 
relevant age groups. They are encouraged to contact existing parents (the school 
grows mainly from parent-to-parent contact). Wc expect to succeed with children 
who might not be expected to settle easily into boarding. 

• MODERATE, INCLUSIVE FEES: Services (e.g. laundr y) and most activities are 
free — not extras. Half-term residence is freed needed. All obviously first-class 
value, parents soon come to realise what a start in life can be achieved by a good 
independent school. 

DO WRITE OR TELEPHONE FOR A COPY OF THE 
UNUSUALLY INFORMATIVE PROSPECTUS 

Telephone Nether Stowey (0278) 732252 or 732423 
Address: Over Stowey, Somerset TA5 1HD 


Choosing a Boarding School 
in the UK? 

It is never too early to start looking for a 
boarding school for your child, especially if you could 
be posted overseas at short notice. Choosing a school 
can be a confusing and time-consuming task, 
particularly if you are unfamiliar with the independent 
schools sector. 

We know the difficulties faced by Forces 
parents in finding the right school for their child, and 
every year we help hundreds of parents by offering 
advice and suggesting suitable schools. 

Our advice is comprehensive and entirely 
free, based on over a hundred years of close 
involvement with the independent sector. 

If you need help, telephone or write to us, 
with as much information as possible about your 
child and the type of school you require. 

Gabbitas-Thring 

Broughton House, 6, 7 & 8 Sackville Street, Piccadilly, 
London W1X 2BR. 

Telephone 01-734 0161 Telex: 28707 


HARDYE’S SCHOOL 

DORCHESTER, DORSET 

Voluntary Aided, All Ability Day and Boarding Upper School for Boys 

★ Boarding for 40 boys aged 11-18 

★ Long experience in meeting the needs of service families 

★ Boarding fee does not exceed the service grant 

★ Sixth form of 180. Average of 40 entrants to degree courses annually 

★ Wide range of sport; 13 acres of playing fields; swimming pool; 
all-weather hockey pitch; 6 hard tennis courts; Sports hall 

★ All three services have sections in a large and old-established Combined 
Cadet Force 

Enquiries to the Head Master, P. A. Close, M.A. 
TELEPHONE (0305) 67841 



THE COLLEGIATE 
SCHOOL 

WINTERBOURNE, BRISTOL 
(Girls 8-18) 

A happy school of 190 girls, half boarding, half day, in a 
homely setting close to Bristol. 

Small classes and a well qualified and caring staff mean 
good examination results from a wide ability range. 
New sixth form accommodation. Preparation for A level and 
university entrance, plus pre-vocational courses in Business 
Studies, Child Care, Pre-Nursing, Theatre Studies. 
Clubs each evening and weekend activities 
Travel arrangements made if parents are overseas 
Fees allied to Services’ Education Allowance 

For prospectus telephone 
0454-772156 
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EDUCATION AND MISCELLANEOUS 


SACRED HEART 
COLLEGE 

DROITWICH, WORCS 

INDEPENDENT DAY AND BOARDING 
FOR BOYS 11-18 

The wisdom of 
the past with its 

-f- 

An awareness of the 
Present with its 

A future with 

DO THE BEST FOR YOUR SON 

Details from: 

The Rev. Headmaster S. C. J. 
Telephone 0905 773258 


SOUTHALL COLLEGE OF 
TECHNOLOGY 

Beaconsfield Road Southall, Middx, UB1 1DP 

CAA LICENCE WITHOUT 
TYPE RATING 

The College is offering resettlement courses throughout 1986 and 
1987 for aircrat maintenance personnel leading to the CAA 
Licence in categories A, C and X. Courses also cover the 
appropriate AEC 

Further information from T. C. Wooldridge, 
(telephone 01-574 3448 Ext 261) or write to 
Mr. T. C. Wooldridge, Department of Aeronautical 
Engineering & Air Transport 
at the above address 


Wyjcehaxn House School 

Independent Day School for Girls aged 4 to 16 Years 
69 High Street, Fareham, Hants 

Wykeham House provides an independent education for your daughter in a 
School with a tradition of courtesy and care, where class size and option 
groups are small and academic excellence is encouraged. 

For further details and prospectus please contact the Bursar. 

_ Telephone Fareham (0329) 280178 _ 


Knowledge Faith 
and Discipline 

Change Adaption 
and Realism 

Confidence Hope 
and Fulfilment 




WARMINSTER 

SCHOOL 

KEEPS THE FAMILY TOGETHER 

CO-EDUCATIONAL 
DAY AND BOARDING 
Junior School: 5-12 (120 pupils) 
Senior Schodl: 12-18 (290 pupils) 


SIXTH FORM ENTRY 
BURSARIES AVAILABLE 


For prospectus and further details apply: 

The Master, Warminster School, Wiltshire BA12 8PJ 
Telephone Warminster (0985) 213038 


Shoreham College 

DAY PLACES FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 5-18 
BOARDING (FULL OR WEEKLY) PLACES 
FOR BOYS 8-18 

• Courses for GCE O & A-levels • Scholarships available 

• Traditional academic approach • Separate Junior School to 10 

• Highly qualified staff — • Good rail communication with 

small classes London, Gatwick, and Portsmouth 

• Excellent modern science • Wide variety of out-of-school activities, 

laboratories including Music, C.C.F. and Sailing 

Telephone Brighton 592681 or write to the Headmaster 
for prospectus and further details: 

ST JULIAN’S LANE, SHOREHAM-BY-SEA, SUSSEX 



EMBLEY PARK SCHOOL 

ROMSEY, HAMPSHIRE S05 0ZE 
Telephone: Romsey (0794) 512206 

Independent Boys' School for Boarders and Day Pupils aged 11-18. 
Boys prepared for G.C.E. at all levels. Good facilities for Sport and 
Duke of Edinburgh's; Award Scheme, 
^rprospecft^sapp/j^totfjej^ead/naster^ 


OAKWOOD SCHOOL, Chichester, Sussex 

I.A.P.S. Boys' Preparatory School 7-13 years Boarders and Dayboys, and as from 
September. 1985 accepting day girls. Pupils prepared for Scholarships and Common 
Entrance to Public Schools and others. Also Pre-Prep. Department for boys and girls 3-7 
years. 

For further details and a prospectus, write to the 

Secretary, Oakwood School, Chichester, West Sussex 
PQ18 9AN or Telephone Bos ham 575209 


NATIONAL SAVINGS - FOR A 
WIDER INVESTMENT CHOICE 


There are many National Savings 
products to choose from, each one 
answering a different need. 

Which is the one for you? 

FIXED INTEREST CERTIFICATES. 

A lump-sum investment that gives a 
guaranteed tax-free return over five years. 
Buy them from your bank or post office. 

INDEX-LINKED CERTIFICATES. 

A tax-free investment with full protection 
against inflation - plus Extra Interest. Buy 
them from post offices. 

YEARLY PLAN. A scheme offering 
regular savers a high rate of tax-free interest 
guaranteed over five years. Application 
forms at post offices. 

INCOME BONDS. A regular monthly 
income at a highly competitive rate. Interest 
is paid gross without tax being deducted. 
Application forms at post offices. 

INDEXED-INCOME BONDS. 

For an inflation-proof monthly income. 
Application forms at post offices. 

INVESTMENT ACCOUNT. 

Competitive interest with no tax deducted 
at source. Especially beneficial to non-tax 
payers. From post offices. 

DEPOSIT BONDS. A premium rate 
of interest on a lump sum investment. Best 
for longer term savings. Interest is paid gross 
without tax being deducted at source. 
From your post of fice. 

ORDINARY ACCOUNT. Immediate 
access to money at over20,000post of fices. 
Two levels of interest according to when 


and how much you invest - with the first 
£70 of interest tax free. 

PREMIUM BONDS. A chance to win 
a fortune - over 155,000 prizes a month - 
with no risk of losing your stake money. 
Application forms at hanks and post 
offices. 

NATIONAL SAVINGS STOCK 
REGISTER (NSSR). The easy way to buy 

Government Stock (‘Gilts’). The interest is 
paid gross without tax being deducted at 
source. Details from post of fices. 

FIND OUT MORE. Leaflets on all 
these schemes are available at post offices. 
If you prefer to phone, ring 0800100100 
(free) any time or send the coupon 
to: National Savings, FREEPOST 
4335 / 2 , Bristol BS13YX. 


Please send me details of (tick box) 

□ SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 

□ INDEX-LINKED CERTIFICATES 

□ YEARLY PLAN 

□ INCOME BONDS 

□ INDEXED-INCOME BONDS 

□ INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 

□ DEPOSIT BONDS 

□ ORDINARY ACCOUNT 

□ PREMIUM BONDS 

□ STOCK REGISTER 

MR/MRS/MISS _ 

(BLOCK CAPITALS) 

ADDRESS 


sip 

NATIONAL 

SAVINGS 


POSTCODE _ 

NN 



Duncan Hall School 

Scratby - Great Yarmouth 
Norfolk NR29 3PH 

ISIS/1SAI 

Independent Boarding and Day School for Boys 4-18 years. Day girls 
accepted 4-18 + . Situated on the coast 5 miles North Great Yarmouth, 
Norfolk. Boys prepared for East Anglia CSE and Cambridge O & A 
Level Examinations according to their ability. Special attention given 
to boys of slow learning or whose education has been interrupted. 

25% REDUCTION IN FEES FOR SERVICE PERSONNEL 
AND 12V 2 % FOR BROTHERS 

Please apply to Secretary for prospectus or telephone 
_ Great Yarmouth 730366 (STD 0493) 



SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY OFFER 


lib box Black Magic with Bottle of 


Harvey’s Bristol Cream Sherry 


Gift wrapped with a gift card and your own 


personal message 


ONLY £14.50 


I 


Gifts with a difference by post 

Champagne 

SPIRITS, CHOCOLATES, FLOWERS 

A personal gift for Valentine's Day, Mother’s Day, Easter, Father’s Day, Congratula¬ 
tions, or just to say “I love you” — It can mean so much when you arc away from 
home. All gifts are gift packed with an attractive card with your personal message 
U.K. MAINLAND ONLY — REMEMBER ME: 
MARLBOROUGH HOUSE, 25A FORE STREET, NORTHAM 
NORTH DEVON EX39 IAN. Telephone 02372 71900 (24 hours) 


SLINDON COLLEGE 

Nr. Arundel, W. Sussex BN18 ORH 



★ Boarding school for 150 boys aged 11-18. 

★ Teaching in small groups to C.S.E., O and A level G.C.E. 
University entrance. Remedial help available. 

★ Wide range of sport and out-of-school activities including 
keeping of pets and animals, observatory, canoeing, 
computer studies, swimming pool, squash courts and 
floodlit hard court. The school runs its own National Hunt 
racing stables. 

★ For service families a reduction in fees, special travel 
arrangements etc. 

★ Accredited by Independent Schools Joint Council. 
Member of I.S.A.I., I.S.I.S. and F.I.S. 

Enquiries to the Headmaster Telephone (024 365) 320 








































TRUST HITS 
RIGHT NOTE 
FOR GIFTED 
VICTORIA 
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Busier 


by the 
month 

IT IS all go at James Lane 
House in Tipner Road, 
Portsmouth, the “work¬ 
shop 1 * of the Royal Naval 
Benevolent Trust. 

Changes to the Supplemen¬ 
tary Benefit regulations, cut¬ 
backs in areas affecting educa¬ 
tion and social work, and infla¬ 
tion have all conspired to in¬ 
crease the Grants Committee's 
workload. 

TEN MONTHS 
In the first ten months of the 
current financial year the com¬ 
mittee has made 3,404 grants to 
the naval community, compared 
with 2,859 in the whole of 
1978-1979. 

It is interesting to note that 
the RNBT's compassion 
stretches wide and far. Last year 
the Grants Committee helped 
91 overseas cases, covering 
Newfoundland, Canada, Aus¬ 
tralia, Malta, South Africa, 
Gibraltar, Spain and Sri Lanka. 

Jacqui’s 

foreign 


venture 


VENTURE Scout Jacqui 
Russell has been awarded an 
Explorer Certificate for her 
work on an expedition to 
Norway. 

As reported in our September 
edition, the Royal Naval 
Benevolent Trust helped 
18-year-old Jacqui, daughter of 
a former petty officer, with a 
grant of £240 towards the cost 
of the expedition. 


Mrs. Casbin is paying for Victoria's £3.25 a half hour flute lessons, but 
the professional-quality saxophone that she needs is beyond her purse at 
around £1,200. 

Victoria is a pupil at St Edmund's School, Portsmouth, and has been 
playing with the Highbury Area Band for the past 15 months. She 
accompanied them on their European tour last year and has recently been 
made a full member of the band. Last month she was giving a saxophone 
and piano concert organised by her teachers, and taking part in the 
Portsmouth Music Festival. 


A GRANT of £175 from the Royal Naval Benevolent Trust 
was, literally, music to the ears of 14-year-old Victoria 
Cashin. 


The money was spent on a new flute so that young Victoria 
could continue to develop her considerable musical talents. She is 
also showing promise on the piano and saxophone. 

Victoria is the daughter of the late CPO Eric Cashin, who 
died in 1981 shortly after leaving the Royal Navy. Her mother, 
Mrs. Joan Cashin, approached the RNBT to see if she could get 
any help with the cost of her daughter's musical education. 

Instruments suited to her ability were expensive, and the 
cost of lessons was a further burden. Piano lessons cost £3.60 an 
hour, saxophone £5 for 45 minutes. 

With Hampshire Education Authority helping out with the 
saxophone fees, and the RN and RM Children’s Trust paying 
£87 a term for the piano lessons, Victoria is now working hard to 
gain a place at the Royal College of Music. The Education 
Authority bursary is worth £180 this year, and depending on 
Victoria's results, could be increased to include her piano fees in 
1987. 



Last year RNBT gave £673,207 in Grants and 
Annuities. This year it will be more. 
Have you given a donation to help RNBT? 


Applications for assistance to: Grants Committee, 
2a Tipner Road, Portsmouth, Hants, P02 8QR 

General Inquiries: Head Office, High Street, 
Brompton, Gillingham, Kent ME7 5QZ 


nr wo 1 

mimrnTd 

(yj0i 

7 

/ , / V fit .■ ■■.msmM/i 




Edwin sets 
sights on 
Olympics 

FORMER able seaman Edwin Thomas is well on 
course to represent Great Britain at the Disabled 
Olympics in Korea In 1988. And the Royal Naval 
Benevolent Trust Is helping him to get there. 

As reported in our September edition, Edwin was 
given £120 by the Grants Committee to help him 
become Involved in athletics for the disabled. Edwin, 
who was virtually confined to an Invalid chair after an 
industrial accident, repaid their faith with a string of 
superb performances. 

He won ’gold medals for javelin, shot putt and discus 
in the South West Region senior games, was selected 
for the BSAD senior national games at Stoke 
Mandevilte and won three more 
golds — confirming himself as the 
best wheelchair field eventer in 
his class In Great Britain. 

Just to ring the changes, Edwin 
came seventh in a charity wheel¬ 
chair marathon (over the full 26 
miles 385 yards) at RAF Locking, 

Weston-super-Mare, and has rep¬ 
resented Cornwall at basketball. 

Now Edwin, who lives at Fal¬ 
mouth, has been given another 
RNBT grant of £150 to help him 
with his training and event 
expenses. 


Geoffrey’s 
back on 
the move 


D-DAY veteran Mr. Geoffrey 
Braybrooke has been given con¬ 
siderably improved mobility by 
a battery driven scooter paid for 
by the Royal Naval Benevolent 
Trust, the British Legion and 
the Soldiers', Sailors' and 
Airmen's Families' Association. 

Now 74, Mr. Braybrooke 
approached the RNBT for help 
when a major operation left him 
virtually housebound. The Trust 
responded with a grant of £300, 
which was matched by the two 
other organisations. 

Major G. H. Webh-Bowen, 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 
Staffordshire and county chair¬ 
man of SSAFA, presented the 
three-wheel electric scooter to 
Mr. Braybrooke at his home in 
Biddulph. 
















































Navy events 
hit jackpot 


DURING 1985 Navy and Air Day events were held at Plymouth, 
Portsmouth, Portland, Rosyth, Culdrose, Lee-on-Solent and Yeovilton, 
resulting in yet another overall record surplus — £210,000 — being 
distributed to naval charities. 


The 1985 surplus was £30,000 more 
than the previous year. 

This fine achievement was reported 
at the annual general meeting of the 
Navy Weeks Trust Fund, and the 
committee formally recorded its thanks 
and congratulations to everyone who 
played a part in the tremendous 
success of the 1985 Navy and Air 
Days. 

Distribution of the £210,000 surplus, 
decided on by the committee and 
ratified by the Trustees, was as 
follows: 

General naval charities: King 
George’s Fund for Sailors, £50,400; 
Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, 
£50,400; Fleet Amenities Fund, 
f48,300; WRNS Benevolent Trust, 
£4,200; Fleet Air Arm Benevolent 
Trusts, £4,200; Royal Marines Benevo¬ 
lent Funds, £4,200; Second Sea Lord, 
£ 100 . 

Fleet and Commands: Captain of the 
Fleet, £8,400; CINC Naval Home 
Command, £3,150; FONAC, £12,150; 
FOST, £2,000; FOSNI, £2,500; FO 
Plymouth, £11,500; FO Portsmouth, 
£8,500. 

□ □ □ 

IIM submarine Torbay has been 
adopted by the resort of Torbay, 
Devon. The official association with 
the Royal Navy’s fourth Trafalgar-class 
submarine continues the area’s strong 
links with the Senior Service. 

□ no 

When Lothian Regional Council 
entertained some of the ship’s com¬ 



pany of HMS Edinburgh to lunch the 
destroyer’s commanding officer, Cdr. 
Martin Ladd, presented a plaque to 
the Council’s Convenor, Mr. Brian 
Meek. 

□ □ D 

HMS Warrior, the Victorian 
ironclad warship, is expected to 
return to her former home port of 
Portsmouth in April 1987. She is 
being restored at Hartlepool. 

□ □ □ 

RNEC Manadon played host to 750 
German sailors when the destroyer 
FGS Schleswig-Holstein, the frigates 
Bremen and Augsburg, and the sup¬ 
port ship Coburg visited Plymouth 
over a weekend. 

□ □ □ 

Twelve cub scouts from Lockerley, 
near Romsey, Hampshire, visited HMS 
Southampton to present the ship with a 
decorative bellrope made by their 
assistant leader, Mr. Rod Walker. In 
return, the cubs were presented with a 
photograph of the ship which now 
hangs in their headquarters. 

□ □ a 

Former Royal Navy patrol craft 
Wolverton has been bought by Hong 
Kong entrepreneur Mr. Peter Shiu, 
who proposes to convert her into a 
floating club with two restaurants, a 
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PRIZE 

FLIGHT 


CLIFFHANGER is the name of this winning picture of a Royal Navy helicopter 
operating near the white cliffs of Dorset. Under that title It won the new Maritime 
Books Cup for LA(Phot) Michael Mitchell, now of HMS Rooke, in the Navy’s 
Peregrine Trophy photographic competition. The new trophy is for the best 
picture of Service ships or aircraft not already awarded a prize. 


disco, reading rooms, sun decks, a 
children’s play area and a Navy 
museum. 

□ □ □ 

Ferranti is to supply £1.5m worth of 
replacement computer facilities to the 
British Underwater Trials and Evalu¬ 
ation Centre (BUTEC) at the Kyle of 
Lochalsh. 


a □ □ 

Lord Trefgarne, Minister of State 
for Defence Support, visited the Royal 
Naval Auxiliary Service at Southamp¬ 
ton. He met many members of the 
RNXS and toured the unit’s new fast 
patrol boat, XSV Example. 

□ □ □ 


Commandant Patricia Swallow 
received a signed print of Britannia 
Royal Naval College, Dartmouth, dur¬ 
ing her last official visit to the college 
as Director WRNS. 

The picture, by local artist John 
Gillo, was from all WRNS staff and 
students at Dartmouth. 




LIEUTENANTS &20,030 TAX FREE 
WARRANT OFFICERS &15,970 TAX FREE 


Includes 20% end of contract bonus. Qualified 
EngineeKOfficers receive an additional £1,154 p.a. 
Figures calculated at current rate of exchange. 


OPERATIONS BRANCH 


The Sultan of Oman's Navy is expanding fast, 

particularly with the acceptance into service over the 
next two years, of a large new support complex 
comprising a Dockyard and Maintenance Base, Stores 
and Armament Depots, Barracks and a new Training 
Centre. After that will come our Fourth Province Class 
Fast Attack Craft 

We need high calibre Officers and Warrant Officers 
who will make a real contribution to our development. 

Currently we are seeking: 


lieutenants (GIVSL/SD) (X) 

Preferably qualified as FW0. 

WO’s and CPO’s (seamen, missile and radar sub specs) 
particularly with good instructional experience. 


Lieutenants (SD) (E) (ME) 

as Mechanical Workshops Officers 

Lieutenants (SL/SD) (E) (WE) 

all sub specialisations with surface ship and FMG 

experience. 

Lieutenants (SD) (E) (H) 

as hull workshop and afloat support, unit Officers. 

lieutenants (ME/WE) 

experienced in QA procedures to British defence 
standard 05-21. 

W0 and CPO’s 

Artificers (or apprentice trained Dockyard civilian 
equivalents! to act as 

Diesel Overhaul and Test Cell Shop Supervisor. 
Machine Shop Supervisor. 

Metal Working & Pipe Shop Supervisor. 


Woodwork and Boat Repair Shop Supervisor. 
Marine Electrical Repair Shop Supervisor. 
Hydraulics Maintenance & Repair Shop Supervisor. 
Quality Assurance Inspector. 

Weapons Ordnance Maintenance Instructor. 

Craft Instructors and Instructors 

for Marine and Weapons Electrical Engineering 

Mechanics Courses. 


Lieutenants (SD) (S) 

to work in base supply organisation. 

lieutenants (SD) (W) 

to act as Personnel Administrators. 

WO’s and CPO’s 

Stores Accountants 

for base supply organisation. 


Writers 

for Dr afting and Records Offices. 


Lieutenants 

to act as Maths/Physics Teachers, preferably with 
TEFL as well. 

Roval Marines 
WOorSNCO 

(Qualified Arm 1) as small Arms Maintenance 
Instructor. a 


SUPPLY & SECRETARI AT BRANCH 


INSTRUCTOR BRANCH 


ENGINEERING BRANCH 


SULTAN OF OMAN’S NAVY* 


If you think that SON could take over where the RN leaves off, and you want to know more about opportunities 
in Oman, please ring Ninette Mantle, on 01-4081010 (quoting ref 0NN/21) or write to her at ARA International, 
17-19 Maddox Street, London W1R0EY. (Agy). 
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SERVICES 



SWOP DRAFTS 


CK Hobbs, HMS Warrior, North wood. Will 
swop for any Plymouth ship going on Global 
deployment. If not, any ship on the 
deployment. 

LMA V. G. Searle, HMS Seahawk, ext 
2472, drafted Diego Garcia, May. Will swop 
fo r any Portsmouth or Plymouth ship. 

STD S. R. Hale, HMS Aurora, Devon port, 
not deploying. Will swop for any Portsmouth, 
ship. 

LSTD 8. Plnder, 826 Squadron C Flight, 
RN air station Culdrose, ext. 2123, until Sept. 
Will swop for any sea or shore billet, 
Scotland. 

LCA A. Greenway, 3LS Mess, HMS 
Juno, drafted HMS Dolphin, May. Will swop 
for either HMS Dryad or HMS Mercury. 

LSTD Sleight, 3E Mess, HMS Apollo. Will 
swop for any Rosyth ship not deploying. 

R01(T) Fogan, Commcen Mess, HMS 
Beaver, deploying April. Will swop for any 
Plymouth ship not deploying. Anything 
considered. 

LSTD A. H. Boyd, 820 NAS, HMS 
Seahawk (ADP holder), ext 2124 or 2123. 
Will swop for any London area draft, 
preferably Northwood. 

R01(T) K. Croaby, RNAS Portland MSO, 
tel 0305-820311, ext 2474, drafted HMS 
Nottingham, June, deploying early Sept. Will 
consider any ship not deploying, preferably 
going into major refit. 

AB (MW) A. I. Smith, HMS Kellington, 
refitting Rosyth. Will swop for any Ports¬ 
mouth or Plymouth ship. 

SA G. Moonan, 3EZ Mess, HMS 
Charybdis, drafted HMS Neptune, May. Will 
swop for any Portsmouth shore base. 

SA S. W. Yendall, 3MS Mess, HMS 
Ariadne, deploying May until end of Sept. 
Will swop, preferably for a ship alongside. 

AB<S) Inglls, 5D2 Mess, HMS Illustrious. 


Will swop for any Portsmouth ship not 
deploying. 

STD Ian Fox, HMS Nottingham (18 
months) refitting Portsmouth until mid-April. 
Will swop for any Plymouth ship, preferably 
not deploying. 

CPOMEA(M) B. R. McKenna, 
CINCFLEET, ext 23076, joined Jan. for 18 
months. Will swop for any other Portsmouth 
area establishment. 

CK T. A. Fuller (Scale A), 6T4 Mess, HMS 
Ark Royal, deploying June. Will swop for 
Culdrose squadron, or any Plymouth ship not 
deploying. 

Wren (RP) Carter, ATC, HMS Osprey, 
Portland, ext 2406. Will swop for any draft, 
Cambridgeshire area or Londonl'Tel. Wey¬ 
mouth 774179 (evenings). 

LRO(G) Mall, 3D Mess, HMS Nottingham, 
refitting until April, deploying Sept. Will swop 
for any Portsmouth Leander-dass frigate. 

R01(T) McLean, 6G1 Mess, HMS Ark 
Royal. Will swop for any Portsmouth Type 42 
or below, not deploying. Anything 
considered. 

WrenSTD A. Jones, c/o Wardroom, HMS 
Raleigh, ext. 271, drafted HMS Seahawk, 
May. Will swop for any Portsmouth area 
draft. 

R01(T) J. E. Jenkins, 3 Mess, HMS 
Alacrity, drafted HMS Bristol, May. Will swop 
for any Plymouth frigate. 

LWren QA S. Riley, WRNS Quarters, 
HMS Vernon, ext. 24779, drafted HMS 
Seahawk, April. Will swop for any Ports¬ 
mouth or London draft, but anything 
cons 

AB(M) McDiarmld, HMS Brave, Plymouth. 
Will swop for any Rosyth ship. 

LWRO Maddlaon, HMS Dryad, ext 427, 
drafted Plymouth, May. Will swop for any 
Portsmouth area draft. 


CK A. Sawyer, Main Galley, HMS Heron, 
Yeovil. Will swop for any Portsmouth shore 
base with not less than 14 months to serve 
at that base. 

R01(T) Brown, 6G3 Mess, HMS Ark 
Royal. Will swop for Rosyth ship, Type 42, 
but anything considered. 

R01(T) Wood, 3D Mess, HMS Notting¬ 
ham, deploying Oct. WII swop for any 
Portsmouth ship not deploying, anything 
considered. 

STD N. Russell, 3E Mess, HMS Apollo, 
Portsmouth. WII swop for any Plymouth ship 
not deploying or in refit. 

SA T. Fowler, Stores Office, HMS Hermes 
(shore), DED Devonport, March to Oct. WII 
swop for any Portsmouth shore base. 

LMEM(L) Higgins, HTS, HMS Sultan, 
Portsmouth Naval Base ext. 22862, drafted 
HMS Arethusa, Devonport, May. Will swop 
for any Portsmouth ship. 

AB(M) A. Roberts, FDH Party, HMS 
Fearless, drafted HMS Abdiel, Rosyth, July. 
Will swop for any Portsmouth ship not 
deploying, contact Portsmouth tel. 754928 
after 1630. 

WEM{0) Grey, HMS Juno, drafted HMS 
Neptune, May 13, over six months. Will swop 
for any ship or shorebase at Portsmouth, 
Devonport or Portland. 

POWEM(0) Bilaby, POs Mess, HMS 
Jupiter, drafted Rosyth FEC May 27 for 18 
months. Will consider any shore draft. 

POCK R. Davidson, POs 1 Mess, HMS 
Jupiter, drafted HMS Gannet April 21 for 18 
months. WII swop for any Portsmouth shore 
establishment. Tel. Portsmouth 661011. 

AB<MW) M. Cockram, Rosyth FEC. Regu¬ 
lating Office, ext 2147, drafted HMS Abdiel, 
Rosyth, June. Will swop for any draft. 

ALS<S) T. Beadle, 3P Mess, HMS Exeter, 


home waters. WHI swop for Plymouth ship, 
any considered. 

AB(M) K. L. Phipps, HMS Jupiter. Will 
swop for any Plymouth ship deploying. 

CPOAEA(R) P. E. Hodgson, HMS Coch¬ 
rane, ext 4373, FOF3, DAER. WII swop with 
CPO or POAEA or for any second-line 
Portland or Yeovilton draft. 

STD M. Cole, CINCNAVHOME, Old Naval 
Academy, Portsmouth, ext. 23853, drafted 
HMS Achilles, May. WII swop for any 
Portsmouth ship not deploying. 

LSTD Smith, c/o Wardroom, HMS New¬ 
castle, or tel. Gosport 585571, drafted HMS 
Heron, April, to relieve POSTD. Will swop for 
any Portsmouth/Gosport shore base. 

LMEM(L) Thomson, HMS Dryad, ext. 
427, drafted HMS Dulverton, Rosyth, May. 
WII swop for any Portsmouth ship. 

MEM<M)1 C. R. Wharrie (Scale A), ships' 
husbandry, HMS Defiance, drafted HMS 
Minerva, June. Will swop for any Type 22, or 
Devonport gas ship. 

ALCK Parka, 3E2 Mess, HMS Charybdis, 
drafted HMS Osprey, May, for over 12 
months. Will swop for Devonport shore base 
or Leander-class ship. 

R01(T) D. M. White, Commcen, BFF1, 
NP1242, BFPO 666, drafted HMS Achilles, 
July, deploying. Will swop for any Devonport 
ship, deploy'ng or not. 

LRO(G) Kenealy, MHQ Mount Wise, 
drafted HMS Fox, Rosyth, May, crew rotation 
trials for two years (4 weeks on 2 weeks off 
system). WII consider any Plymouth ship. 

STD John Capper, c/o Wardroom, HMS 
Royal Arthur, drafted HMS Naiad, June 
(Devonport). WII swop for a Portsmouth 
ship. 

ROI(G) Hoxley, 5 Mess, HMS Phoebe, 
refitting Devonport, May. Will swop for any 
Portsmouth or Plymouth ship deploying. 


AB(M) Brown, HMS Hurworth, Rosyth. 
WII swop for Plymouth shore base, or ship in 
long refit. 

AB(M) Haywood, LAft Mess, HMS Shera¬ 
ton, Rosyth. WII consider any ship not 
deploying. 

LWEM(0) Sexton, HMS Alacrity, drafted 
ERA Helston, Culdrose, May. WII swop for 
any Plymouth shore base, tel (evenings) 
Plymouth 556240. 

CA J. S. Nicholl, c/o RNDQs, Portsmouth 
Naval Base ext. 25491, drafted HMS Her¬ 
mes, April, six months. DED Devonport. 
Anything considered. 

WrenSTD A. Marr, HMS Raleigh, ext. 
271, drafted HMS Seahawk, May. Will swop 
for any Plymouth shore base. 

LWren J. Purvla, HMS Nelson (Vernon 
Site), drafted HMS Heron, May 1. WII swop 
for any leading steward s billet. 

ROI(G) Tryner, 3L Mess, HMS Naiad, 
deploying. WII consider any ship not deploy¬ 
ing over August. 

POSA Olive, NATEC Tool Control, tel. 
550143 ext. 4086, drafted HMS Cochrane, 
May. Will swop for any Portsmouth or 
Plymouth ship or would consider Falklands. 

A/STD Roberts, 1 Mess, HMS Boxer, 
Plymouth (trials at Portsmouth). Will swop for 
any ship deploying, except Falklands. 

MEM(L)1 A. Smith, (Scale B, full AMC), 
HMS Camperdown, RNR Tay, drafted HMS 


READERS seeking penfriends in the Royal 
Navy are listed below. Any sailor who writes 
to an applicant must use a stamped 
envelope bearing the applicant s name and 
town. The letter should be enclosed in a 
second envelope addressed to "Pen Pals," 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. On 
receipt the replies will be redirected — but 
only if they have been stamped. 

Suzanne (17), 5ft. 7in., Leicester. 

Mel (18), Arbory, Isle of Man. 

Julia (17), 5ft. 2in., Stockport. 

Carol (39), 5ft. 11 in., Sunderland. 

Angle (27), 5ft. 7in., Gibraltar. 

Evelyn (37), 5ft. 3in., Rochdale, Lancs. 
Kerri n (23), Melbourne, Australia. 

Sundrl (20), 5ft. 5in., Gibraltar. 

Sandra (31). 5ft. 2in., Rochdale, Lancs. 
Andrea (17), 5ft. 5in., Southampton. 
Debbie (18), South Harrow, Mddx. 
Carolyn (25), 5ft. 7in., Ipswich. 

Karen (23), Southampton. 

Heidi (25), 5ft 7in„ Machen, Gwent. 

Sue (20), 5ft.4in., Staines, Mddx. 
Lorraine (30), 5ft. 8in., Eastbourne. 
Christine (37). 5ft. 8in„ Bristol. 

Julie (18), 5ft. 9in., Manchester. 

Salll (21), 5ft. 6in., West Germany. 

Joy (50), 5ft., Plymouth, Devon. 

Pauline (21), 5ft. 2in., Chesterfield. 
Lynda (42), 5ft. 8in„ Sheffield. 

Shona (19), 5ft. 5in., Harrogate. 

Rachel (18), 5ft. 4in., Whipsnade, Bods. 
Sharon (20), Melton Mowbray, Leics. 
Sue (42), 5ft. 6in., South Benfleet, Essex. 
Christine (28), 5ft. lin.. Rochdale. 
Pauline (28), Liverpool. 

Jane (19), 5ft. 3in., Sheffield. 

Jayne (19), 5ft. 6in., Camberley, Surrey. 
Marina (18), 5ft. 3in., Keighley, Yorks. 
Wendy (17), Leicester. 

Sue (26), 5ft. 4in., Bristol. 

Joanna (18), Holyhead, Anglesey. 

Hazel (28), Bournemouth, Dorset. 

Jayne (21), 5ft. 6in., Hull. 

Jo (22), 5ft. 5in., Hatfield, Herts. 

Pauline (35), 5ft. 4in., Gateshead. 

Carole (23), Ryde, Isle of Wight. 

Marlon (35), Rochdale, Lancs. 

Margaret (21), Melbourne, Australia. 
Andrea (21), Banbury, Oxon. 

Janneene (16), Penkridge, Staffs. 

Gltl (21), Streatham, London. 

Sheila (36). 5ft. 8in., Gosport, Hants. 
Wendy (22), 5ft. 2in„ Holyhead, Gwynedd. 
Alison (19), 5ft. 2in., Chesterfield, Derby. 
Siobhan (18), Strokestown. N.l. 

Karen (16), Whitby, N. Yorks. 

Brenda (17), Huntly, Aberdeenshire. 

Ann (40), Studley, Warwickshire. 

Shelley (26), Melbourne, Australia. 
Pamela (17), 5ft. 4in„ Sheffield. 

Carol (39), 5ft. 7in., Westgate-on-Sea. 
Sharon (27), Potters Bar, Herts. 

Diana (45), 5ft. lin., Yeovil, Somerset. 
Jane (42), 5ft. lin., Yeovil, Somerset. 
Gillian (36), 5ft. 3in„ Durham. 

Debbie (20). 5ft. 7in„ Plymouth. 

Jackie (27), 5ft 5in., Billericay, Essex. 
Wendl (24), 5ft. 4in„ Weybridge, Surrey. 
Stella (26), Grimsby. 

Wendy (24), 5ft., Reddish, Cheshire. 

Liz (18), 5ft. 10in., East Molesey, Surrey. 
Diane (18), 5ft. 9in., Doncaster. 

Usa (19), 5ft. 8in., Leeds. 

Linda (21), 5ft. 2in., Milton Keynes. 

Jean (42), 5ft. 2in., Skewen, W. Glam. 
Angela (25), 5ft., Cheltenham, Glos. 
Susan (22), 5ft. 5in., Ipswich. 

Usa (18), Portland, Dorset. 

Caroline (29), 5ft. 7in., Colne, Lancs. 
Paulette (17), 5ft. 8in., Par, Cornwall. 
Patricia (28), London. 

Wendy (22), 5ft. 6in., Manchester. 
Margaret (46), Newark, Notts. 

Ann-Marie (16), Nottingham. 

Joanne (18), Hitchin, Herts. 

Jayne (18), Worsley, Manchester. 

Maria (16), Mexborough, Yorks. 

Bernie (20), Blackpool, Lancs. 

Julia (20), 5ft. 6in., Swindon, Wilts. 
Sandra (21), 5ft. 2in., Chatham, Kent. 
Brenda (28), Gateshead, s 
Julie (27), 5ft. 5in„ Grimsby. 

Sue (18), Ellesmere Port. 

Marla (20), 5ft. 3in., Chatham, Kent. 
Helen (23), 5ft. 7in., Birmingham. 

Tracey (16), 5ft. lin., Falmouth. 

Tina (32), 5ft. 6in., Birmingham. 

Pamela (18), Newry, Co. Down. 

Annette (21), Maidstone, Kent. 

Michelle (17), 5ft. 5in., Hackney, London. 
Denise (18), Maidstone, Kent. 

Julie (18), 5ft. 4in., Romford, Essex. 
Stephanie (39), Plymouth, Devon 
Samantha (16), Cullompton, Devon. 
Christine (39). Boreham Wood, Herts. 
Helen (16), 5ft. 5in., Southampton. 

Jay (29), Stratford, London. 

Linda (18). 5ft. Bin., Stoke-on-Trent. 
Shirley (25), 5ft. 6in., Portsmouth. 

Susan (36), 5ft. 7in., Plymouth. 

Sarah (18), 5ft. 3in., Stoke-on-Trent. 
Joan (31), Andover, Hants. 

Cynthia (36), 5ft. 8in., Fife, Scotland. 
Sue (22), 5ft. 4in., Norwich, Norfolk. 
Denise (27), 5ft. 3in., Portsmouth. 
Teresa (30), 5ft. 8in., Plymouth. 

Sandra (33), 5ft. 8in., Leicester. 

Fiona (20), 5ft. 4in., Edinburgh. 

Jane (37), 5ft. 6in., East Ham, London. 
Pat (48), 5ft 2in., Emsworth, Hants. 
Diane (36), 5ft. 4in., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Alison (28), Bracknell, Berks. 


Orkney, May. W»ll swop for any Rosyth Type 
42 or frigate. 

LWren STD Qulckfalt, Portsmouth Naval 
Base ext. 22800, drafted RNAS Culdrose, 
April 21. Will consider any swop. 

LSTD Penrose, HMS Heron (Yeovilton) 
ext. 6191, drafted HMS Cleopatra, June. Will 
swop for any Portsmouth ship. 

AB<M) Roy, ships diver, Dunker, HMS 
Nelson (Vernon). Will swop for Devonport 
shore base or ship not deploying. Contact 
Portsmouth Naval Base ext. 24010 or HMS 
Daedalus ext. 4271. 

WTR Lyons, SC/Release Office, HMS 
Nelson ext 24265. Will swop for anything. 

LCK Murkin, 3 Mess, HMS Uverpool, 
Rosyth-based. Will swop for any Portsmouth 
ship. 

CK Woolley, 3 Mess, HMS Liverpool, 
Rosyth-based. Will swop for any Plymouth or 
Portsmouth shif) deploying or not. 

CK P.M. Roche, 3E Mess, HMS Apollo. 
Will swop for any frigate or Type 42 
deploying this yoar. 

ROI(G) S. J. Mitchell, D* Watch, Fort 
Southwick, ext 305, drafted HMS Apollo, 
Portsmouth. Will swop for any Plymouth 
ship, deploying or not. 

AB(M) M. J. Roche, HMS Neptune 
MACCO ext. 343, drafted HMS Edinburgh 
(Rosyth), May. Will swop for any Portsmouth 
ship. 


Wendy (19), 5ft. 4in., Oswestry. 

Sue (22). 5ft. 2in., Portsmouth. 

Jeanette (18), Stoke-on-Trent. 

Suzanne (22), 5ft. 8in., Gosport, Hants. 
Gillian (19), 5ft. 4in., Stoke-on-Trent. 
Sarah (16), Falmouth. Cornwall. • 

Helen (22), 5ft. 2in„ Dublin. 

Patricia (28), 5ft 2in., Preston, Lancs. 
Sheila (32), 5ft 4in., Portsmouth. 

Sandra (22), 5ft. 4in., Stourbridge. 
Christine (28), 5ft. 6in., Spalding, Lines. 
Caroline (21), 5ft. 4in., Southport. 
Janette (18), Huddersfield, Yorks. 

Louise (17), Dulwich, London. 

Pat (45), 5ft. 2in., Dulwich, London. 

Joan (37), 5ft. 3in., Plymouth. 

Maggie (29), 5ft. 2in., Plymouth. 

Ann (30), 5ft. 3in., Portsmouth. 

Karen (16), 5ft. 7in., Cullompton, Devon. 
Cathy (17). 5ft. 6in., Plymouth. 

Joan (37), Colchester, Essex. 

Dawn (22), 5ft. lin., Exeter, Devon. 

Julia (28), South Benfleet, Essex. 

Mandy (23), 5ft. 5in., Exeter, Devon. 
Jane (55), 5ft 4in., Rhondda, Glam. 
Tracey (20), 5ft. 10in., Exeter. Devon. 
Janet (17). 5ft. 5in., Milton Keynes. 
Deana (26). 5ft., Peckham, London. 

Julia (27), 5ft. 3in., Deeside, Ctwyd. 
Linda (39), Leamington Spa. 

Pamela (17), Leeds, Yorks. 

Miss K. (23), Chislehurst, Kent. 

Suzanne (21), 5ft. 2in., Warley. 

Dawn (18), 5ft. 3in., Hyde, Cheshire. 
Eileen (26), 5ft. 4in., Colwyn Bay, Clwyd. 
Sara (20), 5ft. 6in., Nottingham. 

Mary (30), 5ft. 3in., Plymouth. 

Belinda (24), 5ft. 8in., Milton Keynes. 
Natasha (15), 5ft. 9in., Portsmouth. 
Michelle (21), Gillingham. Kent. 

Jackie (18). 5ft. 4in., Havershill. Suffolk. 
Katrina (19), 5ft. 7in., Romford. Essex. 
Sue (32), Tonbridge, Kent. 

Linda (18), Thundersley, Essex. 

Lorraine (36), 5ft. 5in., Sutton, Surrey. 
Maureen (23), 5ft. 2in., St. Albans, Herts. 
Patricia (40), Northumberland. 

Sarah (28), Bristol. 

Helen (18), 5ft. 3in., Preston, Lancs. 
Jeannine (35), 5ft. 5in., Ashford, Kent. 
Miss A. (18), Birmingham. 

Gill (20), 5ft. 4in , Carshalton, Surrey. 
Julie (28), 5ft. 6in., Midhurst, Sussex. 
Pamela (18), 5ft. 7in., Northfleet, Kent 
Theresa (21), 5ft. 4in., Penge, London. 
Glynis (35). 5ft. 5in., Rochdale, Lancs 
Margaret (35), 5ft. 2in., York. 

Sarah (20), 5ft. 6in., Cheddar, Somerset. 
Julie (20), 5ft. 4in., Runcorn, Cheshire. 
Eileen (40). 5ft. 2in., Hainault, Essex 
Carol (18), Aylesbury, Bucks. 

Mrs. P. (48), 5ft. 5in., Portsmouth. 
Jennifer (29), 5ft. 7in., Caldicot, Gwent. 
Karen (29), 5ft. 7in., Uverpool 
Helen (20), 5ft. 6in., Evesham, Worcs. 
Joyce (54), 5ft. 7in, Ryde, I.O.W 
Denise (24), 5ft. 2in., West Bromwich. 
Margaret (18). 5ft. 8in., Evesham, Worcs. 
Jane (29), 5ft. 5in,, Surbiton, Surrey 
Lousie (34), Birkenhead. 

Janls (26), 5ft. 5in., Bradford, Yorks. 
Jane (19), 5ft. 9in., Abergele, Clwyd. 
Karen (27), 5ft. 7in., Brandon, Suffolk. 
Debbie (16), 5ft. 4in., Looe, Cornwall. 


DIARY 


RNAY Fleetlands Open Day — June 7. 
HMS Gannet Air Day — June 7. 

Fleet Air Arm Field Gun public runs, 
HMS Daedalus — June 5,12, 19, 26, July 3. 

Portsmouth Field Gun public runs, 
Whale Island — June 5. 12, 19, 26, July 3. 
HMS Daedalus Air Day — July 19. 
Portland Navy Days and Air Day — July 
19 and 20. 

RNAS Yeovilton International Air Day — 

July 26. 

RNAS Culdrose International Air Day — 

July 30. 

Portsmouth and Plymouth Navy Days 

— August 23, 24 and 25. 

• Additions to the diary will be considered if 
submitted in writing to the Editor. 

Thanks for sympathy 

HMS Achilles: Mrs Rita Stocker sincerely 
thanks friends of her son “Squeaky," 
AB(EW) Stocker K.D., for the floral tributes 
and messages sent to herself and family on 
the very sad loss of her husband Arthur. 


TANKARDS 

1 PINT PEWTER 
TANKARDS 

Engraved with ship’s badge 
£6 to £6.40 

(includes p&p) VAT extra 
Excellent Quantity Discounts and 
choice of Patterns 

CORIVO PRODUCTS 

190A ROCKINGHAM ST 
SHEFFIELD Si 4ED 
Telephone 754168 


Once a year, we 

look forward to 
our investors 
getting cold feet. 


It’s not a boast you would expect to hear 
from one of the country'’s most reliable investment 
companies. 

But each February, Hill Samuel sponsor the 
Inter-Services Ski Championship. 

It’s just one example of our strong links with 
members of the armed forces at all levels. 

For as little as £20 a month you can start 
investing with us—guided by our team of advisers 
who really understand the needs of service people 
and their families. 

Our range of financial plans is second to none, 
and we normally insure service aircrew with the 
minimum of fuss and without extra flying premium. 

We’ll also help you to arrange your mortgage and 
plan for school fees. 

And if you are about to leave the service we 
will help to make the transition to civilian life 
a comfortable one. 

For more information, clip the coupon 

Alter that, it’s downhill all the wav. 

1 j 

To: Marketing Department, Hill Samuel Investment Sendees Limited, NLA Tower, 
12/16 Addiscombc Road, Croydon, CR9 6BR Telephone: 01-686 4355. 


Name. 


I would like to know more about Hill Samuel’s range of services. 

NN 3/86/S 


Address. 


Tel. No: 


If HILLgAMUEL 

==. INVESTMENT SERVICES 



PEN-PALS 
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PROMOTIONS TO CHIEF 

a 

POINTS LEADERS 


AUTHORITY for promotion Of the following 
ratings to chief petty officer was issued by 
HMS Centurion in February. 

OPERATIONS BRANCH 
(SEAMAN GROUP) 

To CPO(OPSHH) — P. R, Phillips 
(Glamorgan), 

(COMMUNICATIONS GROUP}, REG, PT 
and R 

To CHS — G. Morris (SMI), M. S. Collins 
(Mercury), S. Hannigan (CMCM CFP JS 
SEA), M. 0 Callaghan (CTF 345}, J. D. Ham 
[Mercury). 

To MAA — D- T. Syme (Brazen}, C, J. 
Hinks (Diomede), B, I. Chamberlain (Swift), 
M Hewitt (CfNCNAVHOME), P. Blake 
[Hermione), R. D. Parsons (Rooko). 

To CPOPT — T. H, Davies [Drake), K. 
Rowcroft (Rooks), A, M- Perkins (Broad - 
sword), J. W. Storey (Ternera!re), 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CWEM(0)(SM) — K. G. Hail (Ftepul&e 
Port). 

MARINE ENGINEERING 
To CMEM(M) — N. D. Aldridge (Illustri¬ 
ous), S, C. Williams (Sultan), P. O. Hutson 
(Gloucester). 


WEAPON ENGINEERING 

To CWEM(Q) — J. Marflset [Phoebe). 

SUPPLV AND SECRETARIAT 

To CPOWTR — S. K Gilbert 
(COM N AVSQUTH), 

To CPOSA — G. Page (Juno), B. G 
Bagshaw (Neptune), J. R. Wilkie 
(Claverhouse), G. W. Pounder (Daedalus), J 
Kay (Heron). 

To CPOCK — J. G. Hickson (Exeter), H 
Enright (Aurora), 

MEDICAL BRANCH 

To CPOMA — M, Huddart (Sovereign), A. 
Bran nan (Trafalgar), M. B. Shaw (INM 
Alverstoke). 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CAtM(M) — M. J. Mayes (Royal 
Arthur), J, G- Uncles (Osprey), □. P. Shane 


To CAEM(WL) Including (L), (W) and (0) 
— J. D. Rainbow (848 NAS), C. J. Bell 
(Osprey), P. Batehetour (Invincible). J, F, 
Morrison (Neptune). 

To CPOA(AH) — F. D. Wood (Heron). 

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

Authority was issued by Centurion in 
January for the following ratings to be 
promoted to acting charge chief artificer. 


To ACCAEA(L} — N- R. Uden (Daedalus), 
J. Hamilton (Daedalus), 

To ACCAEA(M) — T. M O Reilly 
(Daedalus), K, DevonaEd (Osprey). 

To ACCMEA(M) — A Hall (Dicmede), A. 
Ford (June), T. C. Holmes (Defiance FMB), 
T. A. Champken (Sultan). 

To ACCMEA(L) — W. D, Lamb 
(Rothesay). 

To ACCWEAfAD and CEW) — L 
Webster (Aurora). 

To ACCMEA(MLKSM) — D. Chapman 
(Churchill). 

To ACCWiA(WCSjfSM) — R. W. 
Sutcliffe (Neptune RNFS). 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER ARTIFICER 

HMS Centurion has been nolified of the 
following promotions to chief petty officer 
artificer which were made by commanding 
officers in November: 

CPOMEA — D. Baines (Alacrity), D. 
BlundelF [Portsmouth NB), M. Clarkson 
(Tireless), P. G. Francis (Defiance), G. D. 
Jackson (Illustrious), C. A. Joy (Birmingham), 
M. Kidd (Illustrious), S. J. Pike (Beaver), J. 
C. Reed (Cleopatra), P, Wiliam (Exeter). 

ACPOMEA — J. Cook (Tireless), G. S. 
Coomber (Neptune), G. D. Disloy (Defiance), 
A. D. Haile (Portsmouth MB), T, W. Hender¬ 
son (Invincible), K. M. Hood (Dartmouth), A. 
Long (FO Portsmouth), A. Macintyre (Nep¬ 
tune), P. R. Nor gate (Defiance), C- Parton 


(Charybdis), G, H Rice (Defiance), K, 
Spence (Beaver). L. Westow [Sovereign}. 
CPOMEA(M) — S. E. Tinkler (Cardiff). 
ACPOMEA(M) — D. Crawford (Ports¬ 
mouth NB), P. J. DunkEey (Alacrity), R. V. 
Price (Apollo). 

APOMEA(L) — S. S, Douglas (Sultan). 
CPOWEA -C, B. Anderson (Aurora), P 
A, Gall (Brilliant), R J. Goss (Collingwood), 
D. C. Jackson (Exeter), S. R. Jackson 
(Argonaut), W. R, Lynes (Active), A. K. 
Morgan (Nelson), M. Parker (Brazen). T. 
Prosser (Olympus), P. Roberts [Collino- 
wood), M, S. Sumpter (Arethusa), C. R. 
Thome (Defiance). 

ACPOWEA — T. G. Cooper (Dolphin), S. 
Johnson (Dolphin), A. W. McCartney 
(FQSNI), R. J. Payne (Glamorgan), T. R. 
Webb (Gtus). 

FIRST CLASS TECHNICIAN 

HMS Centurion has been notified of the 
following promotions to first class technician 
which were made by commanding officers in 
November: 

ACT! — G. K Hood ($CU Laydene) 

MTI — I. E. Douglas {RNH Haslar), P. L. 
Quanstrom (Rooks). 

AMT1 — C. P. Sexton (RNH Hasfar). 


THE following list shows the total points of 
the men and women at the top of each 
advancement roster for petty officer and 
leading rates as at February 1, 1986, 
Intermediate (int) indicates that personnel 
can be advanced before they are eligible to 
. receive merit points or before the roster can 
be adjusted to take account of them. This 
means that personnel are advanced in 
"basic date" order Dates shown against 
"Int” rosters are the basic dates of the top 
eligible personnel. 

The number following the points (or basic 
dates) is the number of men who were 
advanced during January. 

PO(EW)/RS(W) — int (6,5,84), Nil; 
LS(EW). l LRO(W) — fnt (36-2.85), 5; PO(M) 

— Int (6.11.84), 1; LS(M) — 135, 6; PO(R) 

— 103. Nil; LS(R> — Int (7.6-84) r 9; PO(S) — 
Int (6.11.84), 5; LS{S} — Int (13.1,64), 9; 
P0(D) — Dry, Nil: LS(D} — Dry, 1; PO(MW} 

— Int (25.3.85), 1 

L$(MW) — 114, 1 ; PO(SR) — Dry. Nil; 
LS(SR) — Dry, Nil; POPT — 499, Nil; RPO 

— 442, 7- RS — 189, 3; LRO(G} — Int 

(25,9.84), 8; CY — 308, Nil; LROfO — 92, 1; 
PCKSMSM) — Dry, 1; LS($XSM) — Int 
(31.7.65), Nil; FOfTSXSM) — Int (1,8.85), 
Nil; LSfTSXSM} — Int (29.4.85). 3; RS{SM) 

— 353, Nit; LRO(SM} — Int (4.12 84), Nil; 
PG(UW)(SM) — Dry, Nil. 

POMEM(M) — 84, 16; LMEM(M) — 179, 


CALLING OLD SHIPMATES 



HMS Ganges: Mr. G. E. Embley, 49 
Mount Edward Road, Dartmouth, Nova 
Scotia B2W 3K5, Canada, invites old class¬ 
mates of Benbow 143,144. 1939. to meet 
him at the Ganges Association reunion In 
May, and to write to him, 

HMS Fite 1986-68: Farmer members of 
the Fife's first commission interested in a 
get-together, are asked to contact Mr. Jim 
Cantle, 246, White Hart Lane, Portchester 
P016 9AR, tel. Cosham 376192. 

HMS Spragge (K572}: Mr. Toney Story, 
ex-CPO Tel, 34 Southfield Way, Broom hill, 
Tiverton, Devon. EX 16 SAL, wants to hear 
from old shipmates interested in joining him 
with four ethers on a visit to Normandy in 
June, with the South West Normandy 
Veterans. 

HMS Rorqual: Mr. Tom Hyden ex-leading 
stoker, 8 Broadwater House, Albion Terrace, 
Gravesend, Kent DAI 2 2SS, would like to 
contact old shipmates. 

HM ships Maidstone and Devonshire: 
Mr. Mike Smith, “Smith land," Magdalen 
Road, Tilney-SMawrenca, Kings Lynn PE34 
4RE, tel. Wisbech 880582, wants to get in 
touch, with Nibbler Nye of the Maidstone in 
the West Indies. 1958, and ex-PO David 
Newman of the Devonshire, 1962. 

Mr. R, Daley, ex-Air Mech (A), 36 
Merganser, Wilnecote, Tamworth, Staffs, 
S77 5NN, would like to hear from e*- 
members of 741 Squadron (Swordfish) HMS 
Condor 1944-45, and of HMS Perseus 
1945-46, Pacific. 

HMS Welshman 1942^3: Mr, A, Bum- 
side, 165 Horsedge Street, Oldham QL1 
3DP, tel. 061-624-5670, wants to contact 
survivors or next of kin, 

Mr. W. S. Crocker, Eastern Bungalow, 
High Street, Leigh, Tonbndge, Kent TN11 
8RP, tel. 0732-B32580, wants to get in touch 
with Mr. B. F. Diifty of Redruth, ex-Tel who 
served in HM ships Impregnable (1939J, Si 
George (Collingwood 201W), Dunkirk (1947) 
and Dalrympto (1950-51). 

Mr. J. A. S. Carr: 5 Lagland Court, East 
Street, Poofs, Dorset BH15 1RL. wants to 
hear from old shipmates of LCF 20 
(1943-44}, LTR 459 (1944-45) and HMS 
Pongol shore base, Malaya. 

Mr. Bryan Mearg: 38 Bethel Crescent, 
Christchurch 5, New Zeeland, will be visiting 
the UK irv July or August, and would like to 
contact old shipmates, especially Andy 
Andrews of HMS Beagle, who came from 
Chester, and George (Taff) Popham ol 
Cardiff, who served in HMS Isis. 

HMS Leander 1984: Mr. S C, Howart, ex- 
LRO(G). 19 Grimshaw Street, Offerton, 
Stockport, Cheshire SKI 4DN, tel. 
061-429-0061 (home). 0457-64223 (work), 
wants to contact LRO(G) A. L. Davies. 

HMS Hflvqck 1937^*0: Mr. Griff (Jess) 
Owen, ex-AAl, 26 Stanwell Way, 
Wellingborough NN0 3DF, would Tike to hear' 
from Gingar Jukes or Dukes, of Wigan and 
old shipmates of HM ships Vanquisher 
(1935-36), Manxman (1941^12), Phoebe 
(1942) and Traubridge (1943-45). 

HMS Lincoln 1960-62: Will Mr, Grahame 
Roberts, ex-JM(E)1, ring Brixham 7841, 
reference the silver wedding in April of Mr. 
Jim Morrow. 

Mr. R, Bennett, 8f West Drive, Tintwistle, 
Hyde, Cheshire, wants to contact Mr. 
Norman Beatty, last known in Dublin, who 
servad with him at HMS Collingwood, and 
Mr. William Caims Swinley of Dunfermline, 
who served with him in HMS Ocean. 

HMS Stork: Will Ken Siewirt, please 
contact Mr. Brummie Bailey, ex-AB, of 623 
Queslett Road, Great Barr, Birmingham B43 
7ER, tel. 021-360-3167. 

HMS Victorious 1941^45: Mr Charles 
Minett, 82 Marie Hill Parade, St Pauls, 
Cheltenham, GJos GL50 4LQ, tel. 
0242-580591, wishes to trace John Quinlan, 
Jack Day, 'Rosie,' 'Tommo/ or any other 
communications ratings interested in a 
reunion. 

Mr Bert (Yorkle) Cooke, Flat 31, Bruns¬ 
wick Street, Primrose Hill, Wakefield, W. 
Yorks WF1 4PW, who joined HMS-Raleigh, 
August 24, 1943, and went on to serve in 
ML591 and 90S, and MTBs 5Q51 and 5007, 
37th and 38th Flotilla, would like to hear from 
old shipmates. 

HMS Esplegle: Mr. S. H. Rolfa. 8, Ray 
Gardens, Barking, Essex, would like to hear 
from old shipmates of the wartime 
minesweeper 

HMS Algerine: Mr. J, Redhead. 11, 
Church- Close, Little Abington, Cambridge, 
CB1 6BH, would like to get in touch with ex- 
POs Farmery and Kerry. 

HMS Rapid: Mr P Yatos, 29 Appleton 
Road, Heaton Chapel, Stockport, Cheshire, 
SK4 5NA, would like to contact old ship¬ 
mates 1942-45, 

HMS Hero: Mr, R. T. Taylor, 26 Melville 
Road, Winton, Bournemouth BH9 2PL, 
wants to get in touch with Buck Taylor, ex- 
LS, who was left swimming with him in the 
Mediterranean when the ship left to chase a 
U-Boat after picking up survivors of HMS 
Medway. He would also like to trace the 
officer of the Medway who was in the ship's 
sick bay and found it difficult to swim. 

HMS Centaur: Mr. G M. Revili, 19, 
Hamlet Lane, South Nomnanton, Derbyshire, 
DE5 52JB, would like to trace old shipmates 
Atty Atherton. Willy Wilesmith, Wiggy 


Wigget, Terry Galliford and Barney Barnett, 
mostly of 36B Mess, with a view to inviting 
them to his silver wedding celebration on 
March 6. 

Mr. L, Wilson, 20 Ripley Street, Ugbtdrffe, 
Halifax, HX3 8UA, would like to contact any 
landing craft men who were at Birdham in 
1943 and Aden in 1945, especially Bill Daval 
and Charley Gibbons. 

HMS Sydney: Mr. George H. Hilton, 23 
Alexandre Avenue, Wentworth Falls, New 
South Wales, Australia 2782, wants to hear 
from ex-RN members who transferred or 
were on a two-year loan from the RN to the 
RAN in 1948-49, and formed the ship's 
company of the aircraft carrier, HMAS 
Sydney 

HMS Ark Royal: Mr. P. E. Morrow, 56 St 
Maurice Road, plympton. Plymouth, Devon 
PL7 3NT, would like to hear from MEM 
Parish Skipper who served in the Ark Royal 
In 1975. 

Old Austrians of the south: Mr, T. B. 
Jones, 49 Wyeh Lane, Bridgemary, Gosport, 
Hants, tel. Fareham 282930, would like to 
hear from you with a view to forming a 
Southern Area branch 

HMS Jersey: Mr. J. V. G. Mills, 18 Picket 
Piece, near Andover, SPl 1 6LY, would like 
to hear from old shipmates of HMS Jersey. 

HMS Lyaendar: Mr. F. G Phillips, 17, 
Cobmead, off Storcecross Road, Hatfield, 
ALIO 0 JF, now a member of the Algerines 
Association, Is hoping to attract more ex- 
Lysanders to join him and the only other one. 


Channel Islands Liberation Force 135: 

Old comrades of Liberation Force 135 and 
members of the pre-1940 garrison are 
holding a reunion buffet in Guernsey on May 
8. Those interested contact Mr. E. A. 
Thomas, Channel Islands Occupation 
Society, 110 Fort George, Guernsey, tel. 
948-1-21143- 

Convoy Signalmen: A 40th-year week¬ 
end reunion for ex-convoy signalmen 
stationed at HMS Leigh 1939-45, will take 
place on Oct 4-5 at Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex. Details from Mr. S, Dulieu, 14 
Forrest Close, South Wcodham, Ferrers, 
Essex CM3 5NR. 

HM ships Bonaventure and Herawsrd 

(1941): A reunion of survivors, their rescuers, 
and families will taka place at the Royal Fleet 
Club, Plymouth, March 22, at 7.30 pm to be 
followed next day by a Palm Sunday service 
at 10.30 am at St Nicholas Church, HMS 
Drake. Advance notification should be sent 
to Mr. Weslay Wilton, Harrowbanow, 
Callfngton, Cornwall, tel. 0579-50230. Crew 
members of the Naiad, who shared 
manoeuvres, are also welcome. 

HMS FrobiBher: Reunion on Saturday, 
August 30. at the Royal SaJlore' Homo Club, 
Portsmouth, at £3 per head, guests wel¬ 
come. For details send stamped addressed 
envelope to Mr. Peter Gerrard, 13 Kimberley 
Drive, Lydney, Glos GL15 SAD, tel Dean 
43470. 

RNTT Mombasa, Kenya 1964-67: Per¬ 
sonnel who served in the first RN training 
team seconded to the Kenya Navy, and who 


OVER TO YOU 


PUgrimage: Mrs. Leonora Lambert, 24 
Jubilee Court, Nowton Road, Bury St 
Edmunds, IP33 2DD, booked to visit war 
graves on the island of Amboina in October, 
would like to meet or correspond with any 
widow going on the same jjaumey. 

Torpedo query: Mr Oskar Kaaloy, 
Skogsoy, 4500 Mandal, Norway, seeks help 
In tracing the submarine which fired a 
torpedo during the Second World War 
between Kristiansand and Mandal, Norway 
The number of the torpedo is 1122. It was 
found in 1970, and the warhead was 
detonated on the seabed, ft is believed to be 
a Mk 8. 

HMS Ivan hoe: Mr J. N. Gain, 22 Western 
Avenue, Dinnington, Sheffield, S31 7SL, is 
trying to trace a photograph of HMS Ivanhoe 
1937-40 (pennants D16, later 116). 

Altmark Record: Mrs. Margaret Dawe, 50 
Hermitage Woods Crescent, St Johns, 
Woking, GU21 1UE, is trying to locate copies 
of a record called "Altmark 1940,'' originally 
presented with the compliments of Oscar 
Deutsch, governing director, Odeon Theatres 
Ltd. 

HMS Newcastle: Mr, G J. Carter, 23 
Micheldever Road, Whitchurch, Hants, who 
served in HMS Newcastle 1957-58, asks 
help in replacing a lost certificate presented 
to the crew far “membership of the World 
Circumnavigation Club." 

Mnemonics: Lieut. Steve King, 
RNRCSCC), Greenwich Unit Sea Cadet 
Corps, Royal Naval College, Greenwich, 
SE10, is collecting examples of the Mne¬ 
monics recited in naval training days, and 
also asks if any have ever been published. 

1947 Act: Carol and Robin Mills, 62 
Ummer Lane, Felpham. Bog nor Regis, are 
interested in contacting any Servicemen who 
have had dealings with Section 10 of the 
Crown Proceedings Act 1947. 

Alrtwrne lifeboats: Mr, S, E. Daniels, 1 
Hill Cottages, Sandy Lane, Betton, Great 
Yarmouth, NR31 9LY, would welcome infor¬ 
mation from RN personnel who picked up 
survivors In airborne lifeboats, or who had 
any connection with these creft. 

HM5 Impregnable: Mr. N. Ambler, 5 
Westmoreland Avenue, Bridlington, YQ15 
2QG, Is seeking a copy of a group 
photograph of class V77, HMS Impregnable, 
taken in July 1943. 

HMS Charybdls: Ueut.-Cdr, J. L. Micbie, 
RN (ret), 18 The Thicket, Widiey, Ports¬ 
mouth, P07 5JL, researching the first and 
only commission of HMS Charybdls 1941 -43, 
would welcome contact with anyone who 
served aboard from the May to October 
1943, when the ship was sunk. 

HMS Atharstone: Mr. Ron Wills (ex- 
L'Sea), The Fire, Rolls Mill, Stumninsler 
Newton, Dorset, DT10 2HP, is trying to 
locate a picture of his old ship, HMS 
Atherstone, and would also like to contact 
any of the ship's company 1941-44. 

Liverpool visits; Sandra Gillett, who has 
helped organise social events for the ships" 
companies of HM ships Liverpool, Minerva, 
Brereton and Intrepid during recent visits to 
the city and plans further such events for 
HMS Boxer and HM submarine Warspite, 
writes to say ships with prospective visits 
would be- welcome to contact her at The 
Kingston Hotel, James Street, Liverpool L2 
7NX Tel. 051-236-7656. 

Ships' badges: Mr J H. Naisbitt, retired 


employee of Swan Hunter, is seeking 
suppliers of ships' badges who can produce 
three-inch diameter alabaster plaques or 
crests or HM ships Albion, Lion, Daring, 
Pel lew, Russell, Ark Royal and Illustrious. Mr 
Naisbitt, who worked on the building of those 
Ships, can be contacted at 103 Savory Road, 
Rosehilf, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear NE2S 
TEH. 

HM ships Loch Fada and Miner IV: Mr K. 

Laycock, 15 Struan Drive, Ashley Heath, 
Ringwood. BH24 2HD. is seeking photo¬ 
graphs and inform atton of visits made by 
these ships from Jan 1960 to Nov 1963 and 
from April 1959 to Jan 1960 respectively. Mr 
Laycock is researching tor a book on his 
naval career. 

"The Secret Navies” by Cecil Hampshire 
[last published 1980) is being sought by Mr 
A.F. Biurton, 38 Orchard Lane, Pilgrims 
Hatch, Brentwood, Essex CM15 9RE. Tel. 
0277-72677. He would be willing to buy a 
second-hand copy. 

'The Forgotten Fleet” by John Winton is 
being sought by Mr Charles Minett, 82 Marie 
Hill Parade, St Pauls, Cheltenham, Glos. 
GLSO 4LQ 

Exeter White Ensign Club welcomes all 
former and serving members of the RN, RM 
and WRNS- Open every day during normal 
licensing hours,, at Trinity House, South 
Street, Exeter, EXt 1 ED, tel. 0392-36673, A 
full programme of social activities is offored- 

Fl British Forces In the Korean War” is a 
fund-raising book to be produced next year 
by the British Korean Veterans Association. 
All proceeds will be in aid of the BKVAand a 
pre-publication order form Is available from 
Mr Ted Simpson (treasurer), SO Marriott 
Close, Feftham, Middlesex, TW14 9 PZ, tel. 
01-890-6579, Cost is E10.50 (El I SO for 
residents oulside ihe UK). A substantial part 
of the book will be devoted to the Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines Commandos. The BKVA 
also produce their official journal "The 
Morning Calm”. 

HMS Way land rescue: Mrs M. F. White, 
of 32 Priestley Way. Middleton-on-Sea, 
Bognor Regis, W. Sussex PG22 6RH, has 
two tasteful pin-up pictures presented to her 
husband after his key role in the towing of 
HMS Way land by HM tug Tenacity on 
October 15-18, 1946. An inscription is signed 
"Lieut. E, Tomer DSC RNR 1 ' and Mrs White 
offers them to someone who may have been 
connected with the operation. 

Mr Alan Coles, Centre for Journalism 
Studies, University College Cardiff, 69 Park 
Place, Cardiff, thanks readers who helped 
him compile "Flagship Hood’' and now seeks 
contributions for a book on naval anecdotes, 
fictional or factual, first or secondhand. Ali 
correspondents will be acknowledged. 

Zeebrugge Raid: Mr Harold Hart, of 12 
Aylqffs Walk, Emerson Park. Hornchurch, 
Essex, tel Hornchurch 72099, whose rather 
served in HMS Vindictive, seeks pictures, 
photographs and particularly an old litho¬ 
graph of this action. 

HMS Maylna, Ceylon: Mr John Lindop 
(bx-AB), Holly Bank, Duddon Common, nr 
Tarportey, CW6 OHG. one of a group of 
"career researchers" is seeking photographs 
of HMS Mayina in Ceylon, HMfDT 13 
(fighter direction ship), St Budeaux and 
Vicarage Road camps at Devonport, and a 
drifter lifting mines in Trinoo Harbour 1947. 


are interested In a reunion over the week¬ 
end of JuFy 19-20 at Annan, Dumfffeshire. 
contact: Hamish and Effle Kennedy, 
Queensbeny Antis Hotel, 47 High Street, 
Annan, Dumfrtesbire, Scotland, tel. 
04612-2024/2025. 

HMS Stygian: Wartime members of (he 
crew interested In a reunion, contact Mr. Don 
Pritchard, 10 Harihurstfield Park, Gloucester 
Road, Cheltenham, Glos. GL51 0S2 tel. 
Cheltenham 513106. 

Green Beret Royal Marines 
Association Dinner Dance on April 4 at the 
RM Barracks Deal, Kent. Tickets at £10 
available from Mr. J. W. Beech, 99 Hereson 
Road, Ramsgate, Kent. 

HMS Warwick: Survivors interested in a 
third reunion contact Mr. Bill Spear, 1 
Lyngford Road, Taunton, Somerset, tel, 
Taunton 09798. 

Tenth Destroyer RotSlte 1944-45: Fifty 
ex-ratings going on reunion trip to Britenny 
May 2-5, Spaces for 20 more. Contact Mr. 
John J. F. Bull, 8 Ttlbury Road, East Ham 
E6, London, tel. 01-471-5990. 

30th Entry RAF Halton Aircraft Appren¬ 
tices: Former members who transferred to 
the RN Fleet Air Arm in 1938-39, and 
interested in a reunion who have net been 
contacted write to Mr. Vic Phillips, 66 Fleet 
Way, Shatfleet, Isfa of Wight PQ30 4PP, tel, 
0983-7864O. 

21 at Destroyer Flotilla 1939-45: Those 
interested m a reunion in London in May, 
contact: Mr. N. White, HMS Blencathra 
Assn., White Hart Cottage, Bow, Devon El 7 
6 EX, tel. 03S33-52O. 

Hood Division 1946-50: Former aircraft 
artificer apprentices interested in a 40th 
anniversary reunion at Southsea in October 
contact Mr, J, Smith, 4 Abbeyfield Drive, 
Catisfiald, Fareham. Hants POtS 5PJ, tel. 
Titchfield 42571. 

56th Flotilla (Mad): Wartime survivors of 
MCB 656, 663 and MTB 655, interested in a 
reunion in May to meet former Lreul.-Cdre, 
Cornelius (Corny) Burke and Tommy Ladner 
of Vancouver, contact: Mr. Justin (Joss) 
Cowley, the Willows Farm, Smithy Lane, 
MawdesFey, nr, Orskirk, Lancs. L40 2QE, tel 
0704-822740. Stamped addressed envelope 
would be appreciated. 

HMS Sheffield: Survivors and families are 
holding a reunion on May 4 at the Royal 
Sailors' Home Club, Portsmouth. For details 
contact GPO McOafferty, 61 Billy Lawn Ave, 
Leigh Park, Havant, Hants PG9 5HL. 

HMS Middleton: Former members of the 
1940s Hunt-class destroyer (L74) interested 
in a reunion contact Mr 0 Way, 6 Lyndale 
Road, Park Gate, Southampton, tel. Locks 
Heath 6404. 

HMS Bellona: After 41 yearn, mambara of 
the former cruiser enjoyed a reunion onboard 
HMS President, In London. Ex-Bellonas who 
wish to keep in touch contact Mr. Arthur J. 
Willis, 83 Briar Road, Shapperton, Middle¬ 
sex, tel, Chertsey 64383, 

HMS Glamorgan: Reunion for members 
of the ship's company April-July 1982 to be 
held as Royal Sailors' Home Club, Ports¬ 
mouth, at 1936 on June 14 Those interested 
contact PQMEM McLaughlan, Traffic Control 
Office, Dreadnought Block, HMS Nelson, tel, 
Portsmouth Naval Base ext, 23900. 

HMS Glasgow Did Boys Association 
Reunion on August 2, with a buffet supper at 
the Victory Club, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth 
(tickets £5.50 each), followed on lhe Sunday 
by a service in St Ann's Church, Portsmouth 
Dockyard. For details and tickets contact Mr. 
D. Hay, 89 Royal Avenue, Hough Green, 
Widnes, Cheshire WA8 8HK, tef, 
051-424-7390. 

Association of Wrens Northern Area 

Reunion at Harrogate, May 16-18, to which 
all ex-Wrens are invited especially those 
living in the area. For details contact Mrs. J. 


ASSISTANCE 
TO AUTHORS 

HMS Ganges: information would be ap¬ 
preciated on the sailing ship at Mylor and its 
break-up at Plymouth, and or the Shotley 
establishment. Historical detail or stories of 
families would be welcomed by authors, cfo 
27 Beech Road, Mattock, Somerset. TA12 
6DT. 

G-cless submarines: Information sought 
by Mr A. Farley, 43 Conway Road, 
Han worth, Feltharn, Middlesex, TW13 6TE. 

Information on how the Navy Is fed is 
sought by Mr. G.W. Riaby, 14 Hamilton 
Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP3 9AL He is also 
seeking a 1936-39 BR S or a standard ration 
list of pre-war canteen messing. 

Service humour: Mr R. Qdg&rs, 
DWO(PSA), BFPO 36, part-time cartoonist, 
seeks humorous or bawdy stories for book. 
All material used win be acknowledged. 

Solicitor’s notice 

Hong Kong — January 1979: Would 
anyone having knowledge of an accident 
involving a young child who- fell from a wall at 
the rear of the British Military Hospital. Hong 
Kong, in January 1979, plea&e contact: 
Larcombe and Co., Solicitors, 1, Major 
Terrace, Seaton, Devon. Tel: Seaton 22594. 


Sudden, 13 Beech Grove, Harrogate HG2 

HM ships Dorsetshire, Cornwall and 
Hermes Survivors reunion! will take place at 
Simonstown, Gape Town, on April 9- Those 
interested in a Hermes survivors reunion in 
the UK contact Mr. D. J, Necrews, 12 
Uwyncethin Road, Gendros, Swansea SA5 
SAL. 

The Ganges Association fourth reunion 
takes place at Eurosports Village (site of the 
former HMS Ganges), on Saturday, May IQ. 
For details contact Mr. J. (Happy) Day, 6 
Church View, Newchurch, Romney Marsh, 
Kent TN29 ODZ. 

HMS Charybdls Survivors reunion at 
Shaftsbury Hotel, Liverpool, April 11-13. 
DetaHs from Mr. G. Robinson, 3 Irvine 
Terrace, New Ferry, Wlrral, Cheshire. 

HMS Brilliant (198(FB3): A past-Falklands 
reunion evening will take place at the Rcye 1 
Fleet Club, Plymouth, on Saturday, April 5 
(2000-2359), Tickets at £5 each available 
from CCMEA(L) Reg Briers, HMS Brave 
BFPO Ships tel 041-959-1207, exl 4787 
(confirm by March 26), 

HMS Paladin Association (1941-42), first 
annual general meeting takes place on 
Saturday, April 19, at the Union Jack Club, 
Waterloo, London at 1430 sharp, followed by 
a get-together in the forenoon and evening. 
All ships company members of P-elass 
destroyers and HMS Dorsetshire — survi¬ 
vors of which were picked up by the Paladin 
— are invited to join the association. For 
details contact Mr. Fred Plenty, 43 Syden¬ 
ham Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4QD, 
tel. 0276-424641. 

Eaton Half Officer Cadets annual reunion 
dinner in London on March 12. The Hall was 
used as an evacuation site tor Britannia 
Royal Naval Collage, Dartmouth and later as 
an Army officer cadet school in 1942-47. It 
has bean suggested that toe reunion should 
include former B8NC cadets. Contact the 
reunion secretary, Miss Sarah Jones, 12 
Great George Street, London SW1P 3AD. 

Weapons Mechanicians Association 
1986 reunion will take place on April 12-13 at 
the WOs' and CPOs' Mass. HMS Dolphin 
from noon onwards on (he 12th. For details 
contact CPO(WEA) Coates, Sonar Section, 
529 Building, HMS Collingwood, Fareham, or 
telephone, Collingwood, ext 262. 

HMS Sweet briar reunion April 11-12, Cliff 
Court Hotel, Bournemouth!. For details con¬ 
tact : Mr. R. A. Jarirtaway, 18 Churchfields, 
Twyford, Winchester, Hants S021 INN tel 
0962 713776. 


15: POMEM(L) — Int (18.7.84), Nil; 
LMEM(L} — 77, Nil; POWEM{0) — Dry, 2; 
LWEM(0) — Int (25.6.84), 5; POWEM(R) — 
int (10.12.85), 5; LW£M(R) — Int (3,8.64), 
Nil; POMEM(M)(SM) — 217, 7; 
LMEM{M){SM) - 181, 9; POMEM(LXSM»— 
Int (22.6.84), Nil; LMEM(L)(&M) — Int 

(7.11.84) , Nil; POWEM(OKSM) — Dry. 1; 
LWEM(O)fSM) — Int (10.2.64), Nil; 
POWEM(HK5M) — Dry. Nil: LWEM(HXSM} 

— Int (6.11.84), 1; POWTR — 142, 5; LWTR 

— Dry, 9; PO(SEA) — Int (14.6.85), Nil; 
POSA — 500 t 2; LSA — 237, 3: POCA — 
Int (£1.6.84), S: LCA — 374, 7; POCK — 
186, 10; LCK — 198 12; POSTD — 471, 4; 
LSTD — Int (19,6.84), 6: POM A — 465, 3; 
LMA — 270, 5. 

POAEMfM) — 327, 4; LAEM(M) — 369, 7; 
POAEM(WL) — Dry 2; LAEMfWL) — 330, 
6: POAEM(R) — 224, 2: LAEM(R) — 186, 3; 
POA(AH) — 104, 4; LA(AH) — 199, 4; 
POA(SE) — 463, Nil: LA(5E) — Int (16.3.84) 
1; POA(PHOT) — 807, Nil; POA(MET) — 
872, Nil; POACMN — 327, Nil 
POWREN CK — 465, Nil; LWfiEN CK — 
224, Nil; POWREN DHYG — 141, Nil; 
POWREN DSA — Int (5 6 84) Nil; LWREN 
DSA — 248, 1; POWREN (RADAR) — 359, 
1; LWHEN{RADAR) — 340, 2; POWREN 
REG — 355, Nil; POWREN RS — 141, 1; 
LWREN RO — 235, 5: POWREN $A — Int 

(21.2.85) , Nil: LWREN SA — 249. Nil. 
POWREN STD — 352, Nil; LWREN STD 

— 485. Nil; LWREN TEL — 398, Nil; 
POWREN ETS — (11.9.82), Nil; LWREN 
ET5 — 316. 2: POWREN WTR G — 291,1: 
LWREN WTR G — int (16 10.84) 4; 
POWREN WTR P — 336, 1; LWREN WTR 
P — 291, Nil; LWREN WTR S — Dry, Nil; 
POWREN AEMfM) — 346, Nil; LWREN 
AEM(M) — 375 t Nil; POWREN AEM(R) — 
Dry, Nil; LWREN AEM(H) — 242, Nit: 
POWREN AEM(WL) 60, Nil; LWREN 
AEMfWL) — 183, Nil: POWREN PT —- 493, 
Nil; POWREN WA — Int (18.9.85), 1; 
LWREN WA — Int (21.2,34), 1; POWREN 
MET — 625, Nil; LWREN MET — 449, Nil; 
POWREN PHOT — 640, Nil; LWREN PHOT 

— 317, NEE; PORGN — Fnt (1,5.85), 2; 
POEN(G) — 359, Nil; LEN(G) — 104, Nil. 

Since the formation of the ETS branch the 
roster tor POWREN ETS has bean run in 
strict Basic Date order, and any merit points 
awarded to former LWREN ED/TSA's hava 
been cancelled. This situation will remain 
until further nofice. 

The Basic Dates quoted tor the WRNS 
ratings in the following categories, which 
have no examination tor the next higher rate, 
are applied in accordance with BR 1066 
Chapter 22: 

POWREN QA — 369, 1; POWREN MT — 
742, Nil; LWREN MT — 629, Nil; POWREN 
TEL — 41 S p Nil, 


SD LIST 


WARRANT officers selected tor promotion to 
temporary acting sub-lieutenant have been 
named as follows: 

J. M. Watts, to temporary acting sub¬ 
lieutenant (SD)(E)(WE); J M. Doig and N. J, 
D. Enoksen (SD)(E)(WE$M); J, Griffiths, 
(SD)(E)(ME); D. Weaver (SD)(E)(MESM); G. 
Passmore (SD)(S)(W); and L. C. T, Garrett 
(SD)(S)(S). 

The promotion date is April 21, 1986, 
Details are in DCI (RN) 10/86. 


N.l. AWARDS 


AWARDS in recognition of distinguished 
service in Northern Ireland are announced as 
follows; 

Queen's Gallantry Medal — Cp| D. T, 

Smith, RM. 

Mention in Despatches — LWren (R) D. 
R. Allen, Capt. R. H. G, Fulton, HM, 
Lieut.-Col. P. T Stevenson, RM, and 
POAEA(M) M. A. Thomas. 



HATS FOR 
HEADCASES! 


AMAZING HATS - Parrot, Seagull, Frog, Toucan, 
Mushrooms, V Sign, Wings £9.95 
Headbanger, Donkey, Decorator, Guitar £13,95 
Fish, Buffalo Homs £10,50 Rude Toucans £15.95 
M Add 90p p&p per order, 

■ Send Cheque, P,0„ or Access 

■ Send S.A.E, for illustrated list 


SPORTSMAfL {Dept NN3), 

9A Wells Drive, London NW9 SDH 


S □ 

01*200 0674 


WHICH 
'SCHOOL?, 

' Independent Schools Informs 
\ lion Service ntfoi-s FREE hook of 
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FLOWERS BY POST 

perfect blooms picked fresh from 
Our nurseries and flown to the U,K, 
SINGLE PERFECT RED ROSE 
£3.75 □ 

10 CARNATIONS WITH FERN" 
£ 6.50 □ 

10 RED/ PINK/YE LLO W ROSES 
£9.50 □ 

Please tkk Ink 

All attractively arranged in si3k 
back sleeve with presentation 
card. Boxes flown daily to U K, 
only. Send cheque/RO., 
message to 

ISLAND BOUQUETS, 

LA BAIZE, VALE, GUERNSEY, Cl. 
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“I never dreamt Wimpey would give me £500 off a new home.** 


As a member of the armed forces you get 
£500 off any Wimpey home at any one of the 
nine sites below. 

And remember every Wimpey home comes 
with fitted carpets and curtains and a fully 


equipped kitchen including fridge, washing 
machine, oven and hob. 

And that little lot could save you another 
£70 a month on the ‘never, never’. You’re more 
than welcome at Wimpey anytime. 


PLYMSTOCK 

from £24,850t-£53,400t 


SHOWHOUSESJFORSALE| 

Beech Tor: Staddiscombe Road. Call Graham Beer 
(Plymouth 46226) about 1, 2, 3 and 4 bed houses, 

1 bed flats and 2 bed bungalows. 

TAMERTON 

from £24,350t-£32,470t 

Badgers Wood: Milford Lane. Call Carol Ruse 
(Plymouth 770153) about 1 and 2 bed homes, and 
1 bed flats. 


ROBOROUGH 

from £25,650t-£52,550t 

The Heathers: Woolwell Road. Call Kay Lendon 
(Plymouth 700652) about 1,2 and 3 bed houses. 


TORPOINT 

from £24,1S0t-f32,850t 

Rosedale: Trevorder Road. Call Lydia Whitting 
(Plymouth 813512) about the 1,2 and 3 bed houses. 


PORTCHESTER 

from £43,780t 

Commodore Road, Wicor Mill Lane. 

Phone Colin Kavanagh (0329) 231748 about 3 and 
4 bedroom houses and 2 bedroom bungalows at 
this exquisite shore site in a delightful village. 

WATERLOOVILLE 

from £56,965t 

Foxdale, Tempest Avenue, Waterlooville. 

Phone David Holste (Portsmouth 251972) about 
these 3 bedroom detached bungalows and 4 
bedroom detached houses. 

LEE-ON-SOLENT 

from £27,190t 

Siskin Park, Twyford Drive. Phone Dennis Figgins 
on Southampton (0705) 550542 about 1 bedroom 
flats, 1,2,3 and 4 bedroom houses. 

HAYLING ISLAND 

from £56,9651 

The Moorings: Manor Road, West Hayling. 

Phone Colin Kavanagh on Portsmouth 465644 
about 3 and 4 bedroom detached houses with 
garage and central heating. 


DRAYTON 

from £33,615t 

Prince Regents Park, Lower Drayton Lane. 
Phone Ron Eves (0705 326738) about 2, 3 and 
4 bedroom houses, 2 and 3 bedroom bungalows. 


Come and talk to the Home Buying Adviser on the 
development that is of interest to you. We’re open 
weekends and most weekdays from 10.00am to 5.15 pm. 
Outside normal opening hours phone Plymouth 
346341 or Southampton (0703) 474741. 


wimpey! 

WELCOME HOME” 


What House l 

BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY BUILDER 


{Minimum price excluding offers. 



WIMPEY WINS‘BLUE RIBAND' AWARD 
AND 7 CERTIFICATES OF MERIT IN 
THE EXPRESS NEWSPAPERS 
HOUSEBUILDER OF THE YEAR. 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NAVY NEWS, MARCH 1986 35 



OPERATORS 


■Tjvy/ 

T 

The Teem to Trust 


When you 
leave the 
Services... 


Hie 

Three Tees 
Agency Ltd 


Contact the Three Tees Agency 

and let your Service skills pay in Civvy Street 

The Three Tees Agency serves 6,000 companies and deals solely 
with vacancies for Telephone, Telex, and Teleprinter Operators. 

You can be sure of a warm welcome and free advice and guidance 
on employment prospects in the commercial world of 
Telecommunications. If you are rusty, we can give you the opportunity 
to brush up your operating and also familiarise you with commercial 
routines and equipment, and then guide you to the right job, 
permanent or temporary. In some cases resettlement courses are 
available for those seeking permanent employment in the Greater 
London area. 

Call, write or telephone 

110 Fleet Street EC4 01 -353 3611 
124 Regent Street W1 01 -734 0365 


% 



THE START OF 
SOMETHING NEW 

If you’re leaving the Services 
within the next 12 months and 
would like to start a new career 
consider GCHQ as a 

TRAINEE RADIO 
OFFICER 

If your trade of training involves Radio Operating you 
may wish to continue in the work you know and enjoy. 
Government Communications Headquarters can offer 
you a career in communications involving the very 
latest technology. It starts with 32 weeks thorough 
training to fit you for the post of Radio Officer with 
extremely interesting work, good salary, good 
prospects for promotion and also the opportunity for 
overseas travel. Add to this the security of working for 
an important Government Department and you could 
have the start of something new. 

The basic requirement for the job is 2 years’ radio 
operating experience or hold a PMG, MPT or MRGC. 

Registered disabled people are welcome to apply. 
Salaries start at £4,988 at age 19 to £6,028 at age 25 
and over during the training and then £6,832 at 19 to 
£8,915 at 25 and over as a Radio Officer. Increments 
then follow annually to £12,328 inclusive of shift and 
week-end working allowances. 

For full details and an application form 
phone 0242 32912/3 or write to: 



RecruitmentOffice.GovemmentCommunications Headquarters, 
Oakley, Priors Road, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire GL52 5AJ 


✓/£ 


EVERYONE SAYS THAT 
A SERVICEMAN HAS SOME 
SPECIAL QUALITIES " 

We agree/ As a company we like to employ staff with 
the broad experience gained from Service life. If you 
are planning to leave the Service and would like to 
discuss the opportunities of a fresh career with a 
modern Life Assurance Company — then please 
complete the coupon (Minimum Age 25): 



I am interested in a career with Windsor Life, please send me some details: 

| To: Services Liaison Manager, Windsor Life Assurance Company Ltd, 

Royal Albert House, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1 BE. Telephone: Windsor 68144 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


A secure career + 
management prospects 

Retiring soon? Then this is your golden opportunity to start a new 
career that is not only extremely rewarding but offers excellent 
prospects for promotion to management level. 

For the past 25 years part of our Company has been devoted to 
the requirements of those in the Armed Forces, not only as 
clients, but also as staff. We can offer you security and an income 
which will allow you to maintain and improve your standards of 
living. Our planned programme of expansion could include you. A 
great number of us are Ex-Servicemen and many have reached 
top management posts which are open to all. We are represented 
in all parts of the UK and West Germany and can accommodate 
you wherever you choose to live. Regretfully, we must impose an 
age limit of 24-45 unless personally recommended. 

To fulfil our plans, we shall need even more top line Associates so 
if you are planning for the future, have the determination to 
succeed through your own ability and would like to be part of a 
continuing success story, we would like to hear from you. 


Name 


Address.Telephone. 

Age.Due out. . 



Pioneer Mutual 

Insurance Company Limited 

Pioneer House, Coltishall, Norwich 
Norfolk NR12 7AG (0603) 737771 


BRIAK INTO 
SALES 

We are a major company in our field, manufacturing and selling the comprehensive 
UNI-FIX range of high quality fasteners to the building.and construction industries. 
Continued expansion of our product range has created further positions to be filled now. 
Initially, we offer a basic salary of £7980 p.a. or £7180 p.a. plus company car ( + 
London Weighting) with increased potential earnings through our commission and 
bonus schemes. In addition, we encourage accelerated promotion for the ambitious field 
sales executive. Training at our head office is followed by continuous field training in 
your own area with established customers. Free life assurance is an added benefit, plus 
company pension plan upon qualification. 

Commonsense, drive, and ambition are the keynotes. 

Whatever your previous background, if you are 24-38 years of age and hold a U.K. driv¬ 
ing licence, we will give your application immediate consideration. 

Please write with details of your background to: 

Sales Selection 
DOM HOLDINGS P.L.C. 

P.O. Box 6, Royston, Herts SG8 9JJ — Quoting ref. LV79 


JOINING CIVVY STREET? 

Then you need an expertly produced 
c.v. to help you get the job you want. 
For further details contact: J. Storm 

C.V. SERVICES 

44 London Road, Newbury, 
Berks RG13 1 LA 
or telephone (0635) 36336 


LEAVING THE SERVICE? 

How many others will apply for that ideal 
job? How few will be interviewed? How 
do you get on the short list? 

A professionally prepared CV will 
Improve your chances dra ma ti ca lly 
We are personnel professionals and know 
the information wanted and how to present 
It to command attention and respect. 
Write or telephone for Information (Ret. NN) 
CV PLUS, 90 London Roed, Salisbury 
Wilts. Telephone 0722 21395 




| NN /3 /B6 _ ^- 


PILOTS! 

Are you leaving the Service shortly? 

TRAIN WITH TRENT’ 

FOR ALL YOUR CIVILIAN LICENCES 

★ All types of flying training for fixed and rotary wing 

★ Full ground school courses for all CAA written examinations 

★ CPL Correspondence Course 

All Staff Instructors ex-Service — Resident Examiners 
Deferred payment terms — details on request. 

WeVould be pleased to advise you on civil licence requirments 

Trent 

Air Services 

CAA APPROVED 

CRANFIELD AIRFIELD, BEDFORD, ENGLAND MK43 0AL 
Telephone (0234) 751243 Telex 826178 



j Leaving the Service 

H(UI» 

Engineers, Technicians, Instructors, Tech. Authors, etc. ^ 

Step into the best paid jobs! 

We can provide positions for Forces trained personnel of all ranks. 
Our free, confidential and personal service provides prompt 
introductions to U.K..and overseas vacancies - often before they 
are advertised. 

If you are in your final year of service, complete the reply slip 
below or phone Ron Alderton for a consultation. 

NEW ERA SERVICES 

14Great Whyte, Ramsey, Huntingdon, Cambs. PEI7 ILL 
or phone Ramsey (0487) 813030 

Please send me a registration form for your Recruitment Service 

Rank.. 

i Name. 

Address.. 


OFF LICENCE \ 
MANAGEMENT 

EARN UP TO £200 PLUS P.W. 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

If you are about to leave the Service shortly, J. T. Davies & Sons Ltd. 
require couples aged 30 / 50, (ideally without dependent children), to 
manage some of their 80 shops in London and the Home Counties . 
Upon appointment to a branch pay will be 
approx. £165 p.w. plus free accommodation, 
plus commission plus bonus. Normal working 
hours approx. 10-2 p.m. and 5-9.30 p.m. 

During training you will be on relief work, 
using your own accommodation. A driving 
licence and car are essential. Training pay 
approx. £145 (couple) p.w. plus travel expenses 

Interviews held at Croydon, Surrey 
For an application form write to: 

Personnel Manager, J. T. Davies & Sons Ltd., 

7 Aberdeen Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 1EQ 


COMMUNICATORS 

Why not utilise your expertise in dwy street and in particular through your 
civilian attachment course. (B.R. 1797 refers). If in doubt consult your 
Education / Resettlement Officer. 

Colin Netherton (Ex. C.R.S.) will welcome your enquiries regarding civilian 
attachment employment and providing you can be spared will endeavour to 
arrange that you may have 28 days on the job training, giving you the all 
important commercial experience during the period allotted for your civilian 
attachment. 

DO NOT DELAY 

TELEPHONE 01-628-4704 

PRAMAVALE LIMITED 

Telecommunications Personnel Consultants 
6, Broad Street Place, Bloomfield Street, London EC2M 7AY 



START A PART 
TIME BUSINESS 
FROM home 

which may easily blossom into a 
full-time occupation, producing 
beautiful gold printed business 
cards, playing cards, matchbooks 
and novelty items. These are 
produced on a simple British made 
machine which can stand on a 
small table. A full professional 
system costs just £1,200 which 
can be taken on easy terms. Suc¬ 
cessful operators are taking over 
£300 weekly with no previous ex¬ 
perience. If you want a high 
income business with full backing, 
send a stamped addressed enve¬ 
lope for full details and samples to: 

Westwind Promotions 
132 Cunmor Hill 
Oxford OX2 9PH 

ALL EX-SERVICE 
ELECTRONICS 

COMPUTERS / 

RADAR / SONAR / 
RADIO CONTROL 
MECHS. AND ARTS, 
for Civvy Street Careers. 

Telephone 01-656 6931 

2 Reverse charges, and 
ANSAPHONE (eve.) or write 

JR Personnel, 267 Portland 
Road, London SE25 (Agy). 


ROYAL NAVAL RESERVE 
H.M.S. SOUTHWICK 

WANTED 

Ex-Royal Navy Tactical Com¬ 
munications Operators to join 
the (T) department at H.M.S. 
Southwick. Opportunities also 
exist for shore-based Plot and 
Communications personnel. If 
you are between 17V 2 and 35 
(45 for those with previous 
naval experience), live in the 
Portsmouth area, and seek a 
worthwhile and rewarding 
spare time activity fill in the 
coupon below and we will 
send you more information. 


The Commanding Officer 
H.M.S. SOUTHWICK 
Fort Southwick 
Near Fa reham 
Hants P017 6AR 

Please send me without 
obligation full details about 
joining the RNFVWRNR at 
H.M.S. SOUTHWICK 

Name: Mr./Mrs./Miss. 

Address. 


Date left R.N. and rate 
Date of birth.. 
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HELICOPTER MAINTENANCE & TRAINING SPECIALISTS 


Once you leave the Service, 

Fly out to Saudi Arabia 



Drop in on a high tax-free salary 


Bell Helicopter has been tasked by the Royal Saudi Air 
Force with the provision of helicopter maintenance and 
support services for a mixed fleet of Bell 205, 206 and 212 
Series Aircraft and Sikorsky SH-3D's. 

As a direct result, we can offer skilled tradesmen a 
variety of extremely rewarding opportunities with the team 
responsible for training RSAF personnel in aircraft servicing 
and maintenance. 

If you are about to leave the Service, consider one of 
these immediate one-year renewable assignments. 

TECHNICAL TRAINERS 

*c£17,100 pa tax-free 

You must be able to demonstrate that you've 
undergone formal IT training and have at least three years' 
classroom and OJT experience as well as six or more years' 
aircraft maintenance experience in one or more of these areas: 

★ AVIONICS ★ ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS ★ DYNAMIC 

COMPONENTS. Ref. B304/01. 


QUALITY CONTROL 

*c£17,100 pa tax-free 

You must have at least six years' aircraft maintenance 
experience, with the emphasis,on rotary-wing and held direct 
responsibility for maintenance standards for at least three 
years — for example, as a crew Chief or self-supervisory Senior 
Rate at Squadron or maintenance Unit level. Ref. B304/02. 

TECHNICIANS 

*c£16,600 pa tax-free 

You must have at least six years' aircraft maintenance 
experience, including rotary-wing, in one or more of these 
specialisations: 

★ AVIONICS and INSTRUMENTATION (digital and 

pitot static) 

★ COMMUNICATIONS ★ NAVAIDS and AFCS 

★ HYDRAULICS and PNEUMATICS ★ AIRFRAMES 

★ POWER PLANTS 

★ NDT (including crack detection, ultrasonics and 


vibration analysis) 

★ DYNAMIC COMPONENTS 
You must also have served the equivalent of a full 
civilian apprenticeship or hold either HNC/ONC, C&G or 
HM forces'equivalent. Ref. B304/03. 

Join us on a one-year renewable assignment and 
you'll have many benefits in addition to your tax-free salary. 
These will include: free medical care ★ free life and accident 
insurance ★ free bachelor accommodation and food 
★ excellent recreational facilities ★ substantial end-of- 
contract bonus ★ generous UK leave entitlement with free 
return flights. 


‘Salaries quoted here have been converted at the rate £1 =SR5.05. 


If you are about to leave the Service, or have recently 
left, find out more by contacting your Resettlement Officer 
or The Senior Contracts Executive, IAL, Aeradio House, 
Hayes Road, Southall, Middx UB2 5NJ. Tel: 01-574 5173. 
Please quote the appropriate reference. 


Manpower Services 


A MEMBER OF THE STC PLC GROUP 






Will your service 
experience match-up 
in the civilian world? 

Outside the Service, what does the 
future hold for you? 

If you have ability and the right 
aptitude, then we can help you find a 
worthwhile new career. 

Whatever your previous experience, 
rank or qualifications our aim is to 
provide jobs to suit all levels and 
abilities in management, administration, 
reception and security duties. We have a 
variety of posts available so if you are 
about to leave the Royal Navy, Army or 
Royal Air Force you would be well 
advised to register with us. 

Telephone 01-353 1125 

The C orps 

of Commissionaires 


A unique employment service based on trust 


3 Crane Court 
Fleet Street 
LONDON 
EC42EJ 


unu ui Beuast, Birmingham, Bristol, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, 
Manchester and Newcastle. nn3 



Swan Hunter Shipbuilders Limited 


Weapons Liaison 
Manager 

Swan Hunter Shipbuilders Limited is one of the country’s 
leading Shipbuilders and as part of our plans for future 
development we now need an experienced professional to 
make a substantial contribution to our warship and fleet 
auxiliary construction capabilities. 

Working closely with technical and production 
departments you will advise on the overall weapon system 
design, installation and commissioning to meet the stated 
requirements. 

Experience of modern advanced weapon systems is 
essential, as is experience on M.O.D.(N) contracts or R.N. 
operations, to provide good working knowledge of systems 
design and equipment. 

A progressive salary structure is in operation, together 
with a full range of benefits associated with a large organisation, 
including relocation assistance, where appropriate. 

Applicants, male or female, should write for an 
application form and job description to: 

Mr. J.V. Spencer, Manager - Manpower Resources, 

Personnel Department, 

Swan Hunter Shipbuilders Limited, 

Wallsend Shipyard, Wallsend, 

Tyne & Wear, NE28 6EQ. 
Telephone Tyneside 091 262 8921, 
Extension 3613. 
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Shooting stars make it five 


in a row 

FOR THE fifth consecutive year the WRNS retained the 
Women’s Inter-Service smallbore rifle championships, held at 
the snowbound WRAC training centre at Guildford. 


BY THE time this column 
is printed the Inter-Service 
hockey championships will 
have been held and we will 
know whether the Royal 
Navy Under 21s retained 
their junior title and 
whether the good run of 
results achieved by the 
seniors in the New Year 
have been climaxed by 
their first title since 1980, 
writes Brian Lupton. 

Looking at their results, it 
would appear that the juniors 
are a little weaker than usual 
— although the annual Mid¬ 
lands tour will give the new 
management team of CPO 
Wayne Shirley (manager, 
HMS Collingwood) and Cpl 
Alan White (coach, HMS 
Centurion) the chance to whip 
the squad into shape. 

Stiffest build-up fixture was 
a day in the West Country 
when the team played West 
Schools in the morning and 
Somerset U-21s in the after¬ 
noon. The results were 10—0 
and 7—0 defeats. 

OXFORD 

Oxford University were the 
first to suffer as the senior 
team made its mark. LWEM 
Terry Spinks (Cochrane) and 
AEM Paddy Moffat (Heron), 
2, scored in the 3—1 defeat of 
the students. Next day British 
Police were on the receiving 
end of a 3—0 beating. 

This time a brace of goals 


Good results 
boost squad 
confidence 


Huskey 

from CPOMEA Graeme 
Mather (Sultan) and one from 
Sub-Lieut. Robert Logan 
(Daedalus) did the trick. 

On the following Sunday, 
Sussex took the lead through a 
penalty stroke, only for Terry 
Spinks to equalise in a similar 
way. That’s how the score 
remained until Sussex netted 
with two minutes to go from a 
debatable penalty corner. 

CAMBRIDGE 

Next game also resulted in a 
defeat, by two goals to nil at 
the hands of Cambridge 
University. 

Incidentally, on the same 
day the RAF were taking 65 
minutes to break down the 
Oxford defences before run¬ 
ning in two goals. 

Since then both the Wilt¬ 
shire and London University 
games have been casualties of 
the weather. 

The seniors were winding 


up their preparations for the 
Inter-Service tournament with 
fixtures against Hampshire 
and the Civil Service either 
side of a weekend in Cheshire 
when the Army and the Royal 
Navy each play Bowden and 
Brooklands. 

LOSERS 

A check on last season’s 
results reveals that the Navy 
lost 0—8 to Oxford, 0—7 to 
British Police, 0—5 to Sussex 
and 1—4 to Cambridge. So 
confidence is especially high, 
as last year the seniors went 
on to beat the RAF 2—0 and 
only lost 0—1 to the Army. 

In the Midi Ships Cup, 
HMS Arethusa had a com¬ 
fortable 5—0 win over HM 
submarine Sceptre when 
CMEM Casey Fernandez, 
WEM George Foreman, SEA 
Nick Carter, AB Hec Hoyle 
and WEM Ped Bath scored. 
In the local Plymouth Area 
cup, they themselves were 
beaten 5-—0 by BRNC Dart¬ 
mouth in an 11-goal match! 


Consistent shooting from the 
WRNS team, who have won the 
title 19 times in the past 29 
years, made a score of 1,916 out 
of a possible 2,000. The WRAF 
were second with 1,915 and the 
WRAC took third place with 
1,901. 

The Newcombe Trophy was 
won by the captain of the team, 
Second Officer Cathy 
Watterson (Birmingham 
Careers Office) and the WRNS 
Medal was presented to PO 
Wren Sue Craddock, a tele¬ 
phonist on secondment to 
SHAPE. 

Cathy, who has been secre¬ 
tary and captain fey four years, 
and regrettably leaves the Ser¬ 
vice in the summer, was particu- 

HARD 

PAYS 

WINS over London University 
(12— 7) and Brighton Shiverers 
(10—6) rewarded the hard work 
that the small RN water polo 
squad has been putting in under 
new coach CCMEA Terry 
Holder (Culdrose). 

Strength of the squad has 
been sapped by the absence of 
key players, including the Royal 
Marines contingent. 

Consequently, the depleted 
Navy team did very well to 
finish third last month behind 
Royton and the RAF in the 
annual Coventry invitation 


Smallbore 
target rifle 


larly pleased to leave on a 
winning streak. Her position 
will be filled by Sue Craddock. 

The WRNS reserve team, 
determined not to be left out, 
also won their event. Taking 
part were Wren Carole Watson 
(HMS Raleigh) and Wren 
Diane Riggall (RM Deal), who 
both scored 189 out of a pos¬ 
sible 200. Wren Riggall took the 
sport up just a year ago and 
Wren Watson was selected as 
the Young Sportswoman of 
1985. 

WORK 

OFF 

Water pole 


tournament involving the top 
ten clubs in the country. 

Five Navy players — LPT 
Micky Flaherty (Heron), Lieut. 
Rob Heatly RM (CTC), Sub- 
Lieut. Phil Walter (Manadon), 
WEA Gary Brickley (Colling¬ 
wood) and POMEM Ian Mair 
(Sultan) — have been included 
in the Combined Services squad 
to take part in the NATO 
services tournament at 
Fountainbleu, France from 
March 17 to 22. 


MARCH 

1 — Football: RN Youth v Army Youth 
(Portsmouth). 

1-2 — Netball: RNWNA v East Dorset 
(HMS Dolphin). 

2 — Target rifle: RNTRC v Nat West 
(Tlpner); Hockey: RN v Leicestershire 
U-19 (Loughborough). 

3 — Indoor hockey: RNWHA v South¬ 
ampton (Eastleigh). 

3-5 — Hockey: Inter-Service 
tournament. 

8 — Sailing: Invitation Cup Match (Nat 
West Bank) (Wraysbury); Rugby: RN v 
Army (Twickenham); Equestrian: 


Fixtures 


Crookham Horse Trials; Athletics: CS v 
ECCU (RAF Halton). 

9 — Target rifle: RNTRC v Wandsworth 
RC (Blsley). 

10 — Hockey: RN(W) v Civil Service 
(Portsmouth). 

12 — Rugby: RN v Roundhay (Leeds). 
15 — Hockey: RNWHA v Cornwall 
(Plymouth). 

15-16 — Sailing: RN ARMY/RAF/Civll 
Service (Victory Trophy) (Littleton). 


16 — Hockey: RNWHA v Devon 
(Plymouth). 

19 — Football: RN v Army (Aldershot). 
15-16 — Netball: RNWNA v Metropolitan 
Police (HMS Dolphin). 

17 — Indoor hockey: RNWHA v Win¬ 
chester (Eastleigh). 

12-14 — Hockey: RNW Inter-Service 
Championships (Portsmouth). 

19 — Swimming: RN v Western 
Counties (HMS Heron). 

22 — Rugby: RN v RAF (Twickenham); 
Football: CS Youth v English Schools 
(Warwickshire); Cycling: Hilly time trial 
(Shawbury). 



ROYAL NAVY veterans 
showed the way at the Inter- 
Service squash championships at 
Lee-on-Solent Lawn Tennis and 
Squash Club, defeating the 
RAF 4 —1 and the Army 3—2 
in a most thrilling encounter. 

Cdr. Robin Bawtree won 
both his games as first string, 
and Lieut.-Cdr. Mike Benson 
also won both his games. Cdr. 
Phil Pool won against the RAF, 
as did Cdr. Mike Sauvage and 
Lieut. Brian Gibbs. Others in 
the squad were Lieut.-Cdr. Nick 
Alves and Brian Donnachie. 


A weakened Under 25 team 
lost 5—0 to the RAF but took 


Squash 


the Army desperately close 
before going down 2—3. On the 
final day the Army turned over 
the much-fancied RAF 3—2. It 
was so close to being a three- 
way tie. 

Army domination of the 
senior event continues into its 
13th year, but all credit to 
Lieut. Bill Johnson and the 
fighting spirit of his team, which 
contested every match with con¬ 
siderable courage and outstand¬ 
ing sportsmanship. 

Final positions were: U-25 — 1 , Army; 2, 
RAF; 3, RN. Senior — 1, Army; 2, RAF; 3, 
RN. Veterans — 1, RN; 2, Army; 3, RAF. 


22-23 — Tennis: Inter-Services B (RAF 
Hatton). 

23 — Cycling: Med. gear time trial 
(Shawbury); Target rifle: RNTRC v 
Manydown (Blsley). 

25 — Football: CS Youth v FA Colts 
(Aldershot). 

26 — Football: RN v RAF (Portsmouth). 

28- 29 — Modern Pentathlon: National 
triathlon (Crystal Place). 

29 — Modern Pentathlon: Regional 
triathlon (Sherborne). 

29- 30 — Tennis: ‘B’ toam champion¬ 
ships (RAF Hatton). 

28-31 — Hockey: Islanders Festival 
(Portsmouth). 




The end 
ofyourNaval 
career 

Butnot 
the end of 
theservice 
environment 


For more than 50 years, Airwork 
Limited has provided technical 
support and training services for 
the British and overseas 
governments, international 
organisations, scientific bodies, 
private industry, civil aviation and 
military and naval authorities. 

The Airwork Limited workforce is 
approximately 3,000 and consists 
predominantly of ex-Service 
officers and technicians: 
a greatmany of whom 
have made theircareer 
with the Royal Navy or the 
Fleet Air Arm. Your Service 
qualifications and 
experience are 


your passport to starting an 
interesting civilian career with a 
successful and internationally 
renowned company. 

If you are planning to leave the 
Navy in the near future, why not 
make the transition to civilian life 
gradually - by writing to Airwork 
now. 

Apply in writing for further 
details to: 

The Company Personnel 
Manager, Airwork Limited, 
^\ky Bournemouth-Hurn Airport, 
d/ifi Christchurch, Dorset. 
BH23 6EB. / 


9 
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Army made 
to battle 
for crown 

THE ARMY retained the Inter-Service team boxing championship by beating the 
Royal Navy six bouts to four at Aldershot on February 6. For much of the evening, 
however, they looked like losing their title or, at best, having to share the spoils. 


VETERAN cyclist 
CMEA(M) Mike Merchant 
has been voted winner of 
the prestigious NATO 
Trophy — the Royal 
Navy’s Sportsman of the 
Year award — by mem¬ 
bers of the RN and RM 
Sports Control Board. 

Marchant, individual 
winner of 14 Inter-Service 
events and inspiration of 
the successful Navy 
cycling team, narrowly 
pipped international 
athlete Lieut. Chris 
Robison. Golfer Lieut-Cdr. 
Malcolm Edmunds was 
third. 

The Sports Control 
Board Cup for the team of 
the year went for the 
second time in three years 
to the RM free-fall para¬ 
chutists, who set new 
British and European day 
and night stack records, 


MIKE 

GETS 

VOTE 


equalled the world stack 
record of 23 parachutists, 
and won a canopy-full of 
medals at the national 
relative work champion¬ 
ships. 

The Navy cyclists were 
second, and the RN 
Women’s smallbore rifle 
team and the Naval Air 
Command rlgle team were 
joint third. 


With the Army confi¬ 
dently expected to sweep the 
Navy aside after hammering 
the Royal Air Force 10—0, 
it was the lads in dark blue 
who took everyone by 
surprise. 

So fiercely did the “little” 
men fight, that the Navy led 
4—1 at one stage, and the Army 
were staring defeat in the face. 
But in the best traditions of this 
marvellous annual confrontation 
they came storming back to win 
the next five bouts. 

The Navy’s first five were 
magnificent, and outstanding 
among them was MNE Dave 
Robb. He shrugged aside last 
season’s defeats by DVR Neil 
Haddock to outpoint the Army 
and Wales lightweight with a 
text-book display of long-range 
boxing. 

CK Dave Pope (bantam¬ 
weight) also won in the most 
impressive fashion, knocking 
out the classy LCpl Keith 
Howlett five seconds before the 
end of the first round. Howlett 
stopped moving just twice, and 
that was long enough for Pope. 
On the first occasion he almost 
cut Howlett in half with a left 
hook to the body. 


Bob 

Thompson 

THE DEATH of Lieut.-Cdr. A. 
R. V. Thompson MBE RN 
(retd) has robbed Royal 
Navy sport, and Navy 
boxing in particular, of one 
of its most committed 
enthusiasts. 

Bob Thompson died on 
February 11 at the age of 59. 
He retired in May 1976 but 
continued until recently to 
administer boxing and other 
sports in the Navy. 

His dedication to the RN 
Boxing Association, of 
which he was secretary and 
treasurer, was rewarded 
during the late Seventies 
and early Eighties by one of 
the most successful periods 
in naval boxing history. 

A memorial match for Bob 
will be held in St Ann’s 
Church, Portsmouth Naval 
8ase, at 1130 on March 24. 


Boxing 


punch from FUS Errol Holder, 
a contest the Army had to win. 

MNE Phil Nicholson at light- 
middleweight never stopped 
chasing RFN Tony Velinor, but 
had no real defence against 
Velinor’s superb counter- 
punching. 

If the final result turned on 
one contest, it was probably the 
middleweight bout between SA 
Andy Chambers and new re¬ 
cruit PTE Nnamdi Samuels, a 
London ABA finalist last year. 

Chambers, despite a public 
warning for holding, consis¬ 
tently outscored Samuels and 
was more aggressive. But the 
judges awarded the contest 
unanimously to Samuels. 

Light-heavyweight MNE 
Steve Heryet could not lift his 
pace sufficiently to beat the 
mediocre FUS Danny Coyle, 
and LMEM(M) Mick Ford did 
well to survive his heavyweight 
debut against the formidable 
Cpl Horace Miles. 

RN 7, RAF 3 

THREE impressive debuts high¬ 
lighted the Royal Navy’s 7—3 
win over the Royal Air Force in 
HMS Nelson on February 20, 
all featuring youngsters who 
have much to offer Navy boxing 
in the future. 

SEA Dale Randle (Dolphin) 
earned a majority points 
decision at flyweight, WEM 
Tony Westwood (Collingwood) 
won well at light-middleweight, 
and SEA Quentin Shillingford 
(Dolphin), although beaten on 
points by Inter-Services light¬ 
weight veteran Steve Snagg, 
revealed an abundant talent. 

Add to that another com¬ 
manding performance by MNE 
Dave Robb (Comacchio Coy), 
surely the most improved boxer 
in all three Services; a much 
more committed MNE Steve 
Heryet (40 Cdo) at light- 
heavyweight; and inside- 
the-distance wins for MNEs 
Colin Day (Centurion) and 
Peter Waights (RM Plymouth). 

CK Dave Pope (Culdrose) 
was given a walkover at ban¬ 
tamweight, SA Andy Chambers 
(Vernon) lost on points at 
middleweight, and heavyweight 
LMEM(M) Mick Ford (Boxer) 
was stopped in the third. 



PROUD moment for SEA Quenton Shillingford (HMS Dolphin) as he receives his trophy 
from Henry Cooper after winning the NABC lightweight title at the Grosvenor House Hotel. 

Picture: Mike Roberts 


Chris speeds 
to 6th title 

LIEUT. Chris Robison won the RN cross 
country championships at HMS Raleigh 
on February 7 by three seconds from 
Lieut. Terry Osborne, and in doing so beat 
the record five Navy titles achieved by 
Lieut.-Cdr. Danny McFadzean. 

Four inches of snow fell in blizzard 
conditions before the races, and the start 
was made in almost whlte-out conditions. 

A veteran race was held for the first 
time and won by Plymouth. Individual 
winner was CCPO Waddingham (Air), 
followed by Lieut.-Cdr. Guy (Plymouth). 

Wren Gale (Portsmouth) was the first 
Wren home, gaining revenge over POPT 
Grace who had beaten her in the Ports¬ 
mouth Command championships. Ports¬ 
mouth retained the WRNS trophy. 

Individual winner of the junior race was 
Mid. Tangye (BRNC), two minutes ahead 
of JMNE Booth (CTC). The Royal Marines 
took the team title. Naval Air Command 
won the senior team trophy, with Ply¬ 
mouth squeezing Portsmouth out of 
second place. 


Rugby 

Freeze trims 
fixture list 

FROZEN pitches have put paid to two of the 
Royal Navy’s outings as they prepared for 
the Stewart Wrightson match against the 
Army at Twickenham on March 8 and the 
RAF encounter on March 22. 

Only the game against Leicester at Welford 
Road on February 26 remained for the selector to 
do his stuff. 

The fixtures against Glamorgan Wanderers and 
the Civil Service were both victims of the big 
freeze, so the last time the Navy were in action was 
against Oxford University at Burnaby Road on 
February 5. 

THREE TRIES 

That encounter ended in a 14—16 defeat for the 
Senior Service, despite the fact that they scored 
three tries to one. Glyn Wood, Barry Howarth and 
Andy Kellett all crossed the line, one of which 
Gerry Price converted, but had no answer to the 
boot of student fly-half Ashley Johnson. He kicked 
three penalties and a drop goal and scored a try. 

At the end of January the Navy made all the 
running in defeating Cambridge University 13—6 
at Grange Road. 


GLOUCESTER SLIDE IN 


The Army boy beat the count 
and counter-attacked bravely. 
But Pope’s next left hook 
caught him flush on the chin. 
End of contest. 

Royal Marines Colin Day 
(featherweight) and Peter 
Waights (light-welter) both 
looked ring rusty but won be¬ 
cause they simply would not 
entertain the thought of defeat. 
Neither moved or punched with 
any crispness, but made sure of 
their decisions by non-stop 
aggression. 

AB(M) Tony Martin lost the 
opening flyweight contest to the 
accomplished SPR John 
McLean, but boxed as well as 
he has ever done in a Navy vest. 
Although McLean deservedly 
won a unanimous points 
decision, he was considerably 
more bruised and pressurised 
than Martin at the final bell. 

New Navy welterweight MNE 
Karl Jones was stopped in the 
first round by a crushing body 


AFTER beating Cornwall 
1—0 in their opening South 
West Counties champion¬ 
ship match, the Royal Navy 
soccer team were literally 
frozen out by Gloucester¬ 
shire on a pitch that would 
in parts have made a good 
ice rink, write Jack 
Sheppard. 

The match, at Burnaby Road, 
Portsmouth, was in doubt until 
the last minutes, but good work 
by the ground staff allowed the 
referee to give the go-ahead. 

A back-pass by Budge Rogers 
was intercepted by Gloucester 
City striker Norman Bell after 
just three minutes to give the 
visitors a lead they held despite 
the most intense naval pressure. 

Steve Johnson (Dryad) 


Soccer 


blasted over the bar, and John 
Rich (CTCRM) fired in a shot 
that rebounded off the Glouces¬ 
tershire goalkeeper’s face. 

LPT Fred Pickering (Warrior) 
scored the only goal of the game 
against Cornwall after an excel¬ 
lent cross from Andy Grace 
(Haslar). Back in goal for the 
Navy was former Scottish Foot¬ 
ball League and Combined Ser¬ 
vices ’keeper Tony Miklinski, 
who was a regular member of 
the Navy side until his appoint¬ 
ment to the Royal Marines took 
him off to Norway during the 
heart of each season. 

He soon showed he has not 
lost his touch by saving a 
penalty. 

On the same day, the RN 


Youth team drew 2—2 with 
Cornwall Youth. 

Consistent goal-scorer John 
Rich was on target against the 
Civil Service at Chiswick in 
pouring rain and high winds. 
The match ended in a I—1 draw 
although the Navy had their 
chances to clinch it in the 
second half. 

SENIOR DEBUT 

Manager Lieut.-Cdr. Chris 
Brady brought in Youth team 
player WEM McKane (An¬ 
dromeda) for his senior debut, 
and gave App Daisy Adams 
(Sultan) a third outing in goal. 

Rich was on the scoresheet 
for Combined Services in their 
2—1 victory over Lough¬ 
borough University, a match 
made possible by their all- 
weather pitch. Games against 


the Football Association and 
Aldershot Town were frozen 
off. 

Also involved against Lough¬ 
borough were MNE Shiner 
Wright (CTCRM), Cpl Tiv 
Lowe (RM Poole), LPT Mark 
Williams (Neptune) and LPT 
Mac McCarthy (Dolphin). 

As Navy News was going to 
press, the Navy was playing 
Wiltshire at Swindon and 
Somerset at Taunton. The 
Filter-Services matches are on 
March 19 against the Army 
(Aldershot, 1430 kick-off), and 
March 26 against the RAF 
(Burnaby Road, 1930). 

On March 1 RN Youth play 
Army Youth at Burnaby Road 
(1100), and on March 4 Com¬ 
bined Services take on the 
French Armed Forces at Aider- 
shot (1930). 


Fleet sport 

Bristol 

is first 
winner 

HMS BRISTOL defeated HMS 
Glamorgan by 14 points to six 
to win the 1986 Maxi-Ships 
rugby final, the only Fleet com¬ 
petition to be concluded so far. 

Glamorgan were ahead by 
two penalties to a dropped goal 
at the interval, but Bristol 
stormed into the lead with 
second half tries by WEM Tony 
Stevenson and LPT Ivan 
Torpey. 

Finalists in the Maxi football 
competition are the Glamorgan 
and HMS Ark Royal, who are 
hoping to meet at Portsmouth in 
April. 

The Maxi hockey has reached 
semi-finals stage, with HMS 
Intrepid (3—2 winners over the 
Bristol) due to play the Glam¬ 
organ and HMS Illustrious 
drawn against sister carrier Ark 
Royal. 

Midi and Mini competitions 
are not so advanced. HM ships 
Alacrity, York, Juno, Edin¬ 
burgh and Rothesay are still in 
the Midi rugby, and Ariadne, 
Euryalus, Rothesay, Yarmouth, 
Edinburgh, Manchester, 
Phoebe, Galatea and Brazen 
are left in the soccer. 

Arrow 
tops 
21 Club 

HMS ARROW won the six- 
a-side soccer and hockey com¬ 
petitions at the first sports 
Olympiad held by the six ships’ 
companies of the 4th Frigate 
Squadron at the Brickfields, 
Plymouth. 

HMS Alacrity won a surprise 
victory in the rugby sevens, 
while HMS Amazon came 
second in all three sports. HMS 
Ambuscade was away at sea for 
the day but managed to land a 
14-strong team to take part. 

It is hoped to hold the “21 
Club Games” on a regular basis 
for the Devonport-based 
Amazon-class frigates of the 
squadron. 

HMS Avenger inaugurated a 
new 21 Club “Jogger of the 
Walk” trophy by completing a 
100-mile relay in awful weather 
at the Brickfields in lOhrs 55min 
53sec. Fastest of the 100 jog¬ 
gers, who each ran four laps, 
was CPOMEA John Gourlay 
with a time of 5min. 18scc. 

Bobbers 
hit by 
avalanche 
threat 

THREAT of an avalanche 
caused by exceptionally bad 
weather brought about the can¬ 
cellation of the Inter-Services 
bobsleigh championship at 
Cervinia in Northern Italy. 

But the Navy squad did get in 
ten days of valuable training 
before the weather broke, and 
this should stand them in good 
stead for next year’s 
competition. 

In fact, Navy riders managed 
to win twice as many trophies as 
the Army and the RAF com¬ 
bined — thanks to the local 
tourist board! They awarded 
cups for the most entertaining 
and courageous performances to 
Lieut. Chris Barrows, LMEA 
Jan Otterson and LMA Steve 
Richie. 

Lieut. Peter Mason won the 
prize for the best novice driver. 

Athletes interested in joining 
the squad next year should 
contact Lieut. Mason on HMS 
Sultan ext. 2680. It is stressed 
that very strong nerves and an 
exceptional level of physical 
fitness are essential in prospec¬ 
tive squad members. 
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Air Command 


NAVAL AIR COMMAND skiers 
dominated the RN champion¬ 
ships at St Johann In the 
Austrian Tyrol, winning the 
individual, Command, ships’ 
race and establishment titles, 
and completely shattering the 
hold that the Royal Marines 
have had on this event for the 


past 13 years. 

Lieut. Nick Brewer 
(Daedalus) won the overall 
individual trophy, while Mid. 
Tom Wilson (BRNC) took the 
Division I individual honours, 
and Lieut. John Toon 
(Daedalus) the Division II title. 

Brewer, Toon and LAEM 


HOSTS 

TRAIL 

IN 

ITALY 


IN WEATHER conditions that ranged from the 
sublime to the nearly ridiculous, the British Services 
international ski championships took place in 
Courmayeur, Italy, from February 2 to 6. 


bmard 


sweeps 

Nick Griffin formed the Naval 


Air Command team, and with 
Lieut.-Cdr. Peter Legge also 
took HMS Daedalus to victory 
in the establishment Giant 
Slalom. RNEC Manadon were 
second. 

HMS Gannet-based 819 
Naval Air Squadron won the 


ships’ Giant Slalom with 820 
NAS (Culdrose) second. 819 
were represented by Lieut. 
Peter Herridge, AEM Richard 
Allan and Lieut.-Cdr. James 
Rapp. 

POWren Lorraine Twine 
won the women’s 
competition. 


The Royal Navy Alpine ski team at Courmayeur. From left to right are MNE 
Tim Salet, LAEM(M) Nick Griffin, LCpI Graeme Golightly, MNE Billy Hunter, 
Lieut. Randolph Churchill, Lieut. Nick Brewer, Capt Richard Madeley and 
Mid Tony Wilson. Madeley, In the team for the eighth time, won the trophy 
for the best Navy skier. Picture by George Konlg. 


Army women 


lead the way 


FOR THE first time the women’s Inter- 
Services ski championships were held in 
conjunction with the men’s event in 
Courmayeur, Italy. There was no Downhill, 
but the ladies hotly contested the two slalom 
disciplines, both of which were run over the 
same courses as the men. 


After the Giant Slalom the Army ladies were 
leading the RAF, followed by the Royal Navy. Capt. 
Caddick (WRAC) quickly established a commanding 
lead, pursued by Cpl. Stephanie Robinson (RAF). 


FIFTH PLACE 


LWren Val Hodgkinson was the fastest Navy 
skier, finishing in fifth place, with team captain 
POWren Lorraine Twine in eighth. LWren Carol 
Strong, with very little experience on skis, did 
extremely well to complete the two runs. 

The Special Slalom was also dominated by 
Carolyn Caddick. Lorraine Twine put in two 
excellent times to finish fifth, followed by Val 
Hodgkinson in 11th place. 


NO SURPRISE 


Final combined results contained no real surprises, 
the Army winning with the RAF second and the 
Royal Navy third. Carolyn Caddick won the 
individual title for the fifth consecutive year, with 
LCpl Anita Burns (WRAC) second and Cpl 
Stephanie Robinson third. 


Lorraine Twine led the Navy in sixth place, 
followed by Val Hodgkinson (ninth), Third Officer 
Helen Manning (11th), Wren Janet Morlcy (12th) 
and LWren Jane Bush (13th). 



rMARINES SLIP UP 


A WRONG choice of wax and skis in the second 
leg of the Inter-Service event at the Army and UK 
Nordic skiing championships at Zwiesel, Bavaria, 
cost the Royal Marines dear. 

Excellent shooting had helped Cpl. Tony 
McLeod, MNE Leat and MNE Andrew Nash take 
a lead of 4min. 24.60sec. over the Army in the 
national 20k. biathlon, the first leg of the Inter- 
Services. 

But in the 15k. cross-country, normally the 
Marines’ stronger event, a wrong choice of wax 


and skis cost them the title. In difficult conditions 
in which air temperatures ranged from - 3 degrees 
C to +8, the Army finally won by 2min. 19.49sec. 

45 Commando won impressively with a maxi¬ 
mum shooting score in the Military Patrol Race, 
and also won the 10k cross-country relay. 42 Cdo 
were fourth out of the 42 starters in the 10k relay 
and eighth out of 26 in the patrol race. 

McLeod (42 Cdo) won the UK national and 
Army 10k biathlon sprint event, with MNE John 
Spotswood (45 Cdo) sixth and Leat (42 Cdo) ninth. 


That champagne feeling . . . 



There is no doubt how the Royai Navy cresta team planned to celebrate their Inter-Services 
victory at St Moritz! From left to right are Robin Tatam, Rob Andrews, Andy Jeffrey, Steve 
Trotter, Ed Nuzum and Graham Ainge. 


Cresta 

men 

make 

history 


Once again the event was 
sponsored by Hill Samuel 
Investment Services, whose 
generous support has helped 
considerably to raise the 
status of the meeting. It was 
the Royal Navy’s turn to 
host the championships. 

Eight teams from five coun¬ 
tries competed: the British 
Army, Royal Air Force and 
Royal Navy; Italian Army 
(Alpini); West German Army; 
US Army in Europe, US Air 
Force in Europe and the Aus¬ 
tralian Defence Force. 

The Navy team unfortunately 
lost its brightest star, MNE 
Martin Macrae, who was 
injured in a motor-cycle acci¬ 
dent and unable to ski. How¬ 
ever, the novices showed great 
promise. 

THE SQUAD 

The squad was: Lieut. Nick 
Brewer (HMS Daedalus, team 
captain), LAEM(M) Nick Grif¬ 
fin (Daedalus), Capt. Richard 
Madeley (42 Cdo), MNEs Billy 
Hunter (45 Cdo), Tim Saiet (45 
Cdo), LCpl Graeme Golightly 
(40 Cdo), Lieut. Randolph 
Churchill (Alderney) and Mid 
Tom Wilson (BRNC / Univer¬ 
sity of Kent). 

The Italian Alpini set up a 
commanding lead on the first 
day of the Giant Slalom runs, 
with the German Army second, 
followed by the Army and RAF 
(separated by less than half a 
second — and this after four 
members of each team had 
skied two separate courses!). 

At this stage the Navy were 
lying sixth behind the US Army 
in Europe. Richard Madeley did 
best of the Navy team to finish 
15th. 

The weather did not improve 
for the Special Slalom and visi¬ 
bility was still extremely 
variable. Once again the RN 
team finished the day in sixth 
place, with Tom Wilson (16th) 
putting in the best RN time. 

LOST SKI 

The race was enlivened by an 
Alpini who lost a ski on the 
bottom half of the course and 
completed his run on one leg — 
in a time that put many of his 
two-legged opponents to shame. 

After mixed-visibility for the 
two training days the morning 
of the Downhill race was perfect 
and Courmayeur could, for the 
first time, be seen in all its 
spectacular beauty — over¬ 
shadowed as it is by Monte 
Bianco. 

The race was won by Walter 
Holzler (German Army), an ex- 


World Cup racer whose injuries 
last year forced him out of that 
level of racing, for the time 
being at least. The Navy team 
put in some excellent times with 
Tom Wilson finishing 11th 
overall (and third of the 
British). The team came fourth 
in the Downhill, sandwiched by 
the Army and RAF. 

Final combined results were 
not unexpected. The Alpini won 
the Williams & Glyn Open 
Challenge Cup for the Com¬ 
bined Team event for the eighth 


time since 1972, and the Open 
Individual Trophy was, not sur¬ 
prisingly, won by ‘World Cup’ 
Holzler. 

The British Inter-Service Ski 
Championship Cup was won by 
the Army from the RAF with 
the Navy third and LCpl Scott 
Dobson (Army) took the indi¬ 
vidual trophy for the fourth 
consecutive year. 

Richard Madeley, in the team 
for the eighth time, was 
awarded the Navy Ski & Moun¬ 


taineering Club Cup for the best 
combined Navy skier, and Cpl. 
Craig Bonnington (RAF) won 
the Hill Samuel Plate for the 
best newcomer to the competi¬ 
tion. Other overall RN placings 
were: Tom Wilson 17th, Billy 
Hunter 19th, Nick Griffin 23rd, 
and Randolph Churchill 27th. 
In addition to all the trophies, 
Moet & Chandon kindly made 
sure that there were plenty of 
liquid prizes, as well as hosting 
a champagne reception early in 
the week. 


THE Royal Navy team swept 
to victory at the Inter- 
Services Cresta champion¬ 
ships at St Moritz, Switzer¬ 
land on January 29 in true 
Senior Service style. Their 
overall team score of 680.96 
seconds made history as the 
fastest ever — by nearly five 
seconds. 

Led by Lieut. Steve Trotter 
(HMS Ark Royal), the team 
looked poised for success this 
season after promising results 
last year from a squad that was 
virtually brand new only three 
years ago. 

In the build-up to the champi¬ 
onships, Lieut.-Cdr. Robin 
Tatam (Thunderer) won the 
Harjes Cartier Silver Chip Race 
and LACMN Ed Nuzum (team 
coach, 810 NAS, Seahawk) came 
fourth in the Beatrice 
Cartwright Cup — both handi¬ 
cap races open to all Cresta 
riders. 

ONLY NOVICE 

Only novice in the squad, 
Sub-Lieut. Tim Dathan 
(Thunderer), progressed very 
well indeed despite an injured 
finger, and proved to be the 
fastest Service team novice this 
season. MNE Graham Ainge 
(RM Poole), a novice only two 
years ago, made a spectacular 
improvement in his times to 
produce consistent rides of 57 
seconds for the championships. 

Both he and Lieut.-Cdr. Rob 
Andrews (Thunderer), who 
achieved low 57s, had knocked 
over two seconds off their pre¬ 
vious best times. Lieut. Andy 
Jeffrey (attached to 1 Regt, 
Army Air Corps flying helicop¬ 
ters in Germany) also reached 


the 57 second mark in only his 
second season on the Cresta ice. 
Unfortunately, shortly after 
achieving this level he suffered a 
bad fall, injuring his right foot 
and shoulder. 

Although he could hardly 
move his right arm he continued 
to ride sufficiently well to pro¬ 
vide very useful support for the 
team on the day of the Inter- 
Services race, with times of 58 
and 59 seconds. 

TEAM’S DEPTH 

In the championships, the 
depth of strength in the team 
shone through. Nuzum was the 
fastest Navy rider, coming 
second in the individual placings 
with rides of 55 seconds. Trotter 
came third with rides in the 55 
and 56 seconds bracket and 
Andrews and Ainge came sixth 
and ninth respectively. 

Jeffrey was placed 11th and 
Tatam, who was suffering from 
arm injuries, still managed to 
come 12th despite riding in an 
extraordinary fashion to be able 
to negotiate the Cresta with two 
virtually useless arms. 

They beat a far more experi¬ 
enced RAF team by nearly eight 
seconds and a strong Army 
squad by 25 seconds. The RAF 
by the way, had their fastest 
ever team, and had produced 
the third fastest ever team score 
in their defeat. 

The Navy team would like to 
thank all those who donated 
funds towards their expenses. 
They are much-needed and most 
appreciated. 

Anyone interested in joining 
the squad as a novice next year 
should write to Lieut. S. Trot¬ 
ter, HMS Ark Royal, BFTO 
Ships. 
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Rosyth 

support 

centre 

opened 

A NEW destroyer support 
building has been opened at 
Rosyth Naval Base to pro¬ 
vide facilities for ships and 
men who use the recently- 
completed tidal berth. 

Named Exmouth Building, 
after the Navy’s first experimen¬ 
tal gas-turbined ship (which was 
based at Rosyth), it contains 
workshops, stores, offices and 
amenity rooms. 

Final phase of development 
of the berthing area to meet 
destroyers’ requirements in¬ 
volves providing shore-ship ser¬ 
vices such as electrical power 
and chilled water. This work, 
now under way, is due to be 
completed towards the end of 
the year. 

FOUR SHIPS 

The new building, opened in 
February by the Hag Officer 
Scotland and Northern Ireland 
(Vice-Admiral George 
Vallings), will provide support 
facilities for the four Type 42 
destroyers now based at Rosyth 
— HM ships York, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and Liverpool. 

In addition to workshops and 
store rooms on the ground 
floor, there are two large 
amenity rooms for Fleet Main¬ 
tenance Group personnel on the 
upper floor, together with 
offices for the staff of the Chief 
Staff Officer (Engineering) to 
FOSNI. 

The building also has a con¬ 
ference room to serve the Fleet 
Engineering Centre, and facili¬ 
ties for visiting Squadron En¬ 
gineering staffs. 


Vernon’s last 
public event 

HMS VERNON, the Ports¬ 
mouth minewarfare, diving 
and seamanship training 
establishment, will stage its 
last public event on Thurs¬ 
day March 6, when the RM 
Band of CINCNAVHOME 
Beats Retreat on its main 
playing field. 

The event, starting at 8 p.m. 
(gates open 7.30), will be 
illuminated by some of the 
Second World War searchlights 
which featured in the Vernon 
Tattoos from 1974-84. Saluting 
officer will be the captain of 
Vernon (Capt. David 
Husband). 

HMS Vernon decommissions 
on March 31, but training will 
continue on part of the Vernon 
site under the administration of 
the Commodore, HMS Nelson. 

• See also page 8. 


1986 



FOLLOWING the success of the 
Navy’s 1985 premature release 
scheme, another similar limited 
scheme is now under way, this 
time involving up to 200 RN and 
WRNS ratings. 

Volunteers are being sought 
among chiefs, POs and leading 
hands in RN categories projected to 
be overborne in 1987; also among a 
number of WRNS categories. 

Groups involved are those where, 
it is calculated, natural wastage of 


numbers would not remedy the 
overbearing as more “fine tuning” 
takes place to achieve the man¬ 
power mix of the right skills and 
training to meet the planned opera¬ 
tional task. 

The scheme is, however, entirely 
voluntary and there will be no 
compulsory redundancies. Finan¬ 
cial terms offered are similar to the 
scheme announced in 1985 when 
400 volunteers were sought. These 
terms include a capital (tax free) 


payment depending on time left to 
serve. 

Applications from ratings should 
be made by late March, and the 
results of a selection board will be 
announced by May 1. No guarantee 
of release date before March 30, 
1987, can be given. 

Applications are invited from the 
following categories of General 
Service / FAA ratings who would 
complete 22 years’ reckonable ser¬ 
vice between the dates shown: 


CPCKOPSMS) and CMEM(M), Oct 1 1988-March 2 
31 1992. 

LAEM<R), LS(M), LS(S), LWEM(R), CMT and 
MTI, April 1 1989-March 31 1997. 

PO(S) AND POMEM(M), April 1 1989-March 31 
1995 

CPOWEA, POWEA AND CPOMEA, April 1 
1993-March 31 1997. 

WRNS categories involved are. 

CWRENMT, POWRENMT, CWRENPHOT, 
POWRENPHOT, CWRENAEM(M), and 
POWRENAEM(M), whose current engagement 
expires on or after October 1 1988. 

LWRENMT, LWRENAEM(M), WRENMT, and 
WRENAEM(M), who will complete a minimum of 
four years reckonable service by April 1 1986. 

It should be noted that WEA(OC), MEA(H), 
Submarine Service, and Passive Sonar — qualified ^ 
OPS{S) ratings are not included in the scheme. 




Families day. 


Left: Prince William, 
accompanied by Princess 
Diana, finds fascination in a 
telescope with a game of “I 
spy” on board the Brazen. 
They visited many 
compartments on board, 
and the Prince particularly 
enjoyed the bridge and the 
aircraft. 


The Queen meets families and sailors on board the Belfast, accompanied by Prince Andrew and by the Brazen’s commanding 

officer (Capt. Richard Cobbold). 


Party 

On the second day of the visit 
the Princess of Wales and 
Prince William were shown 
round the ship by Prince 
Andrew, and in the evening the 
Princess returned with the 
Prince of Wales for a private 
party. 

Other visitors included the 
Lord Mayor of London, the 
Mayor and Mayoress of South¬ 
wark, Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Pym, and six Members of the 
Houses of Parliament. 

During the London visit 
members of the ship’s company 
were able to visit such diverse 
places as Buckingham Palace, 
the Houses of Parliament, the 
Terry Wogan Show and the 
Thames Barrier. They also 
managed to fit in rugby, hockey 
and football matches against 
local teams. 

I^ater the Brazen left to join 
in NATO exercises in the North 
Sea and Channel. 


IT PROVED an especially Royal occasion when HMS Brazen 
made her three-day visit to the Thames in February. Among 
those welcomed on board were the Queen, Duke of 
Edinburgh, Prince and Princess of Wales and Prince William. 

During the frigate’s busy stay, which followed a three-day visit to 
Gothenburg, the Queen and Duke spent more than four hours on 
board. 


They met many members of 
the ship’s company, while 


others and their families were 
presented to the Queen on the 
museum ship HMS Belfast 
nearby. 

The youngest member of the 
ship’s company, JS(M) Stephen 
Richards, presented a copy of 
the ship’s crest — made in brass 
and mounted on wood — to the 
Queen. It had been made by 
CPOMEA Paul Lee. 

Lieut. Prince Andrew, the 
ship’s helicopter pilot, is due to 
leave the Brazen in March to 
join the Lieutenants’ Course at 
RN College Greenwich from 
April to June, and this was the 
last opportunity for the Royal 
Family to meet those who have 
served with him. 


Royal style 


WAIT FOR THE BIG BANG! 


THE NAVY is now just a year away 
from transfer to its modern payroll 
system. 

Involving centralised determination and 
issue of pay by the computer at HMS 
Centurion, the new system is planned to 
start from March 1 1987. As Centurion puts 
it, “On that date, the whole Navy will be 
transferred to the new system on the Big 
Bang approach.” 

A range of information is planned Includ¬ 
ing a film, now being prepared, and 
pamphlets. Later there will be a Fleet-wide 
trial running the new system (although not 
live) alongside the current one. 

Under the new system — involving a 
fundamental change for the Pay Office 
writer — the decision on the pay amount 


will be made by computer process using 
latest information held at Centurion. 

The pay statement will be sent direct to 
“customers” in simplified format before the 
end of the month to which it relates. 

Says Centurion, “The Pay Office writer 
will still be there to help resolve any queries 
or problems you may have. Your pay will 
depend on the accuracy and speed of 
information reaching the computer, and the 
emphasis more than ever will be on passing 
this information quickly. 

“If it is received too late for the monthly 
pay run, and as a result you are underpaid, 
a supplementary pay run will take place 
early in the following month to credit your 
account, and you will be sent another pay 
statement.” 


LONG CAREER ODDS 


• From front page 

space in 1987 for the same 
people. 

“The case for a reserve list 
for ‘last shot’ batches, is, how¬ 
ever, a valid one. But it will not 
be a published list — if one is 
created it will be drawn upon as 
and where necessary.” 

Two other points have been 
made clear, that no reasons will 
be given for non-selection, and 
that junior rates are not eligible. 

Another question being asked 
is: “If selected, when do I 
transfer, and if I then want to 
leave the RN, how soon can I 
do so?” 

The MOD’s answer on this is: 
“Transfer to the 20E, after 
selection, will be by S61 to a 
given deadline, effective on 
completion of the form. You 


will (bar any other Return of 
Service commitment) be eligible 
to give 18 months notice at any 
time. You will, from signing the 
S61, surrender any right you 
may have had to leave at the 
end of your previous engage¬ 
ment, at less than 18 months 
notice.” 

At the time of the 20E an¬ 
nouncement last year it was * 
made clear there would be 
inevitably some effect on 
promotion, and MOD say they 
stand firmly by the three-year 
figure then mentioned for 
delays in promotion to CPO. 

“The categories already badly 
hit in the wake of the 1981 
Defence Review are not well 
placed to take another heavy 
blow. The principle is clear — 


the Navy aims to achieve a 
better deal for its best men.” 

When the first boards 
convene in late May to deal 
with the new 32-year Active 
Service 20E, they will be eon- 
sidering all recommended WOs 
and eligible senior rates. 

These are CC/CPO artificers 
and CPO/PO non-artificers with 
17 or more years’ reckonable 
service and one year’s seniority 
as a senior rate — acting or 
confirmed — before January 
1986 and whose current Active 
Service engagement expires on 
or after July 1, 1986. 

The first boards will also 
cover a transitional situation 
with the ending of the Fifth / 
Sixth Five selections, and there 
will be a DCI covering any 
special considerations in this 
respect. 
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